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The Diversity Business Exhibit is a two-day event with guest 

speakers, exhibitors, and workshops. This conference, trade show, 

and networking event is designed specifically for entrepreneurs, 

business leaders, and nonprofit professionals. 

The SDO will be at the Convention Center on Friday, September 12. 

We will have a table in the exhibition hall, and our Director of 

Programs and Engagement Michelle Mendes will be part of a panel 

discussing certification at 11:45 a.m. 

Details: 

Friday, Sept. 12, 2025 

Rhode Island Convention Center, Providence, RI 

Click here for more information and to register 

Saturday, Sep. 13, 2025 

Newport Mansions, Newport, RI 

Click here for more information and to register 
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ_43qn9qW7Y8-PT6lZ3pNW2t1TKt6y6N4hW3fpfqt8dGFZcW3YnBSN4VLHStW8-B2l589KLxgW3f8g7q2PxD93W7tF6Cp9fzkkDW8j35Fk5XkxlFVXpTBD3FRz-4W1Y2T3N71xQxmW2rzdMr1nS5JQV7KczB4DnJ5kW5pqjZ59j2YZyW6ClG9J72SRcPVwxs4v5BkDFMW8zHm5F5Mf8WYW8-YXnd6-CX-sW8pm-tV94Mx5yN5nq2sVv46SgVvStcb5YcXgWVnSpgG31rgsDW1p3T944LBJB8W7sYJVl7XQvqXW91bXL-5QhBszVk_g_H677bN4W3HsngP8wzGnPVQc3KF5VQSTtf6njbs804__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UHYgkiAJ$


MassAbility Partners in Possibility 

Sept. 24 

Designed for both current and prospective business partners, this free 

event offers a forum to share success stories, explore effective hiring 

practices, and strengthen the connection to MassAbility (formerly the 

Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission). 

The SDO will be there to talk about our new Empowering Abilities in 

Contracting and Employment (EACE) Program, which promotes the 

further inclusion of Disability-Owned Business Enterprises (DOBEs) 

and Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Business Enterprises 

(SDVOBEs) in statewide contracting. 

Details: 

Wednesday, September 24 

7:30am - 1:10pm 



Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel & Trade Center 

181 Boston Post Road West Marlborough, MA 

Register today! Breakfast and lunch will be provided. Deadline to 

register is 9/10/25. 

Hispanic Heritage Month - Sept. 

15-Oct. 15 

Please join the SDO as we celebrate National Hispanic Heritage 

Month! The event celebrates the history and contributions of those 

who came from Mexico, Spain, the Caribbean, and South- and 

Central America. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3lrW1rz-gt47yyJVW7DthPp7Y6p18W3Mjl0j5skFvwN4bwnxvkxsXhN4XSTb3ryY60W4284bf8Jr1BYW63wjZw7-2KTNW3TyYCw82WLh5W3vQFKb8x4CqjW5fcS_P8-d-xFW4Ht9YV1TK2__W5LC0z32GWmk2W3TxTBT7nHG_HW8SRBZ19hvflWW2WjpKF4ZGDLGVvR00C2L6GB_W2nQHD98Vz7T4W8WkvSg8g1hytVYkGk97FN754W46HV8y2Hr9HnW8B2K_v4G_KRrW911fsw4wGqGpW1QS4X73cCJWLW8G4q4p7Hs22YVCfBBg5qMTDCW58cHYq7sPbm0W55gJQB1FwFMhW80kSbG3zMlHfN7d6VwjTTpgbW8YmjsL8VfstWW8Z7cbN4MfBYNW45bys-7QHM84W3RG9d87WKZlnW3Bcn7n6xyGKFf3ph13F04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UP1277yS$


To learn more about Hispanic Heritage Month, click here! 

New SDO Certification Webcasts 

With the Massachusetts SDO’s new pre-recorded webcast, for-profit 

diverse and small businesses no longer need to schedule an online 

webinar to apply for certification. With the webcast, you can now learn 

about certification and apply on your own timeline! 

SDO certification enables traditionally underserved businesses to 

market themselves and participate in the state’s bidding process. 

Certified businesses are listed in the database used by state buyers 

and prime vendors, receive news about upcoming bid opportunities, 

and learn about upcoming networking events. 

Simply click the appropriate link below and click on the “Job Aid” link 

to get started! 

