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New Guidance from the Attorney
General's Office

Recently, Massachusetts Attorney General Andrea Joy Campbell co-led a
coalition of 16 attorneys general, issuing guidance to help businesses,
nonprofits, and other organizations understand the viability and importance
of diversity, equity, inclusion and accessibility policies. Attorney General

Campbell's press release can be found here.

For our part, the SDO is a state agency that receives no federal funding.
Federal executive orders do not impact or change SDO certifications or
programs, or the SDQO’s mission of increasing diverse and small business
spending in Massachusetts.
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In February we celebrate Black History Month, where we

acknowledge the contributions and achievements of Black

Americans.

In the spirit of Black History Month, here are a few of our certified

Black-Owned businesses who have found recent success!

Coils to Locks, a wholesaler and ecommerce retailer of coily, curly
wigs for medical hair loss, has been featured in a number of media

outlets recently. Check out their coverage in the Bay State Banner,

Black Enterprise, and Dana Farber's Insights Blog!

Over the past three months, project management firm Soleil
Conseiller has expanded its impact with new offerings and increased
industry recognition. In November, December, and January, Soleil
rolled out three strategic services: Premier Project Management
Advisory, Microsoft Project Portfolio (PPM) Rollout Accelerator, and
Project Rescue & Recovery—each designed to help organizations
optimize project success. At the same time, their thought leadership
gained national and global visibility, as owner René Little was
published in the Project Management Institute (PMI) blog, which

featured Black Leaders Worldwide.
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Velney Construction CEO Josue Velney, has officially become a
Phius Certified Builder (CPHB). Phius (Passive House Institute US)
sets the gold standard for sustainable construction. A statement from
Velney construction said "this certification reflects Josue’s
commitment to creating structures that are not only environmentally
friendly but also cost-effective and comfortable. (It) is a testament to
his dedication to advancing energy-efficient, high-performance

building practices."

If you have a business success story you'd like to share, please let us

know!

Check Out these Current and Upcoming Bids!

o ITS82: IT Accessibility Services. Link to the Intent to Bid.

e |TT84: Cellular Services and Devices. Link to the Intent to Bid

o HSP45: Laboratory Supplier and Equipment. Link to the Intent to Bid

o |TT85: Network and Communication Services and Hardware. Link to the
Intent to Bid

o PRF85: Enterprise Temporary Help Services. Link to the Intent to Bid
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e The Massachusetts Human Resources Division (HRD) has posted a
solicitation for Arbitrators. Please review the COMMBUYS listing for the bid
announcement.

There are a number of catering bids, many of which have rolling enroliments:

e Catering Conference - Link to the bid

e Emergency Assistance Food Services - Link to the bid

e MassDOT RFR Catering Services - Link to the bid

e EA Hotel Motel Provider Services - Link to the bid

e Event Services - Link to the bid

¢ RFR 232128 Catering Services, Conference Space, Hotel Room - Link to the
bid

e Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid

¢ Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid

o Event and Emergency Services Contracts - Link to the bid

e MDAR- Conference Service Vendors - Link to the bid

¢ Conference Space, General Catering Services, and Hotel Accommodations -
Link to the bid

¢ DCF Meetings16-Conference Space and Catering Services - Link to the bid

You can also check out all the newly posted bids on COMMBUYS each

week by visiting this link.
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Caption: BECMA President and CEO Nicole Obi (center) with SDO Certification Renewal Specialist Bianca Tavarez (left) and SDO
Construction Program Coordinator Meghan Costa (right) at the Black History Month celebration at the Statehouse.

The SDO was on hand to celebrate Black History Month at the Statehouse's Great
Hall of Flags on February 5th. In an event hosted by Governor Maura Healey's
Black Empowerment Council, attendees honored the contributions of African

Americans in Massachusetts.

One of the attendees was Nicole Obi, President & CEO of the Black Economic
Council of Massachusetts (BECMA) as well as the Chairperson of the SDO
Advisory Board. On February 22, Obi was honored at the Afro-Caribbean Black
History Gala & Awards, a celebration of Massachusetts' Caribbean American

community. Congratulations Nicole on this well-deserved honor!




