Pathways &
Connections

News and events from the Massachusetts
Supplier Diversity Office (SDO)

August 2025

Open Bid
Opportunities
on COMMBUYS

Mendes Named as New Director

of Programs and Engagement


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq4q5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3lfW34plPc7gLtxZVRJDf71T5s0JW7RxZbH5rTVzgW653Rv27yyxqdW7ztNgB4LprMXW5rKwMr9hqW_tW6Xhsc_1w46wxW7qtV-T6Cn9PQW3cGJr_5SDY8mW8LktLP4DJhJxN7sLC5QZ2YNsW1SX3kg5WLptjW3KpdyB6RHvjjN7Tlhg4TK4xzV-kT8P2TR2tNW8xhS7X5C9GMgN6l105tRRL9zW5h7nbZ3nc0GQVJ4Qdx1y_XVVW3JCmlX3W8WrGW4_WB-110-X1BW6BjRYS6KD88KN4PfFVKmJbyJW8wgRMC26nH7lW5K2KPh7N2ZwzW2CxLlT3yWt_PW8jd2ql4sHD-cF4BLYh4N7r9W8XmGsP2BvsB_W7JX2Fw6dZvvsW3MnRHv1mmZ3NW7_dKn08wPsxyf7hScrl04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dEBDl196$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq4q5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3lfW34plPc7gLtxZVRJDf71T5s0JW7RxZbH5rTVzgW653Rv27yyxqdW7ztNgB4LprMXW5rKwMr9hqW_tW6Xhsc_1w46wxW7qtV-T6Cn9PQW3cGJr_5SDY8mW8LktLP4DJhJxN7sLC5QZ2YNsW1SX3kg5WLptjW3KpdyB6RHvjjN7Tlhg4TK4xzV-kT8P2TR2tNW8xhS7X5C9GMgN6l105tRRL9zW5h7nbZ3nc0GQVJ4Qdx1y_XVVW3JCmlX3W8WrGW4_WB-110-X1BW6BjRYS6KD88KN4PfFVKmJbyJW8wgRMC26nH7lW5K2KPh7N2ZwzW2CxLlT3yWt_PW8jd2ql4sHD-cF4BLYh4N7r9W8XmGsP2BvsB_W7JX2Fw6dZvvsW3MnRHv1mmZ3NW7_dKn08wPsxyf7hScrl04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dEBDl196$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq4q5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3lfW34plPc7gLtxZVRJDf71T5s0JW7RxZbH5rTVzgW653Rv27yyxqdW7ztNgB4LprMXW5rKwMr9hqW_tW6Xhsc_1w46wxW7qtV-T6Cn9PQW3cGJr_5SDY8mW8LktLP4DJhJxN7sLC5QZ2YNsW1SX3kg5WLptjW3KpdyB6RHvjjN7Tlhg4TK4xzV-kT8P2TR2tNW8xhS7X5C9GMgN6l105tRRL9zW5h7nbZ3nc0GQVJ4Qdx1y_XVVW3JCmlX3W8WrGW4_WB-110-X1BW6BjRYS6KD88KN4PfFVKmJbyJW8wgRMC26nH7lW5K2KPh7N2ZwzW2CxLlT3yWt_PW8jd2ql4sHD-cF4BLYh4N7r9W8XmGsP2BvsB_W7JX2Fw6dZvvsW3MnRHv1mmZ3NW7_dKn08wPsxyf7hScrl04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dEBDl196$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq4q5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3lfW34plPc7gLtxZVRJDf71T5s0JW7RxZbH5rTVzgW653Rv27yyxqdW7ztNgB4LprMXW5rKwMr9hqW_tW6Xhsc_1w46wxW7qtV-T6Cn9PQW3cGJr_5SDY8mW8LktLP4DJhJxN7sLC5QZ2YNsW1SX3kg5WLptjW3KpdyB6RHvjjN7Tlhg4TK4xzV-kT8P2TR2tNW8xhS7X5C9GMgN6l105tRRL9zW5h7nbZ3nc0GQVJ4Qdx1y_XVVW3JCmlX3W8WrGW4_WB-110-X1BW6BjRYS6KD88KN4PfFVKmJbyJW8wgRMC26nH7lW5K2KPh7N2ZwzW2CxLlT3yWt_PW8jd2ql4sHD-cF4BLYh4N7r9W8XmGsP2BvsB_W7JX2Fw6dZvvsW3MnRHv1mmZ3NW7_dKn08wPsxyf7hScrl04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dEBDl196$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq4q5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3kzW6XWPRt18p3PjW1ZBGFq6J33zgW4Pvhs76gDc05W6m97s426xb0QW3tvL1D53xvhxW8_0g6V4bJ_XgVbhLzQ1f6m1QW2gcWT87DbkWtW3hFdkf3GK2S1N8G7RD9_zVGyW624