Pathways & |
Connections

News and events from the Massachusetts
Supplier Diversity Office (SDO)

October 2025

Resources for Open Bid SDO and Directory of
Diverse and Opportunities Commonwealth Certified
Small on COMMBUYS Training Businesses
Businesses Opportunities

/

' SUCCESS STORIES

Bluebird Graphic Solutions owner Anthony Clayton (right) is interviewed for WCVB's
"Made in Mass" feature. Check out his story below!

Celebrating your success Stories!
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This month, the SDO celebrates these successes from certified businesses:

e Bluebird Graphic Solutions was featured in a WCVB Channel 5 "Made in Mass" spot
with Doug Meehan. See the spot here!

e Velney Construction is proud to announce the launch of their new demolition and
labor services, a strategic step that strengthens their ability to deliver comprehensive
solutions across the construction industry. Their acceptance into the National
Demolition Association (NDA) underscores this commitment, providing their team
with advanced training and safety resources. With these expanded capabilities, Velney
Construction is well-positioned to pursue and compete for government contracts,
leveraging their certifications as an MBE, VBE, and Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned
firm.

¢ The Sky's The Limit Consulting recently announced their 25th anniversary! They have
served government, nonprofit and corporate entities with their executive coaching,
leadership development, training and facilitation services to organizations all over the
US since 1999.

¢ Finally, Carlene Lewis, owner of CAAN Fence, Inc., sent us this moving testimonial:
"In 2012, when | first decided to pursue certification, | was terrified. | knew how much
it meant for my future, but | didn’t know what to expect. The very first person SDO
sent to meet me was Bonnie (Bonnie Borch-Rote, now the SDO's Executive Director).
I'll never forget her kindness and words of encouragement. She made me feel
comfortable and confident that | was on the right path. That moment gave me the
courage to move forward.

"Back then, my company started in residential fencing, but in 2019, we became
unionized and took a leap into full commercial work. That decision, fueled by
certification, opened the door to projects with the City of Boston, the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, and multiple municipal clients. Then, in March 2024, we achieved
WOSB and EDWOSB certification, officially stepping into the federal contracting space.
Today, CAAN Fence proudly serves the city, state, and federal government, building
relationships and earning contracts that would have been unimaginable when we first
started.

"I often reflect on how much these certifications have changed the trajectory of my
life and my business. Without SDO, | wouldn’t be in these rooms—partnering with
MassDOT, MBTA, state agencies, and even the federal government. They’ve placed me
in spaces and introduced me to people that | never would have had access to
otherwise. These opportunities have expanded my reach, strengthened my business,
and built a legacy for my family and community.

"I'm a woman-owned business owner and an immigrant from Jamaica, raised in
Dorchester. Growing up, the Boys & Girls Club, YMCA, and community programs
shaped me into the leader | am today. | see so many of those supports disappearing
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for young people now, and it makes me even more grateful for the opportunities I've
had. To think that a girl from Dorchester—an immigrant from Jamaica—can now stand
in partnership with the city, the state, and the federal government is humbling and
inspiring.

"What makes this journey even more powerful is that today, | sit on the Board of
Directors for the American Fence Association, the leading voice in my industry, as well
as the Board of the Better Business Bureau (BBB). To go from being uncertain and
scared when | first applied for certification, to now helping guide national industry
standards and supporting ethical business practices through the BBB, is a true
testament to the doors that certification and SDO have opened.

"This company began as my husband’s dream—his passion for fencing and his family
lit the spark. Together, we built CAAN Fence to not only provide for our family but to
create a legacy. And | can honestly say, | would not be in this seat today without the
Supplier Diversity Office. Their guidance, advocacy, and commitment to putting
businesses like mine in front of decision-makers has been transformative.

"SDO opens doors. They don’t just certify you—they champion you, connect you, and
give you the tools to thrive. | am living proof of how certification can change lives,
strengthen communities, and empower women and minority-owned businesses to
stand tall in spaces we never thought we belonged."

Want to tell us about your recent success? Click here and fill out the online form!

SDO at the Diversity Business Exhibit

We were thrilled to be at the Diversity Business Exhibit last month, a combined conference,
trade show, and networking event designed specifically for entrepreneurs, business
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leaders, and nonprofit professionals. The event took place at the Rhode Island Convention
Center in Providence, Rhode Island.