U.S. Haitian Chamber of Commerce to

Host "Women in Entrepreneurship” Event

HOSTED BY

US. HAITIAN

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC

Women in
Entrepreneurship
- A HOLISTIC APPROACH -

SAVE THE DATE

MODERATED BY
US Haitian Chamber Board Secretary

Join the U.S. Haitian Chamber of Commerce, Inc. for an empowering
discussion on Women in Entrepreneurship! This dynamic event,
moderated by Emmanuela Romain-Amedee, MBA, will bring together
women leaders, entrepreneurs, and professionals to explore key

topics essential for success.

Saturday, March 29, 2025

Q 10AM-2PM

@ Mattapan Branch of the Boston Public Library — 1350 Blue Hill Ave,



Boston, MA 02126

@

=

o

Topics of Discussion Include:

Leadership Development

Financial Literacy & Resources in Massachusetts
Navigating Gender Bias in the Workforce
Work-Life Balance

Sustainability: Branding, Technology & Innovation
Mental Health & Stress Management

Legal Representation

4 Attendees can gain valuable insights, network with industry

leaders, and take their entrepreneurial journey to the next level.

Reqister here!

SDO [Vleans
Business

Click here for more!
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Are you SDO
Certified?

If you have a business owned by minorities, women, veterans, those
with a disability, members of the LGBT community, and/or you own a
small Massachusetts-based business, you are eligible for a vital

source of support: SDO Certification.

Once you are certified, you will get updates on upcoming state
contracts, have access to hours of free training, be given access to
the Supplier Diversity Hub, and you will be added to the SDO’s
diverse and small vendor database, which is used by Prime Vendors,
state departments, cities and towns, and private businesses looking to

spend with diverse and small businesses.

SDO certification is free and can provide your business with new

opportunities and prospects.

In FY2023, the Commonwealth spent $3.38 billion with diverse and
small businesses. Many Massachusetts businesses say certification
not only helped them stay in business during the pandemic but thrive

because of new prospects.



Please note that if you area already certified with one of our partner
organizations (such as Center for Women & Enterprise (CWE),
Greater New England Minority Supplier Development Council
(GNEMSDC), City of Boston, etc.), the steps to becoming SDO

certified are simple and straightforward.

To learn more about SDO Certification please click here!

THE
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The supplier dlver5|ty engine

New Updates to the Supplier Diversity Hub

The Supplier Diversity Hub ("The Hub"), a networking tool used to
connect diverse and small businesses with interested parties, recently
made a number of updates to make the system even more essential.

Now, with these updates, vendors using the Hub will be able to
receive important notifications on bids, update their profiles, and
upload brochures for their businesses. Agencies and prime vendors
will be able to search vendors by departmental contracts and by
ethnicity (MBEs only).
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If you are a vendor or agency who has yet to use The Hub, please
click here to get started; if you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us at webmaster.sdo@mass.gov.

Supplier Diversity Hub

Welcome to the Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Hub (The Hub).
This online portal facilitates connections between diverse and small businesses,
Commonwealth public buyers, pime bidders, contractors, and resource providers.

New Users Existing Users

Ta sk ¥ v quality 0 use the Hub, Sveme
ard wrall brneisen, Commormeal® pubbe
burpers, prisa bidderi, ooniracion, and Melounos
prowiden shosld click here; .
Rl Pariimoed

S— Ex

Sxpplier Diverity Office (00} Home

The new Hub log-in screen

W
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Diverse Business
Certification Updates

The SDO certified 73
businesses in January 2025.
For the latest list of newly-
certified businesses, please
click here.

REMINDER: SDO certification
expires three years after the
date of issue and renewal
notices are sent via email to the
primary contact on file. SDO-
certified businesses should log
in and review your contact
information periodically to
ensure that your certification
stays up to date.

Pre-Certification
Webinars

For businesses wishing to apply
for SDO certification, attending
a Pre-Certification Webinar is a
must. This webinar covers the
different types of SDO and
SDO-recognized third-party
certifications as well as the
State certification process.

Registration is now available for
webinars in April 2025. Sign up
here.

