Written Determination of Suitability for Covered Individuals to Interact with Participating Minors

This sample written determination of suitability for covered individuals to interact with participating minors has been created in response to Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) award conditions. The full ‘Determination of suitability required, in advance, for certain individuals who may interact with participating minors’ condition can be found at https://www.ojp.gov/funding/explore/interact-minors. 

As stated in the award condition, ‘Nothing in this condition shall be understood to authorize or require any recipient to violate any federal, state, tribal, or local law, including any applicable civil rights or nondiscrimination law.’ This template should be adjusted to reflect your organization’s specific processes, policies, and practices. Covered Individual Information:
Name: _________________________________________________________________________________
Prior names/aliases: ______________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: ____________________________________________________________________________
Social Security Number: ___________________________________________________________________
All states in which the covered individual has lived, worked, or gone to school in the past five years: ________________________________________________________________________________________



Required Searches and Checks:
The below searches and checks must be completed no earlier than six months before the determination of suitability is completed.
 
Searches of the following public sex offender and child abuse websites/registries were completed on the listed dates for the above-named covered individual:
1. The Dru Sjodin National Sex Offender Public Website (www.nsopw.gov)
· Date completed: __________________________________________________________
2. The website/public registry for each state (and/or tribe, if applicable) in which the individual lives, works, or goes to school, or has lived, worked, or gone to school at any time during the past five years
· Registries checked: ________________________________________________________
· Dates completed: _________________________________________________________
3. The website/public registry for each state (and/or tribe, if applicable) in which the individual is expected to, or reasonably likely to, interact with a participating minor in the course of activities under the award
· Registries checked: ________________________________________________________
· Dates completed: _________________________________________________________

A fingerprint check, or name-based check, of criminal history registries (and/or similar repositories of criminal history records) were completed on the listed dates for the above-named covered individual:
1. The criminal history registry for each state in which the individual lives, works, or goes to school, or has lived, worked, or gone to school at any time during the past five years
· Registries checked: ________________________________________________________
· Dates completed: _________________________________________________________
2. The criminal history registry for each state in which he or she is expected to, or reasonably likely to, interact with a participating minor in the course of activities under the award
· Registries checked: ________________________________________________________
· Dates completed: _________________________________________________________
Considerations
Unless precluded by law, the organization cannot determine the above-named covered individual to be suitable to interact with minors if the covered individual:
· Withholds consent to a criminal history search required by this condition
· Knowingly makes (or made) a false statement that affects, or is intended to affect, any search required by this condition
· Is listed as a registered sex offender on the Dru Sjodin National Sex Offender Public Website
· To the knowledge of the organization, has been convicted - whether as a felony or misdemeanor - under federal, state, tribal, or local law of any of the following crimes (or any substantially equivalent criminal offense, regardless of the specific words by which it may be identified in law):
· sexual or physical abuse, neglect, or endangerment of an individual under the age of 18 at the time of the offense
· rape/sexual assault, including conspiracy to commit rape/sexual assault
· sexual exploitation, such as through child pornography or sex trafficking
· kidnapping
· voyeurism
· Is determined by a federal, state, tribal, or local government agency not to be suitable.

Determination
The results of the above-referenced searches, along with any additional information available to the organization, have been used to make a determination regarding the suitability of the above-named covered individual to interact with minors.
______ The covered individual has been determined suitable to interact with participating minors
______ The covered individual has been determined not suitable to interact with participating minors

A subsequent determination of suitability will be completed no later than five years from the date listed below. A determination should be reexamined sooner than five years if the organization learns of any information that may suggest unsuitability. 

Written determination completed by: ___________________________________________________________
Title: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________
Date: _____________________________________________________________________________________