The SDO's Director of Supplier Diversity Programs John Fitzpatrick and Director of
Programs and Engagement Michelle Mendes (pictured above) were there to spread the
word about SDO certification and other programs designed to support underserved
businesses. Mendes was also part of a panel discussing certification.

SDO Director Leads Panel on
Becoming a Certified
Woman-Owned Business

Wanda Colon-D’Angelo (pictured above), the SDO's Director of Diverse and Small
Business Certification, will lead a discussion on the steps necessary to start a certified
Woman-Owned Business.

Hosted by the Massachusetts Business Network, the Lunch & Learn webinar titled
"Becoming a Certified Women-Owned Business" will cover the certification process,
eligibility requirements, and the benefits of certification. The event takes place at noon
on October 8 (registration is available here).

Joining Coldn-D’Angelo will be Holly Foster, a Certification Manager at the Center for
Women & Enterprise.

For the past two decades, Wanda has advocated for minority, women, veteran-owned
and disadvantaged businesses for equity and inclusion opportunities and currently
oversees the SDO's certifications for both in-state and out-of-state businesses.
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GLOBAL
DIVERSITY

—— AWARENESS MONTH —
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Please join the SDO in celebrating Global Diversity Awareness Month! Observed

in October, Global Diversity Awareness reminds us how our differences--whether it is
our race, ethnicity, abilities, or lifestyle--contribute to a more inclusive, innovative, and
engaged society and workplace.
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WEBCAST

New SDO Certification Webcasts

With the Massachusetts SDO’s new pre-recorded webcast, for-profit diverse and
small businesses no longer need to schedule an online webinar to apply for
certification. With the webcast, you can now learn about certification and apply
on your own timeline!



SDO certification enables traditionally underserved businesses to market
themselves and participate in the state’s bidding process. Certified businesses are
listed in the database used by state buyers and prime vendors, receive news
about upcoming bid opportunities, and learn about upcoming networking events.

Simply click the appropriate link below and click on the “Job Aid” link to get
started!

Massachusetts-based businesses click here: https://www.mass.gov/how-
to/apply-for-diversity-certification-as-a-massachusetts-based-business

Out-of-state-based businesses click here:
https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-diversity-certification-as-an-out-of-
state-business

‘ MassDevelopment

MassDevelopment Offering Microloans for Small Massachusetts-Based
Businesses

For nearly 30 years, MassDevelopment has used economic development tools,
creative financing strategies, and experienced staff to stimulate business, drive
economic growth, and help communities thrive across the Commonwealth.

MassDevelopment currently offers Microloans for Massachusetts small
businesses from $5,000 to $100,000 to assist with working capital, or the
purchase of furniture, fixtures, supplies, materials, and/or equipment. To qualify,
businesses need to have been in business for at least 12 months and be a for-
profit company.

For more information on the microloan program, click here or visit this site to
learn more about MassDevelopment's products and services.
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Check Out these Current and Upcoming Bids!

e WMRO0O01 - Hazardous/Universal, Medical, and Electronic Waste Disposal and
Emergency Response. Link to the Bid

e PRF76 - Management Consultants, Program Coordinators, and Planners
Services. Link to the Bid

e ITS87: IT Staff Augmentation. Link to the Intent to Bid

Intents to Bid:

e ITT84: Cellular Services and Devices. Link to the Intent to Bid

e ITT85: Network and Communication Services and Hardware. Link to the Intent

to Bid

There are a number of catering bids, many of which have rolling enrollments:
o Catering Conference - Link to the bid
« MassAbility Catering, Conference Space, and Accommodations - Link to the
bid

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education - Conference Space,

General Catering Services, and Hotel Accommodations - Link to the bid
MassDOT RFR Catering Services - Link to the bid
EA Hotel Motel Provider Services - Link to the bid

Event Services - Link to the bid
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« RFR 232128 Catering Services, Conference Space, Hotel Room - Link to the
bid

e Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid

e Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid

o Event and Emergency Services Contracts - Link to the bid

« MDAR- Conference Service Vendors - Link to the bid

o Conference Space, General Catering Services, and Hotel Accommodations
- Link to the bid

o DCF Meetings16-Conference Space and Catering Services - Link to the bid

You can also check out all the newly posted bids on COMMBUYS each

week by visiting this link.