PPw5gkg3kW5f4C5x7jxPr1W2hS66p1vG0q9W96BpBl5L2R7RW6sHwkN8mn6T3MDQw7rK9Bm7W2_Xl6m6-sBTDW8XHSn52pnCzDW87RjGm1kcqgqW7ClbVY8nxyghW4nlx1d4mdksXW9k6ZHw4BQ5CZW54Db8C6XC457V-pgK89lQwLyW6SQDSh8d5mZ0W2yFblq2tj9YpW6-_BjK2hHTL2W2kTBtp6h0rJFW3xGrTb1d2yFVN24_Vjnc7d5sW6L0HjP77wBhNW6wDJXv7X6csyf2h_C8M04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dFBOtgJz$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq4q5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3kzW6XWPRt18p3PjW1ZBGFq6J33zgW4Pvhs76gDc05W6m97s426xb0QW3tvL1D53xvhxW8_0g6V4bJ_XgVbhLzQ1f6m1QW2gcWT87DbkWtW3hFdkf3GK2S1N8G7RD9_zVGyW624PPw5gkg3kW5f4C5x7jxPr1W2hS66p1vG0q9W96BpBl5L2R7RW6sHwkN8mn6T3MDQw7rK9Bm7W2_Xl6m6-sBTDW8XHSn52pnCzDW87RjGm1kcqgqW7ClbVY8nxyghW4nlx1d4mdksXW9k6ZHw4BQ5CZW54Db8C6XC457V-pgK89lQwLyW6SQDSh8d5mZ0W2yFblq2tj9YpW6-_BjK2hHTL2W2kTBtp6h0rJFW3xGrTb1d2yFVN24_Vjnc7d5sW6L0HjP77wBhNW6wDJXv7X6csyf2h_C8M04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dFBOtgJz$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq4q5nXHCW50kH_H6lZ3kzW6XWPRt18p3PjW1ZBGFq6J33zgW4Pvhs76gDc05W6m97s426xb0QW3tvL1D53xvhxW8_0g6V4bJ_XgVbhLzQ1f6m1QW2gcWT87DbkWtW3hFdkf3GK2S1N8G7RD9_zVGyW624PPw5gkg3kW5f4C5x7jxPr1W2hS66p1vG0q9W96BpBl5L2R7RW6sHwkN8mn6T3MDQw7rK9Bm7W2_Xl6m6-sBTDW8XHSn52pnCzDW87RjGm1kcqgqW7ClbVY8nxyghW4nlx1d4mdksXW9k6ZHw4BQ5CZW54Db8C6XC457V-pgK89lQwLyW6SQDSh8d5mZ0W2yFblq2tj9YpW6-_BjK2hHTL2W2kTBtp6h0rJFW3xGrTb1d2yFVN24_Vjnc7d5sW6L0HjP77wBhNW6wDJXv7X6csyf2h_C8M04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dFBOtgJz$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq6v3qn9qW95jsWP6lZ3k_W2npYHt5f6fXyW3WcSH91f14xKW86klmM5nrYvQW2M8ggc6hl3BkW2Byvts6KrNvKW41lG393RMT_QW5XJyG_8snl6hW8J74jz3NHXFKW6cwGjX6rpmNrW38tzSD2lk6fDV8TMZ-5FT5gkW6H6GqW1ctjBSW82XnT71R6mDdW5rrKyY6h0m0ZW4PY2Qf8y0pN4VsXV-w1R8Pd6W6fDXsS4jDx_GV8tjPH6SyV0tW6M9dS_8Ln1SrN96jwqD-d89vW4MlHJL2vM9bMW3zLZkL8NzNJ1W3Xc0X48gyB_lW4nyy8x6bsyrfW69QSnN7vRfckW2ct1FF6RVWhxW96lb5C6BWHJnW6zZ8-P7MGdJXW2DqRTH64gBLSW3dg0YF2gYgvQf7GZS8H04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dBbG6mMa$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq6v3qn9qW95jsWP6lZ3k_W2npYHt5f6fXyW3WcSH91f14xKW86klmM5nrYvQW2M8ggc6hl3BkW2Byvts6KrNvKW41lG393RMT_QW5XJyG_8snl6hW8J74jz3NHXFKW6cwGjX6rpmNrW38tzSD2lk6fDV8TMZ-5FT5gkW6H6GqW1ctjBSW82XnT71R6mDdW5rrKyY6h0m0ZW4PY2Qf8y0pN4VsXV-w1R8Pd6W6fDXsS4jDx_GV8tjPH6SyV0tW6M9dS_8Ln1SrN96jwqD-d89vW4MlHJL2vM9bMW3zLZkL8NzNJ1W3Xc0X48gyB_lW4nyy8x6bsyrfW69QSnN7vRfckW2ct1FF6RVWhxW96lb5C6BWHJnW6zZ8-P7MGdJXW2DqRTH64gBLSW3dg0YF2gYgvQf7GZS8H04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dBbG6mMa$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq6v3qn9qW95jsWP6lZ3k_W2npYHt5f6fXyW3WcSH91f14xKW86klmM5nrYvQW2M8ggc6hl3BkW2Byvts6KrNvKW41lG393RMT_QW5XJyG_8snl6hW8J74jz3NHXFKW6cwGjX6rpmNrW38tzSD2lk6fDV8TMZ-5FT5gkW6H6GqW1ctjBSW82XnT71R6mDdW5rrKyY6h