Massachusetts-based businesses click here: 

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-diversity-certification-as-a-

massachusetts-based-business 

Out-of-state-based businesses click here: 

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-diversity-certification-as-an-

out-of-state-business 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-P5nXHCW7lCGcx6lZ3k_W4j-VHT1K4GzvW8fNkQR7-L41JW7yWyLx6kYkMTW95L-JM7N5hj5N7vsZrZKJfgTW95LMBt58-MhFW2FsDBQ7C54yKN2Dl6VcMGGvfW3pVb9B5T4H5fW8YFqDh7_33FlW7ZQ-Z18NwftnW12Y2X08tK_RtV2srGx4NX5vgMSRW3h8NM2jW7dTzvl9f4k1wW1brDz32FmlQrW8DY_8r9089jCVGVfHj7CxL5vW3Ddr7g6wbXlcW58QKyk7Kq8XtVxLp8_5dsWVmW4-LGpd6HP9P4W1qZns48t7-HgW1L1clp6qBNLxW5054NF9hwh1kW6Qy-b03GC6dNW3KssvJ2s65tYW7kbtKc47FgrwW2bPR2l5tSvt8W6DP6bV6F2W7mW5LhXtv2JqpN7VH6z8Y8kRVl3N6XGMBqF9tSsV4nrz32Tby5CVjQ8-W2D_ThdW2b9hvS6Z27vyW8K7SK78p8fYhVV6gbl1Dj6WqW6rLqWf6vtZTXVsP96h83-2SMf1SZDb804__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UEVxOcLH$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3m0W2NVGXh6gvjBxW6S-F__6ly2ZfW1SS_5x7pzt1XW8cPR4X2JV_BLW2hk-Sn8sYz_KN6_SnY1sxm19N56bg-WKSdMHW4Ww8Ps5KJlZjW1fqpmx5pGtvXW312-KP1mYywcVMKh012JJMKWN806tsx-vQLCW4Q2MH-8nqpF1W92Y_TS6jYgwYV3sp1F4CydwpW3F3TRs3Y689BMKvDWck2Xh3W4vP-5-2jkJ35W2zSbPF7YBdrZW50s1xS7hxtkTW7KH3Rf5dDfvVW2R-6H32lz-tHV_479G7XF9cnW876dKW910RLRW41YfDR6VV41NW65Vjdv7ydz9VW6RjwHv8n1lYfW46s7xZ6RPzcyW6y_VFh1Nxvk0W580cs27K8-QQW9cN3xf2TgWGyW9bvMF55jBJ27W3m6RgW7rqQjhW4VGFnN6G0Wp7f3y3RSv04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UBJb5hW2$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3m0W2NVGXh6gvjBxW6S-F__6ly2ZfW1SS_5x7pzt1XW8cPR4X2JV_BLW2hk-Sn8sYz_KN6_SnY1sxm19N56bg-WKSdMHW4Ww8Ps5KJlZjW1fqpmx5pGtvXW312-KP1mYywcVMKh012JJMKWN806tsx-vQLCW4Q2MH-8nqpF1W92Y_TS6jYgwYV3sp1F4CydwpW3F3TRs3Y689BMKvDWck2Xh3W4vP-5-2jkJ35W2zSbPF7YBdrZW50s1xS7hxtkTW7KH3Rf5dDfvVW2R-6H32lz-tHV_479G7XF9cnW876dKW910RLRW41YfDR6VV41NW65Vjdv7ydz9VW6RjwHv8n1lYfW46s7xZ6RPzcyW6y_VFh1Nxvk0W580cs27K8-QQW9cN3xf2TgWGyW9bvMF55jBJ27W3m6RgW7rqQjhW4VGFnN6G0Wp7f3y3RSv04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UBJb5hW2$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3nkVphgsv6Y_SpqN4pHmVmBvTbNW3HZLXv8wJG_qM5cc94j7vq4W4sKTLH57QTJQW6r1V1Y3YCCwvW50Nxbf14THc3W4P2pDp5JppmrVkwgPl7F_2tMW514ZgZ3SsfQKW82r1fr1XlyY6W5Y3g42323GLLW9hph3-1CvhPdW19bJRk22-YMTW3XW2b96hM_j9W854S2g3dMTs2Vr_dlK7MgHS5W71Q3Vb7Ld-fwW80XYj646ZYVQW60WKjR5LycS3W2-vYF06VKKZFW6HsfMb5qnP_VW5Bx0Ws2ML9HjW5Sz8bR2sQg56W6Z5PnP14wy7FW7zjyt82JKzSLW3v065857HdTJW26qQbF7CMJlxW7nJjkr83cWF3N5_KQPgNQ7BgVpQzzN54drGqN2B-j6zMLZd4W133vWs7t7hGmW5nYkBr6RyWBmf5d5XqC04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UNpfTiQ_$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3nkVphgsv6Y_SpqN4pHmVmBvTbNW3HZLXv8wJG_qM5cc94j7vq4W4sKTLH57QTJQW6r1V1Y3YCCwvW50Nxbf14THc3W4P2pDp5JppmrVkwgPl7F_2tMW514ZgZ3SsfQKW82r1fr1XlyY6W5Y3g42323GLLW9hph3-1CvhPdW19bJRk22-YMTW3XW2b96hM_j9W854S2g3dMTs2Vr_dlK7MgHS5W71Q3Vb7Ld-fwW80XYj646ZYVQW60WKjR5LycS3W2-vYF06VKKZFW6HsfMb5qnP_VW5Bx0Ws2ML9HjW5Sz8bR2sQg56W6Z5PnP14wy7FW7zjyt82JKzSLW3v065857HdTJW26qQbF7CMJlxW7nJjkr83cWF3N5_KQPgNQ7BgVpQzzN54drGqN2B-j6zMLZd4W133vWs7t7hGmW5nYkBr6RyWBmf5d5XqC04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UNpfTiQ_$