SDO Means
Business

Click here for more!

UPCOMING



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYWq5nXHCW6N1X8z6lZ3pSW99hW4P3r8DCfV30nWK2__HkjW3_BTjt6wR8R1W94cw6050Y99sVsBMCS2f0mwBVVhQGB78_bwyW5Tmjf26Q267hW3znwdL8ssRLNVVMMYF6TH1X7W15wVMb380gW6N4ms05F6mhQfW1_KVYV16n3pkW8RV-j165nqdxW4KzGnv79ZfFxW130SCY1YgmgyVxvZS96vJjGcW8SvFl46cB6y7N29y0tyjJfcyW3VB0lw4Gp-BfVFHRV23ynFpNV26tt384Q8mqW8dVL9g1nbYVkW1NhdTJ8RN4dbN8dPKzZcmw8GW8WTpjf3W3GCPW4hKPNC8w1BnzN3Tk4Fs5nNNcW5GkDkz6Wg8xFW9j57P64JzJtxW2GW20v3Cqjw3N3mQVL6hBNPbW8Vm7N97-nrd4W3LTM1r6DKkfLN32fKsw8NZgsW75tWxN98k-pqW24F8rg3r9c4kV1syg46zJmm_W1z5ZlC5-XyQKf88htFM04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOh7lUd0_$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYWq5nXHCW6N1X8z6lZ3pSW99hW4P3r8DCfV30nWK2__HkjW3_BTjt6wR8R1W94cw6050Y99sVsBMCS2f0mwBVVhQGB78_bwyW5Tmjf26Q267hW3znwdL8ssRLNVVMMYF6TH1X7W15wVMb380gW6N4ms05F6mhQfW1_KVYV16n3pkW8RV-j165nqdxW4KzGnv79ZfFxW130SCY1YgmgyVxvZS96vJjGcW8SvFl46cB6y7N29y0tyjJfcyW3VB0lw4Gp-BfVFHRV23ynFpNV26tt384Q8mqW8dVL9g1nbYVkW1NhdTJ8RN4dbN8dPKzZcmw8GW8WTpjf3W3GCPW4hKPNC8w1BnzN3Tk4Fs5nNNcW5GkDkz6Wg8xFW9j57P64JzJtxW2GW20v3Cqjw3N3mQVL6hBNPbW8Vm7N97-nrd4W3LTM1r6DKkfLN32fKsw8NZgsW75tWxN98k-pqW24F8rg3r9c4kV1syg46zJmm_W1z5ZlC5-XyQKf88htFM04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOh7lUd0_$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYWq5nXHCW6N1X8z6lZ3nQN1CVFxlkKg2WW9121HC4QWxN4W99jFfd4YVY80W5wvC5_8rc2VjW2Tj2h43b-tR6W6LS05986cB6-W68g9wG27LgmGW8pK8c-75DG4PW2MtM_w6PfWM1W61LT0g4NPYY0N4WD65xn5VG5VdTFnr7h7K3hW1h6rtw8_460LW3VVBRz8Th42QW4N_mdL5NrnnjW8GF1NQ49J9TJW5NMwCz1GngGJW3XP-rZ6_dyfzVHjzK-2C2vr8W7gdRB-4lPmgVW64P3Rq4dD0DtW6426_041Z5k8W1szV8D2YMH4ZW14w2SD3Zmf4gVQlxjk95gXmpW6Qn3bc1pHyjSW2V9VTM2ssXkfN2HYnrYPM1M9W3-F3n_1hcQq4W5n9qyy87lS-1W1gt2nD1XDzlnW2QMHH94TRBDyW30bgWV8c6HPLW2tLjyM6DFq1HW2Nxmk02SWXNNW3wl3C-4G19c8N1G71HKwyhTNW84Y4dR5qCHFxf5m2_PW04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOo1rPCH8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYWq5nXHCW6N1X8z6lZ3mNW50N66b8Rl3R1W70ShvF3mtFKXW3Dznh-7BBpMKW1Vv5Dq1WKyt5W73392N54HhJkW1yLXpl7Rg6MLW5_vS-d7_GLr5V7byS67wt7Z0W37ygPT4H45