0m0ZW4PY2Qf8y0pN4VsXV-w1R8Pd6W6fDXsS4jDx_GV8tjPH6SyV0tW6M9dS_8Ln1SrN96jwqD-d89vW4MlHJL2vM9bMW3zLZkL8NzNJ1W3Xc0X48gyB_lW4nyy8x6bsyrfW69QSnN7vRfckW2ct1FF6RVWhxW96lb5C6BWHJnW6zZ8-P7MGdJXW2DqRTH64gBLSW3dg0YF2gYgvQf7GZS8H04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dBbG6mMa$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq6v3qn9qW95jsWP6lZ3k_W2npYHt5f6fXyW3WcSH91f14xKW86klmM5nrYvQW2M8ggc6hl3BkW2Byvts6KrNvKW41lG393RMT_QW5XJyG_8snl6hW8J74jz3NHXFKW6cwGjX6rpmNrW38tzSD2lk6fDV8TMZ-5FT5gkW6H6GqW1ctjBSW82XnT71R6mDdW5rrKyY6h0m0ZW4PY2Qf8y0pN4VsXV-w1R8Pd6W6fDXsS4jDx_GV8tjPH6SyV0tW6M9dS_8Ln1SrN96jwqD-d89vW4MlHJL2vM9bMW3zLZkL8NzNJ1W3Xc0X48gyB_lW4nyy8x6bsyrfW69QSnN7vRfckW2ct1FF6RVWhxW96lb5C6BWHJnW6zZ8-P7MGdJXW2DqRTH64gBLSW3dg0YF2gYgvQf7GZS8H04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dBbG6mMa$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq4K5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3nHW2w5X_C3jqv8jW7-jM6X1-0J2jW1DNQGd3BvF-NN7lgvQN9g_l9W1wWFVr8TGGC2W5rx4bq2d9mWXW21vKJn60y1PCW1wDGwq2cts2GW57gSgN4n-kjlN559BQ7vD8_fW1XJpxN6jj4KXW4-rNnW1gLST-W6fVFQj5x8vfgW90M46F5SR2FDW6R-qsl8wLPfJW3YXFRy3c3jdRW67tFwZ3BVvVxW3Cd9NR72NsJ0N86cZKngpJqCW8ntzD_7pHDZ2W8QZcgc8XQf6YW7qfr876P03H8W1Yqlfj283vrQW6nsgvC9bsZnKVtf2151cC3gYW7bhbY74tD_GMW4-bLjY5tPkRrW7FN9138K6RYNW8X4q2G4lZrbHW5D6y8h7dMj1jW5c7n7t1xgK5vW1f376M7ZHgvFW7Jjzpx1wTrXBVKQHPX1PZncmf24fpBb04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dNR98qdc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq4K5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3nHW2w5X_C3jqv8jW7-jM6X1-0J2jW1DNQGd3BvF-NN7lgvQN9g_l9W1wWFVr8TGGC2W5rx4bq2d9mWXW21vKJn60y1PCW1wDGwq2cts2GW57gSgN4n-kjlN559BQ7vD8_fW1XJpxN6jj4KXW4-rNnW1gLST-W6fVFQj5x8vfgW90M46F5SR2FDW6R-qsl8wLPfJW3YXFRy3c3jdRW67tFwZ3BVvVxW3Cd9NR72NsJ0N86cZKngpJqCW8ntzD_7pHDZ2W8QZcgc8XQf6YW7qfr876P03H8W1Yqlfj283vrQW6nsgvC9bsZnKVtf2151cC3gYW7bhbY74tD_GMW4-bLjY5tPkRrW7FN9138K6RYNW8X4q2G4lZrbHW5D6y8h7dMj1jW5c7n7t1xgK5vW1f376M7ZHgvFW7Jjzpx1wTrXBVKQHPX1PZncmf24fpBb04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dNR98qdc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW_yLM8nv5HfW8y7wGF1f2psDW2dmkKk5zJwdGN37Jq4K5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3nHW2w5X_C3jqv8jW7-jM6X1-0J2jW1DNQGd3BvF-NN7lgvQN9g_l9W1wWFVr8TGGC2W5rx4bq2d9mWXW21vKJn60y1PCW1wDGwq2cts2GW57gSgN4n-kjlN559BQ7vD8_fW1XJpxN6jj4KXW4-rNnW1gLST-W6fVFQj5x8vfgW90M46F5SR2FDW6R-qsl8wLPfJW3YXFRy3c3jdRW67tFwZ3BVvVxW3Cd9NR72NsJ0N86cZKngpJqCW8ntzD_7pHDZ2W8QZcgc8XQf6YW7qfr876P03H8W1Yqlfj283vrQW6nsgvC9bsZnKVtf2151cC3gYW7bhbY74tD_GMW4-bLjY5tPkRrW7FN9138K6RYNW8X4q2G4lZrbHW5D6y8h7dMj1jW5c7n7t1xgK5vW1f376M7ZHgvFW7Jjzpx1wTrXBVKQHPX1PZncmf24fpBb04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!XtLuqllXWjl1sTPB9b72rwWUjEY6sQjz7KPGROoKDmjbAGJ_9MrhbHrnfG91o1vG3G8bYcJN5x8uyaMH0TdJP4wV-l66mBh6dNR98qdc$