Follow us on:

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Office (SDO)

1 Ashburton Place
Boston, Massachusetts 02108


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VX9Xl35MjzHpW59dyCJ1WJ8N0W37H_hZ5st4kQN9h9bJC3qn9gW95jsWP6lZ3kMW20ScpK8PgXB1W3cpZwr4wwsQ7W8Zlq2_2DY152N934nY8JzbT-W6M-7fR96Q6n8W4ZLmnG5-VkFzW29bpP19gbgVLW5VLZZP6rR7ysVR5wtN45T9PQW14JF4-5n1524W5lfXrp5GhxgTW7-Ltlm8SJycFW4KlpZ-2qCJ4mW81-Xcz5pjB_hVzmqQP7yxfMvW7GNmbZ1pRKvqW1tPFC-6QpWTpW6v2RWr5J74lfW5JnBVl6NsZKHW8LVKpt7JG7kwW2cL-KD5NRck1W4fbsHt9fDgfZW41KKCB90nWY9W6jtzxl7_wMnyW7YW8Qh2w-q-NW62LcjS5kD3j0W6_Q0RG3YGYHnW2nHf6H6SRmChW6g27SK8wsJbVW1bLJtM3ngPGJf1M-PNY04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!SzwX9vX3VNzj_mpN0p5ivQcOQwAWGwdHBmOtVRihd-uJZHPnuITe5JAA76JXiRSUSFfOEdSOqqlDQKV83dLVsPzZPSFOHbF68t-qMHXk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VX9Xl35MjzHpW59dyCJ1WJ8N0W37H_hZ5st4kQN9h9bJC3qn9gW95jsWP6lZ3q1W2XlnST62pCfqW22_wk46dncsMW6-3HCw5NsKCRW7nDT3y7c_kkjW5jKcQh3RTswlW6tfVpW7bCkv1W5jsHHw7Kv8zcVTCTGC198ntgW3hXnwd1ptwXDW1y8NZy5FBdknW54sHSP4HYdzwVZ3dGD1BsBBnW4py_GQ7vTysTW2hX3qZ7pHWbKW3hF1Dm2VJf22VqsNY95qjM7XW7J29_Z4PQ0NPW8ngWlT8r68THN8BDz4BkvfzQW544Zn93-d4y8W7FQhFS8nlSDrW4RFXWk3bztKLW7wc5xr8rkDxjN57-dRfPjxLLW6xZ3Xv24qt_gW8LLr-G2KYYrpN5q4nc9F2yy_N5sJK1-TfDSbW3_9dW78-J0RqW5sMmxD1GTfkWf5x1qv-04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!SzwX9vX3VNzj_mpN0p5ivQcOQwAWGwdHBmOtVRihd-uJZHPnuITe5JAA76JXiRSUSFfOEdSOqqlDQKV83dLVsPzZPSFOHbF68tiikZ4f$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VX9Xl35MjzHpW59dyCJ1WJ8N0W37H_hZ5st4kQN9h9bJC3qn9gW95jsWP6lZ3q1W2XlnST62pCfqW22_wk46dncsMW6-3HCw5NsKCRW7nDT3y7c_kkjW5jKcQh3RTswlW6tfVpW7bCkv1W5jsHHw7Kv8zcVTCTGC198ntgW3hXnwd1ptwXDW1y8NZy5FBdknW54sHSP4HYdzwVZ3dGD1BsBBnW4py_GQ7vTysTW2hX3qZ7pHWbKW3hF1Dm2VJf22VqsNY95qjM7XW7J29_Z4PQ0NPW8ngWlT8r68THN8BDz4BkvfzQW544Zn93-d4y8W7FQhFS8nlSDrW4RFXWk3bztKLW7wc5xr8rkDxjN57-dRfPjxLLW6xZ3Xv24qt_gW8LLr-G2KYYrpN5q4nc9F2yy_N5sJK1-TfDSbW3_9dW78-J0RqW5sMmxD1GTfkWf5x1qv-04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!SzwX9vX3VNzj_mpN0p5ivQcOQwAWGwdHBmOtVRihd-uJZHPnuITe5JAA76JXiRSUSFfOEdSOqqlDQKV83dLVsPzZPSFOHbF68tiikZ4f$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VX9Xl35MjzHpW59dyCJ1WJ8N0W37H_hZ5st4kQN9h9bGx5nXHsW50kH_H6lZ3pMN1pgN38Sk89bVf_9xc92rz4RW78qzQP4D2c4yW4Z-ctk4WC4rzN1HlJlHrcvZSW8v8kjk4C0pzQW26CZsD7jRbYZN4F48-2xpp0lW2v7zfd4SgB5NMHVX7tmrzGFW1h53md57dgZzW7PLK8Q61CnYTW4clMvN5yFDvYW1_clfv8sHBBzW4x5V2W635WCZW85yY9m8byN7yW4CJrh839m4F_VDXqmX4r6j66W1nYFsp4NwM6FW2D6b3P3QYP2QN5s_B1vxyZmJW220xkH8tT09PW8hGv_Y7m9pxTW6KZXpm3clJm2W6jJp4L4QzJN2W9fbXtj2N0XYWW3QbxGD8y_L61W6V5ThM4kRYk3W69p8W471D-cnW20DLb55TtH_sW5XVvJ83jk-GyN5qn8hK1GP7Wf3zrGKM04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!SzwX9vX3VNzj_mpN0p5ivQcOQwAWGwdHBmOtVRihd-uJZHPnuITe5JAA76JXiRSUSFfOEdSOqqlDQKV83dLVsPzZPSFOHbF68ppOpFki$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VX9Xl35MjzHpW59dyCJ1WJ8N0W37H_hZ5st4kQN9h9bJC3qn9gW95jsWP6lZ3msVm9Qvp6WSmb8W2r7hmX2-1M71W1HfxKY7D3rbzW1jrY7l4jDfKHW2PBQsK8s3RlWW96Q0Z01538qYW4G-rKC7w10JTVTkQ-R5QpFVcVF4D997Cn5TtW4V58s55DLP1sW8xjH_T9kmSyHW8BLQlk3HRynpVZCLZS1FNtpZW4XTnC93xz9Z6W7TK13m60CgJ3W92P6Mn5WmsxrW6qPRZg7r9qswW6j5CcS37w3WTW2Cjrss1T55kWN4J_SBB5XmrrW7-KZhg51zqdrW8RknYC5t4pxkVPWwnd4LFjVpW8lz_hw2TLHJ-W6G5T1J8h53zqW5z0rcP58VgnVW3K4VnR4ZcPbrW6CBjCW1XBNlHN2whK902H3XSN41gnjqv6fx0f6whrYC04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!SzwX9vX3VNzj_mpN0p5ivQcOQwAWGwdHBmOtVRihd-uJZHPnuITe5JAA76JXiRSUSFfOEdSOqqlDQKV83dLVsPzZPSFOHbF68lFEkEoD$