YDW1KpSpj6vT33YW89b8GC32XYg1W3XqFFG95D5W7W5JM6F_5f6MSpW5PRzH235cQ2WW4tpSZF8Sc7qtW64p_g97WKVPSW5HFT1k3g_Mw9W11WVBn4V_y6zN90rMVVCm-HDW15V7Xg51pl68W50H4xx7ZCNYvN53yBH_Th_fqW2RSY4X7dcMtzVsJBzh5vMclMW95-VwL7DPSC6VhTySN62-pCtW148hqR8-vLyBW6WQVyC81McWPW5ZmN_R14Bd2QV4fJgV81Xyk6W4n-wGS5gWsZkW6fKGYZ831B6pV7Ncm37C98d2W5hxXxd8Q4lfjW4yTLvQ6b2D5tW48nlxQ6PyS7CV5TlLn2rzsCqW6YcYx257PV0Hf2zphMx04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOnr2A6MY$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYWq5nXHCW6N1X8z6lZ3mdVXptCp94hphmW9gdxYb3G74BfW5BKVs08Fzs8GW7vgDQm2R21FbW4mvs8w4nvDzMN2PPSc320Nh3V2dyMq6k2ch-VJtNyY3kszd7W4ZZB7b6jDRKQW3v8pnl7VXyY6VRxwbd5R_7-HVTLdNL1wYShzW4x61FV38XtJnW2jNFlp4RN9LRW6GDzKr47NSgNN69JB0V4JzpZW1lCrR-7q_Rw2W8VTMs93LS3tRVZT6DF2mH5_fW26vtMM6f7Dt4W68726S6xCThFW1F_y8B8NnGVyW3H0hpV1hjxLlW43Vq4R8_zkc1VvNGgq7TjDlFW8tZmcf66hpFcW8zZMLs89lzz1W2nKGkf81sHZPW3McG8P1VvzrsW8d-G0M7J0N7SW8lmcss2dfCx7W83stKp32gmdjW77bmgW8Fs-yXW5M7fh74bXqNHVHbfDz22wCkfVl5hm91fCThFW7fl3GT74s5rPN38K2L_3Vbx1f2tR5Yj04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOlyYI4V-$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYW65nXHCW69t95C6lZ3m6W5lSLZw1gcT6VW1pzp4h6FLZrbVgSjK53pnyT5W44_bFk2g9pHXW6WkT2t3jSrhVW64g3636PcsGfW8nsbns8dyvXVW7yvBqL4RLtqNW8Mtw9l8D0t5XW7-ZqDG5Pnyr2W4LJwGX8Y8N5YW13sq2X8KdgByV_RHpN5cN5lZW6n6dZQ5fs_lTW6NxklB7M0MkmW5Q4yQH57r5M3W7hRhLF3Kcf8dW25SDf56qtZ8_W6YH9nc2W7j1KW69dKVW19MtqGW3ntjgG7xjQXrW7FQq9S7J2JCcW4x2KyD7JHKpqVBVM731scCc-W5Zn6dm6q-YnpW6DxrrD1d_6dSW5Dck1j2bzZQgW595V5k5PwSqHW4rDq341d76m2W3HmrHh31Y7S1VtwPD_8DBxrhW3JqYXd37SD1BW2fT3B26K85BCW5TSW5G6d0NFLW47qj_b3jwh4HW6-7l7z4xxFVYf69bLm204__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOqnJ2U6D$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYWq5nXHCW6N1X8z6lZ3p9N6DcM1s9B4NLW9dQGK-2mwjSKW3FK1t13Wm5s8W55wPqG4gN45ZW3WVS_N88pYMKW2pbT0J5B9FRlW6RFQB4666_zpW8fPdxN3NsjG5W1TDQ6T6Y1RZ8W40Zqph4gzYKHW2vJPP77hDkPpMsQljN2-lZqW6N_DCv5qcStfW3dRPG85X1dM4W8tTVKb4hJp_VW1hmjgR15dvcJW3wtMvT7M7rpRW3BlPBM9gHx7jW6blR-y23-x9-W8Qn38Q8JQQh8W4NW_XL14TfgfW8CCpnM6p0CwwW7P7C5l7jsTQ2W445_qd5r4JLWW5R9zxS30RKVrW8yXxnc855Ny9VRQQxl33JVWMN4V_mCl8_KPCW5H2wvD4FkFKFW7MNYwn4XB6kTW5-v4_z6KVNRDW15nx5s5zyShTW9hLJX75B1ThXW7QDjZ981FQ6VW1KRBGq5WtptbW8KW8PN2s97dhV2YMl53_6JLQW2JN4-455B5PDdsl6tY04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOuNhoM73$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYWq5nXHCW6N1X8z6lZ3myW6ht_Cw2LSc5YVqg2TF702lLfW4J1gY56h6_6zW92501y5zm0FmW11ZY533yPXD4V2wdWl3n741sW1DvHk11C35cvN8wPYmcPr7dTVLhDrR23Xy0kW3_cH2d13P63yW2G8pbs27ZckjW1JjZVh3Vt38fW8xKgJn3hhN7rW10W5yz6XBK4mW5dGt0W3YxpwnW2pYv571HXYdhW22xKQt3pFXmsW6q5PJn5_7tY9W8ksPVj95JNfJN1ZV9ykzTcBVW3mg4H545dFHnVrjKN783FCD9W2tRLH96LyDLjW52bQ0T8_VLj5W5kPbLD6xdv8WVN0RsV5H_S4mW45LFN85XzGf0W6fsZZS1YCjb1W6S1ctf8dnXS8V87Wdj7_4-xLW6mc8N93pr2-_W2lbF_D9dLZsDW8DglbY8qLmxMN6xc6xFspCLSW746rVR7r5g1cW6-H2YJ6rNm9nW7DMK-Y6yTN2jW3lFGT78KxVSqf8jYW2H04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOo3zR9-c$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVYBx295F-VPW1M5yTH7k0L6VW4TqGZG5yyfK5N1FQ0tW3qn9qW95jsWP6lZ3l_VVT3zh7sQ8GVW3JHfZx2fR7FLW1q_1gc348SVPV3sCYq4sfWmgW1QVT3C3gN9P-W4GwGFV2xLRWsW29F-7S7f80TpW8XkSlQ1W36y1W7FxS4f80t3HGW6L6_df8nYtsRVyC6fd9lmxFvVw5k_t5J97fmW4JVykm6ZDh30W5gdtt63Cp5F1N6Ybd2GrckSRW6mmDFd7nPXD3VCzqmp7cH8nFW6vZHNY5Hhc4CN7whkxzjzdDFW19hMxP1Ph9N9W5CTdrT6VQvQDV-1jrk4yD08cW5_8vV03f6mspW595j6b81z-6hW5xRn9x4jpPgxW1yvt3s7sSpyqM2l0h9blZtmW24mPSb2dx6T4W3nYy0c8_dbCQW1Pn0JT8TVdmLf8_Ws8C04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!UcHPBxbz-UA-RaoPGYzQCMu2uq4hbq--Q0EprJPO7y0vSFaWnDZRdBU-qEzBSMYEX4FNARADgEn8SYf34L80CeK1c-43pm6tRpMRgXNX$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVYBx295F-VPW1M5yTH7k0L6VW4TqGZG5yyfK5N1FQ0tC3qn9qW8wLKSR6lZ3pfW67pQHd9bZZnnV9T17316XC2mW8mtKgn2H03xVN1lFnWGHnJT3W8kzRhV4g1JTpN7j3m0y6XDcFTdDC34JYG8dN4Dm_VkglPNCW1G-d_j7hJYKsW3Mz9Yb6HmZXHW6JXBc72c5h33VpQyJT7fWnNSN7ZkpKtKZVFXW2MGs8j1M6BVZVFvnDd3hjGQgW1PL-Qh5_CJxLW8FDfWl4Ld7qSW7FrgRf38FLgXN4sPNhJPmgZfW4KQCxG1Wj5JCW3ZL76P855MlVW4lYJbk3Yj-yVW25sbKC31Cm5RW5T8DXn5-FdpSW63hkq95Z1V0-W5XFQtD2KqKkKW3PtYVB6KBy_fW3T14jW91nJ5Zf6Zf4Z604__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!UcHPBxbz-UA-RaoPGYzQCMu2uq4hbq--Q0EprJPO7y0vSFaWnDZRdBU-qEzBSMYEX4FNARADgEn8SYf34L80CeK1c-43pm6tRp1Vkywk$