Michelle Mendes has been promoted
as the SDO's new Director of
Programs and Engagement. In her
new position, she will lead the team
responsible for conducting outreach,
creating partnerships with community
organizations, and hosting and
attending events to support

underserved businesses.

A descendant of the Mashpee
Wampanoag Nation, Mendes has
been with the SDO for three years,
and previously served as a
Certification Investigator for diverse

and small businesses.

Congratulations Michelle on this well-

deserved promotion!

Introducing the new SDO Certification Webinars

With the Massachusetts SDO’s new pre-recorded webcast, for-profit

diverse and small businesses no longer need to schedule an online




webinar to apply for certification. With the webcast, you can now learn

about certification and apply on your own timeline!

SDO certification enables traditionally underserved businesses to
market themselves and participate in the state’s bidding process.
Certified businesses are listed in the database used by state buyers
and prime vendors, receive news about upcoming bid opportunities,

and learn about upcoming networking events.

Simply click the appropriate link below and click on the “Job Aid” link
to get started!

Massachusetts-based businesses click here:

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-diversity-certification-as-a-

massachusetts-based-business

Out-of-state-based businesses click here:

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-diversity-certification-as-an-

out-of-state-business

Black Business Month
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August is Black Business Month! For more than two decades, Black
Business Month encourages us to recognize and support black-

owned businesses in our communities.

Check out success stories for black-owned businesses (and other

diverse and small businesses) below!




Check Out these Current and Upcoming Bids!

Bids:

e |TS88: laaS, PaaS, and Related Services. Link to the Bid.

Intents to Bid/Reopen:

WMRO001 - Hazardous/Universal, Medical, and Electronic Waste Disposal
and Emergency Response. Link to the Intent to Reopen

PRF76 - Management Consultants, Program Coordinators, and Planners
Services. Link to the Intent to Reopen

GRO42: School Nutrition Products. Link to the Intent to Reopen

ITT84: Cellular Services and Devices. Link to the Intent to Bid

OFF54: Postage and Mail Processing Equipment, Accessories, Services &
Supplies. Link to the Intent to Bid

HSP45: Laboratory Supplier and Equipment (re-opened). Link to the Intent
to Reopen

ITT85: Network and Communication Services and Hardware. Link to the
Intent to Bid
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There are a number of catering bids, many of which have rolling enroliments:

Catering Conference - Link to the bid

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education - Conference Space,
General Catering Services, and Hotel Accommodations - Link to the bid
Emergency Assistance Food Services - Link to the bid

MassDOT RFR Catering Services - Link to the bid

EA Hotel Motel Provider Services - Link to the bid

Event Services - Link to the bid

RFR 232128 Catering Services, Conference Space, Hotel Room - Link to the bid
Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid

Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid

Event and Emergency Services Contracts - Link to the bid

MDAR- Conference Service Vendors - Link to the bid

Conference Space, General Catering Services, and Hotel Accommodations - Link
to the bid

DCF Meetings16-Conference Space and Catering Services - Link to the bid

You can also check out all the newly posted bids on COMMBUYS each

week by visiting this link.
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SUCCESS STORIES

This month, the SDO celebrates these successes from certified

businesses:

« Film Production Studio Anawan Studios (formerly Anawan

Street Productions) said they are partnering with the Museum
of Fine Arts Boston to hold a film screening at their auditorium.
They will showcase some of their narrative projects to an
audience of 350 people. Prominent people from both the Mass
film industry and other sectors will be in attendance as well as

invited media.

Privé Parking owner Ricardo Louis said his business was

awarded the transportation operations contract for White
Stadium, supporting Boston’s new professional women’s soccer
team—Boston Unity FC. Also, this August 28-30, Privé will lead
all transportation logistics for Boston’s first HBCU Football

Classic, ensuring smooth movement for players, bands, and
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coaches across multiple days of celebration. In 2023, the
company was named as the first Black-owned company to be
awarded the transportation contract for that year's NAACP

National Convention, which was pivotal in growing its business.

NeuroSoph, a certified minority-owned Small Business

Enterprise and participant in the Small Business Purchasing
Program (SBPP), delivered two transformative solutions for
Massachusetts residents. First, they implemented Specto Assist
to modernize the intake experience with MassAbility, reducing
the time to enter application data by more than 80 percent.
Additionally, they are partnering with the Executive Office of
Aging & Independence (AGE) to redesign MassOptions.org.
The new site will provide guided assistance, streamlined
referrals, and integration with backend case management

systems.

4 Insurance LLC Owner Mabelyn Lopez said "Becoming

certified through the Supplier Diversity Office (SDO) as a
Woman-Minority Owned Business has been a transformative
step for our agency. This recognition has opened doors to new
partnerships and allowed us to expand our client portfolio
across industries. Our certification isn’t just a label, we believe it
is a reflection of our commitment to inclusive growth, community
support, and making sure every organization has access to the

protection it deserves."
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Want to tell us about your recent success? Click here and fill out the

online form!

SDO Means
Business

Click here for more!

Are you SDO

Certified?

If you have a business owned by minorities, women, veterans, those
with a disability, members of the LGBT community, and/or you own a
small Massachusetts-based business, you are eligible for a vital
source of support: SDO Certification.

Once you are certified, you will get updates on upcoming state
contracts, have access to hours of free training, be given access to
the Supplier Diversity Hub, and you will be added to the SDO’s

diverse and small vendor database, which is used by Prime Vendors,
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state departments, cities and towns, and private businesses looking to

spend with diverse and small businesses.

SDO certification is free and can provide your business with new

opportunities and prospects.

In FY2024, the Commonwealth spent $3.78 billion with diverse and
small businesses. Many Massachusetts businesses say certification
not only helped them stay in business during the pandemic but thrive

because of new prospects.

Please note that if you are already certified with one of our partner
organizations (such as Center for Women & Enterprise (CWE),
Greater New England Minority Supplier Development Council
(GNEMSDC), City of Boston, etc.), the steps to becoming SDO

certified are simple and straightforward.

To learn more about SDO Certification please click here!
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New Updates to the Supplier Diversity Hub

The Supplier Diversity Hub ("The Hub"), a networking tool used to
connect diverse and small businesses with interested parties, recently
made a number of updates to make the system even more essential.

Now, with these updates, vendors using the Hub will be able to
receive important notifications on bids, update their profiles, and
upload brochures for their businesses. Agencies and prime vendors
will be able to search vendors by departmental contracts and by
ethnicity (MBEs only).