Certification HelpDesk: Webmaster.SDO@mass.gov
SDP & SBPP HelpDesk: sdp@mass.gov
Phone: (617) 502-8843

Was this email forwarded to you? Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter here.

Manage Preferences
Unsubscribe



mailto:webmaster.sdo@mass.gov
mailto:sdp@mass.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VX9Xl35MjzHpW59dyCJ1WJ8N0W37H_hZ5st4kQN9h9bJj3qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3mDN1572ymKZyLMW6xwWqx9kz4HFW6vqPxX7nt3BDW1xBQFK2WF5TbW5TZwm66RxKVJN7GbqSHVB9dsW1dPzRW1ftyWfN1LqNCpcQjZpW3p--3P4wdJpVW8J-s7K5fftVMW57Q-4X98CwjrW1tPJnq9605X5W7QGftJ4YwXK9W2xSmdg4Smrs2W74mBy_9f3rz-VQ8zR458V7gPW3VP2BG590T8_W2X8jhh1pGN3QW9g0dgW722CY5W7ZWpVP5bz_NTN5_Fw64RXMfQW5pQ96d5XhqkZW2n5ldj8cL_6rW3dhSl14zFnx-W3WRcxq156tzDW7CpmDJ3CRHL6W2jQKWv4LCMTXW7zH9Rm6vxMYsf5CPNQv04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!SzwX9vX3VNzj_mpN0p5ivQcOQwAWGwdHBmOtVRihd-uJZHPnuITe5JAA76JXiRSUSFfOEdSOqqlDQKV83dLVsPzZPSFOHbF68iXs-yLZ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/hs-21098749.s.hubspotemail.net/hs/preferences-center/en/page?data=W2nXS-N30h-SvW4t6SDb4fLL01W49ghxF24TyY0W2sDgH33z9Z2PW1XbBNS3ZNNm6W347jD71Qv7-3W4cs6Gv2387x3W3GYV9s4hrl7SW3bllwF47FTFfW3T2yfB1ZcBw8W3M10vy4p5zXvW3N_D3M4fLKS7W1S4MrK3jfYpDW4fxYBN3VZp1fW3M904t1Qyxw8W1LlFpm4r7s5YW2w4m5W49Pf5XW3274fX2FRKjXW1SjsyG3_VS3DW4cQCGy1XbB9lW1XrZ801L7s2cW4rfdX4362tPyW22RzpC4hMl0YW349PTz3C9MdXW41DqVK3ZCb-JW2v_2642CMjS5W2MMhMd4mDKStW2YxYhL2TqJFFW2Wq0Sw1NFKytW2PTQNK32HbZ5W2D0s-P2PxXh9W3SL4Wv1N3YkcW3Hc1LY4rfMGfW4tCJZP3dzcXrW1Bp-8K43P0q9W3_L5hz4mytxSW2RSNzN3NQbqTW47kSQc30CFrmW25000H4fkb75W2RtjQH3ChbqHW2w34CW1_qfGqW1ScQLk30tYcJW2CHzt-38mnVfW3__92l2Thb6lW3_N9Bn45ykyLW3dkKVX2nJnmRf21k0Zm04&utm_campaign=Pathway*20Newsletter*20Campaign&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=348831158&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_jk6Gwdw6xEhSHrh1xE5cNqyjlvtss164OBDj8akJonK747f1BBbO8Gpra0uGHd4mGXNrw7xe7dvncz-lHXAaulYe_YA&_hsmi=348831158__;JSU!!CPANwP4y!SzwX9vX3VNzj_mpN0p5ivQcOQwAWGwdHBmOtVRihd-uJZHPnuITe5JAA76JXiRSUSFfOEdSOqqlDQKV83dLVsPzZPSFOHbF68m2p4Y7L$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/hs-21098749.s.hubspotemail.net/hs/preferences-center/en/direct?data=W2nXS-N30h-SvW4t6SDb4fLL01W49ghxF24TyY0W2sDgH33z9Z2PW1XbBNS3ZNNm6W347jD71Qv7-3W4cs6Gv2387x3W3GYV9s4hrl7SW3bllwF47FTFfW3T2yfB1ZcBw8W3M10vy4p5zXvW3N_D3M4fLKS7W1S4MrK3jfYpDW4fxYBN3VZp1fW3M904t1Qyxw8W1LlFpm4r7s5YW2w4m5W49Pf5XW3274fX2FRKjXW1SjsyG3_VS3DW4cQCGy1XbB9lW1XrZ801L7s2cW4rfdX4362tPyW22RzpC4hMl0YW349PTz3C9MdXW41DqVK3ZCb-JW2v_2642CMjS5W2MMhMd4mDKStW2YxYhL2TqJFFW2Wq0Sw1NFKytW2PTQNK32HbZ5W2D0s-P2PxXh9W3SL4Wv1N3YkcW3Hc1LY4rfMGfW4tCJZP3dzcXrW1Bp-8K43P0q9W3_L5hz4mytxSW2RSNzN3NQbqTW47kSQc30CFrmW25000H4fkb75W2RtjQH3ChbqHW2w34CW1_qfGqW1ScQLk30tYcJW2CHzt-38mnVfW3__92l2Thb6lW3_N9Bn45ykyLW3dkKVX2nJnmRf21k0Zm04&utm_campaign=Pathway*20Newsletter*20Campaign&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=348831158&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_jk6Gwdw6xEhSHrh1xE5cNqyjlvtss164OBDj8akJonK747f1BBbO8Gpra0uGHd4mGXNrw7xe7dvncz-lHXAaulYe_YA&_hsmi=348831158__;JSU!!CPANwP4y!SzwX9vX3VNzj_mpN0p5ivQcOQwAWGwdHBmOtVRihd-uJZHPnuITe5JAA76JXiRSUSFfOEdSOqqlDQKV83dLVsPzZPSFOHbF68uv94bnB$