Check out these upcoming events:

2025 Western Mass Developers Conference

Wednesday, October 15, 2025

8:30 a.m.

Join municipal leaders, developers, investors, industry experts, and change-makers at this
event, which connects projects, partners, and possibilities in Western Massachusetts.
Click here for more details and to register

Certification and Commonwealth Goods and Services Contracting Webinar (LGBTQ Chamber
of Commerce Event)

Thursday, October 9, 2025

Noon

Online event

Join SDO team members to learn how to become listed in the SDO’s Directory as an LGBT
Business Enterprise (LGBTBE) and the benefits of being in their network. This webinar will also
cover how apply for the SDO’s Small Business Purchasing Program (SBPP), the COMMBUYS
system, and how the Commonwealth buys goods and services.

Register for this event through Zoom

4 Are you SDO
Certified?

If you have a business owned by minorities, women, veterans, those
with a disability, members of the LGBT community, and/or you own a
small Massachusetts-based business, you are eligible for a vital

source of support: SDO Certification.

Once you are certified, you will get updates on upcoming state

contracts, have access to hours of free training, be given access to


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYXj7mt9PW8wMyQ46lZ3nLW1p0Sym4FgLVjW3QlPK87y2m6rW3Fsx7Y5MhXQtW7fkbrW4h__C4W5VSDr_987jmFW6fNC9t6ZHm_YW59Wd0N1-rCcxW5ptj6R1dyq7GW1hRhRY2dZm8FW5vl5j46_kpbDW8B67KF4q-G6JW5qWSWF3fBZ1rW1sBWZ093xg8XW8Z5Dln3dXx2gW2NyZP92JP8TLN74-TdRwhwnsN6ZVRvNWG4__W9fYv-R7W40htW2lzQ6T1DS9vMN4dN15Hdj9d0W8Rf2MT4gWzHNN2Qz-ZFKJ8d0W4jDmyH406KbFW26Py411VPrhVW1jGvPk4PbD-WW5XMrJc2pcym1W3_2X_Z1Lx6fQW40XM2D6lWs5LW1VPmwP76hYQDV9F8_c4Q2WVQVr0zPq6nFsqDW3n0LPN1Q9XK6W5dz6Xx5NVW3rN6ZGk0JjzMskW14sL8D1lBRCyN85BXlcPzWRCW2Yrkmv6dW76CW7dPyCC2VbGt6V1T97T3Q1tBWVxpL0w42gRgkW8shBvS5pPcxlW8k3fYX33wV84W5RMTW_2bQ4WjN5vfwSv2JZhtN6TR4HPGlKbDW7btq1Z1WvmM6W8M_Z-S4swtpxW65J1PR3T2yrMW1NsY4x6Vw7hpW3J_r1H3FfcFzW6MT0m-6KmN1cV_vJPh2mzZHHVb-Ht85HBgbrW3x2BjZ7cQ8CzV6bRZs6LnV8_N7-WjTY7YK_dW4TgLy73kLSX9W41lpHL7KB5LWN1ys9lgP4gN-W5GNBRN35Fp5xf6ZlH8C04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOgc8XtDD$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYVx5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3q6VvWXY61vzYfbW7lCM1932jgcpW1T6yV86-hbJdVrBmKd64qsZ8W7tWTtr93Qq59W6QcyF_97tbywW88r0nL8klMn3N2-W2SbSFYvXM6X3HcTjvgnW8F2gD16PyNV7W79lfvF5vYytGW6XXwWj7LTS6mW7SVG-v510pMqW7vHRPK400MP9W7kzLJ915Dy6GN16vt8HxX9MGN8q0LJN5v4rmW6LwMnC4-tWZfW1_bkYq197BBGW5vfvg15y70-MN82Ljw9Z-mtSVX1Mrl6pDF22W1DrJVT6Wxx8MVGwYXZ7cSt0YW6L5_cR3lv2slW9fsZMF7S_m3JVfy95V6jpBhYW3qssS98f6VqgW6tNXKk924cJgVLYfF78bCzCwW164GsN7c4yKQW3m-bzf9hXfYkf63ZC1l04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOhplrMbV$

the Supplier Diversity Hub, and you will be added to the SDO’s
diverse and small vendor database, which is used by Prime Vendors,
state departments, cities and towns, and private businesses looking to

spend with diverse and small businesses.