If you are a vendor or agency who has yet to use The Hub, please
click here to get started; if you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us at webmaster.sdo@mass.gov.
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Supplier Diversity Hub

Welcome to the Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Hub (The Hub).
This online portal facilitates connections between diverse and small businesses,
Commonwealth public buyers, pnme bidders, contractors, and resource providers.
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The new Hub log-in screen

Reminder - Race/Ethnicity

Information for MBESs

Currently, the Supplier Diversity Office (SDO) makes public the race
and ethnicity of our certified Minority Business Enterprises (MBESs).
This change is in response to many buyers looking to make
purchases from Black, Latino/Hispanic, Asian, and Native

American/Indigenous Persons-Owned Businesses. These businesses




are still classified as MBEs, but the additional racial makeup is

publicly available in our search engine.

While this information is public, it does not affect any vendor's
diversity status as an MBE, their ability to bid on and win bids, and
their benefits with the SDO.

If any MBE would prefer to make their race and ethnicity information

private, please contact us at webmaster.SDO@mass.gov.

Diverse Business Certification Updates

The SDO certified 49 businesses in July 2025. For the latest list of
newly-certified businesses, please click here.

REMINDER: SDO certification expires three years after the date of
issue and renewal notices are sent via email to the primary contact on
file. SDO-certified businesses should log in and review your contact
information periodically to ensure that your certification stays up to
date.
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Upcoming Vendor Classes

Small Business Purchasing Program (SBPP) for Vendors - NEW!

Executive Agencies must give special consideration to SBPP
participants when buying non-construction goods and services

estimated to cost $250,000 or less per year.

One of the many benefits of the program is it can help you market
your business to Massachusetts’ Executive Department buyers. The

program is free!

To qualify for the program, you must be a Massachusetts small
business, in business for at least one year, employee 50 or fewer

employees, and gross less than $15 million a year.

The class outlines the specific qualifications and the application

processes. You will also learn how to search for bid opportunities in




COMMBUYS and available resources to help you grow your

business.

Upcoming dates:

o August 28,9 a.m.
« September 17,9 a.m.

Link to reqister

Certified Vendor Onboarding — Using Your Certification to
Unlock Opportunities

(PRE-REQUISITE: for Certified Diverse Businesses)

Learn more about using your certification to identify opportunities in
public procurement and develop business-to-business relationships
with other vendors. This training covers SDO programs, exploring

business opportunities, creating SDP partnerships, and introducing

free resources available to help grow your business.

Upcoming dates:

« August 26, 9 a.m.
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« September 30, 9 a.m.

Link to reqister

Prime Contractor Onboarding

(PRE-REQUISITE: This class is for Prime Contractors currently on

Statewide and/or Departmental contracts).

Prime contractors are required to spend a percentage of contract
sales with certified diverse businesses and report the spend. This
webinar will help prime contractors understand how to meet the

Supplier Diversity Plan (SDP) requirement. This class gives an

overview of SDP, where to find eligible partners, and how to report
SDP spend.

Upcoming dates:
« September 25, 9-10AM

Link to reqister
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Vendor Hub Reporting - for Prime Contractors

(PRE-REQUISITE: for Prime Contractors currently on Departmental
contracts)

As part of all contract terms and conditions, prime contractors are
required to report spending in the Supplier Diversity Hub. In this class,
you will learn how to register in the Hub, submit SDP spend reports,

add and manage users, and view current spend.

Upcoming dates:

o August 13,9 a.m.

o September 4,9 a.m.

Link to reqister

Don’t Miss Out! Responding to RFQs

(PRE-REQUISITE: for Small Business Purchasing Program

participants currently on Statewide and/or Departmental contracts)

Don’t miss out on another COMMBUY'S opportunity! In this class you

will learn the benefits of the SBPP, the mechanics of a Request for
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Quotes, how to identify and respond to an RFQ, and how RFQ’s are

evaluated.

Upcoming dates:
« September 24, 9-10AM

Link to reqister

Supplier Diversity Program for Health and Human Service

Providers

(PRE-REQUISITE: This class is for Service Providers currently on

Purchase of Service contracts)

Service providers on state contracts are required to develop
partnerships with certified diverse vendors and report spend. This

class gives an overview of the Supplier Diversity Program (SDP),

where to find eligible partners, and how to report SDP spend in the
UFR.
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Upcoming dates:

« September 23, 9-10AM

Link to reqister

Follow us on:

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Office (SDO)
1 Ashburton Place

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Certification HelpDesk: Webmaster.SDO@mass.gov
SDP & SBPP HelpDesk: sdp@mass.gov
Phone: (617) 502-8843

Was this email forwarded to you? Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter here.

Manage Preferences

Unsubscribe
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