SDO certification is free and can provide your business with new

opportunities and prospects.

In FY2024, the Commonwealth spent $3.78 billion with diverse and
small businesses. Many Massachusetts businesses say certification
not only helped them stay in business during the pandemic but thrive

because of new prospects.

Please note that if you are already certified with one of our partner
organizations (such as Center for Women & Enterprise (CWE),
Greater New England Minority Supplier Development Council
(GNEMSDC), City of Boston, etc.), the steps to becoming SDO

certified are simple and straightforward.

To learn more about SDO Certification please click here!

Reminder - Race/Ethnicity Information for

MBEs

Currently, the Supplier Diversity Office (SDO) makes public the race and ethnicity of
our certified Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs). This change is in response to many

buyers looking to make purchases from Black, Latino/Hispanic, Asian, and Native
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American/Indigenous Persons-Owned Businesses. These businesses are still classified

as MBEs, but the additional racial makeup is publicly available in our search engine.

While this information is public, it does not affect any vendor's diversity status as an

MBE, their ability to bid on and win bids, and their benefits with the SDO.

If any MBE would prefer to make their race and ethnicity information private, please

contact us at webmaster.SDO@mass.gov.

Diverse Business Certification Updates

The SDO certified 39 businesses in September 2025. For the latest
list of newly-certified businesses, please click here.

REMINDER: SDO certification expires three years after the date of
issue and renewal notices are sent via email to the primary contact on
file. SDO-certified businesses should log in and review your contact
information periodically to ensure that your certification stays up to
date.



mailto:webmaster.SDO@mass.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYXC3qn9qW95jsWP6lZ3l7W8yvsYK8lkn5bW977tx23D6pmLW8MJKtg2HdB5VW3ZY6wX6_6DJcN5mVKJ9mKsWJW7Mt_Kt9hG6XgW4g4Dnq34wmhJW6Whv7H1-__BgW1S9yrp7fDwHlW6mHXf61wjnCgW1-kW0N7JwxhFW97094W7d03_BN968dy8q03hcW4bhdSC2WZmSnW80XnBM6cgfcYW941Gb-4W_YFpW14Fnrk89qkq8W6dHtqR85hbPMW8dK3Vw360lDPN7sLVYCf5bjtVzQF8b12vnPqW8Fzs5K3wJHhHN8fPFY5Y-8FbVC2R3q8YK3sCW27rSfD5GW97rW6xCfgD4c49yNW450qgG7VGjP-W2zf28V8tt6hgW1qlV508Hk9xFW4f-mcy8_6Pknf6VbvYR04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOh0pC2bx$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVD9S68TJW5LW5klmKL5dWMKMW4lQ0X35D_CkcN6klYVx5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3p8W2MZlw88YBzTkMJk6sL-GFdrW24JS7l5hVgJMW11S1qC98FSstW79p6yw12mSJLW8QXpzp7w5gbzN5-Hd5MJXcMmW4ymFtS6PPtJ0VlfG-G2QXq1tW6fklrR4mPZLgN7V3_R4fFBWMW6T4J1J4mSgmDW68FwHk6wMgn0W7P97J05KNdXLW8k71H33DtjbPW2t0SHS25q5KJVvzcnd181xp_N8PHYb8hphc6W24m8F55l7LzGW5PTCnW3CHtMSW557GgM1DmtycW8P9Rn37bYW3vW2lM0Q72flT1CW96Ml2w4ystRdW8K5Mqp7ZC7zJW41QgXs8ZVZgnW5SHd5t7gGcyrW3H7grw5VvHCVW9j4-Pz33llCfW1Ny1rK3f45QTW5Qr7Cj1Ww4-tW5b3W7C8p7khgf27n6Sv04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Sla1pjZLZ5Ylk-2B3uK7ybNRl236lbl6GQQ3d61I1Rz24uawzhn9mk8-fWxGkf-iyTB0kIAvqoF4HDeHpS3SazmSwMr45kRadI0jOowZ50wK$

Upcoming Vendor Classes

NEW CLASS - Finding Business Opportunities for Certified
Vendors

This session is a follow-up to Certified Vendor Onboarding and is
designed specifically for certified vendors who want to expand their
knowledge of how to identify and pursue Commonwealth

opportunities that align with their business.

In this training, you will learn:
« How to determine whether to pursue contracts as a Prime
Contractor or as an SDP Partner
« How to navigate the public procurement process
. Strategies for marketing your business effectively to
government buyers

« No-cost resources available to help your business succeed
Limited Class Size! Please register in advance
Upcoming dates:

e October 28, 9 a.m.

« November 19, 9 a.m.



« December 23, 9 a.m.

Link to reqister

Small Business Purchasing Program (SBPP) for Vendors - NEW!
Executive Agencies must give special consideration to SBPP
participants when buying non-construction goods and services

estimated to cost $250,000 or less per year.

One of the many benefits of the program is it can help you market
your business to Massachusetts’ Executive Department buyers. The

program is free!

To qualify for the program, you must be a Massachusetts small
business, in business for at least one year, employee 50 or fewer

employees, and gross less than $15 million a year.

The class outlines the specific qualifications and the application
processes. You will also learn how to search for bid opportunities in
COMMBUYS and available resources to help you grow your

business.

Upcoming dates:
o October 23, 9 a.m.
« November 13, 9 a.m.
o December4, 9 a.m.

Link to reqister
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Unlocking Opportunities - How to Make Your State Certification
Work for You

(PRE-REQUISITE: for Certified Diverse Businesses)

Learn more about using your certification to identify opportunities in
public procurement and develop business-to-business relationships
with other vendors. This training covers SDO programs, exploring
business opportunities, creating SDP partnerships, and introducing

free resources available to help grow your business.

Upcoming dates:
o October 22,9 a.m.
« November 20, 9 a.m.

« December 16, 9 a.m.

Link to reqister

Prime Contractor Onboarding
(PRE-REQUISITE: This class is for Prime Contractors currently on
Statewide and/or Departmental contracts).
Prime contractors are required to spend a percentage of contract
sales with certified diverse businesses and report the spend. This
webinar will help prime contractors understand how to meet the
Supplier Diversity Plan (SDP) requirement. This class gives an
overview of SDP, where to find eligible partners, and how to report
SDP spend.
Upcoming dates:

o October 30, 9 a.m.

Link to reqister
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Vendor Hub Reporting - for Prime Contractors

(PRE-REQUISITE: for Prime Contractors currently on Departmental
contracts)

As part of all contract terms and conditions, prime contractors are
required to report spending in the Supplier Diversity Hub. In this class,
you will learn how to register in the Hub, submit SDP spend reports,

add and manage users, and view current spend.

Upcoming dates:
o October 21,9 a.m.
« November 5, 9 a.m.
o December 10, 9 a.m.

Link to reqister

Don’t Miss Out! Responding to RFQs

(PRE-REQUISITE: for Small Business Purchasing Program
participants currently on Statewide and/or Departmental contracts)
Don’t miss out on another COMMBUY'S opportunity! In this class you
will learn the benefits of the SBPP, the mechanics of a Request for
Quotes, how to identify and respond to an RFQ, and how RFQ’s are

evaluated.

Upcoming dates:
« December 17,9 a.m.

Link to reqister
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Supplier Diversity Program for Health and Human Service
Providers

(PRE-REQUISITE: This class is for Service Providers currently on
Purchase of Service contracts)

Service providers on state contracts are required to develop
partnerships with certified diverse vendors and report spend. This
class gives an overview of the Supplier Diversity Program (SDP),
where to find eligible partners, and how to report SDP spend in the
UFR.

Upcoming dates:
o December 2,9 a.m.

Link to reqister

Follow us on:

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Office (SDO)
1 Ashburton Place
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Certification HelpDesk: Webmaster.SDO@mass.gov
SDP & SBPP HelpDesk: sdp@mass.gov
Phone: (617) 502-8843

Was this email forwarded to you? Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter here.

Manage Preferences
Unsubscribe
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