MassDevelopment Offering Microloans 

for Small Massachusetts-Based 

Businesses 

For nearly 30 years, MassDevelopment has used economic 

development tools, creative financing strategies, and experienced 

staff to stimulate business, drive economic growth, and help 

communities thrive across the Commonwealth. 

MassDevelopment currently offers Microloans for Massachusetts 

small businesses from $5,000 to $100,000 to assist with working 

capital, or the purchase of furniture, fixtures, supplies, materials, 

and/or equipment. To qualify, businesses need to have been in 

business for at least 12 months and be a for-profit company. 

For more information on the microloan program, click here or 

visit this site to learn more about MassDevelopment's products and 

services. 

Check Out these Current and Upcoming Bids! 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3l5W1fKNYw4xpn8GW1bCrC51bGWmqW55ZSXN25v5VLW1rlHcK1hsmYCN3WjbGHbfhkKW6d3pmr70_CsWN1H0kFgkVGkLW3-CvMZ7Q8pB7N2TlBSl5QFhLW7pWK0349kVb3W3s262V4cDnb_W18dMRf4Yb0mmW3bbZqN3sNjtxW5N5TlW362MQWW1_wwLd7wg5GvW6JN70M1MvxtPW6d0XBs5nRr0ZN1kFGC934y10W2K6xpw7Sz9zbW73fnTr7Kp9X5VDfj6p5SgJ7zW3tVywq1nTBsrW81m98c4rmdqgW1q2Tsp1xS9lPW2vZHlf2XlDMqW7vRMKr80JNPNW894HZq5hBN79W47vkql2rGzl-W7TS3PP6YkJ4TF13j-Lq69PHW8rJsdt2tlCX-W5jnSXB6nywRsVsXhC47_Xbb6W590-Sx4_qqcYf6l1fXz04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UIa7avhg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3mjW7hp2d91Jt-c-W7H34k_1n34LSW4FNPWV93zzylVQQxtV3HwRzpW1S12115FNFqZW3Hf_Th5ZHrTbW3cB18D7tLGjVW6ZTWDR5XFY6ZW3s_hMM1fjSC5W5yMg9Y4gR7RXV2BSSr8Jybz9VQn5Nn5DFsp4W5flTBD3rkV_KV7JBSD3dVrSkW8wnVVf42fwtdW2H7YS313yTBcW7Tb6Jz8s4qxfW1Vn-d24KgLVwW52TgRC5q52wnW9fr8kz643nyDW3Vmb1x6y_vzfW6B6RZl4Jfb-5W5ShMYv7zn3yrW6K08sJ6c1q-SW5-hkt739Sy5SW6Fnkv91tBQFtW4PbMQK4p9KFWW2J7q7X4y9s83W43g5tB3HhCrBW8DCvzZ2ZJLw5VV6d3l4n-MGCVfgDdP75Ph6gW3ZGzFg33hyVbW6-5wLn7nwK1yf3GW-CC04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UBPYz5tt$


Bids: 

• ITS88: IaaS, PaaS, and Related Services. Link to the Bid 

• GRO42: School Nutrition Products. Link to the Bid 

• OFF54: Postage and Mail Processing Equipment, Accessories, Services & 

Supplies. Link to the Bid 

• HSP45: Laboratory Supplier and Equipment (re-opened). Link to the Bid 

Intents to Bid/Reopen: 

• WMR001 - Hazardous/Universal, Medical, and Electronic Waste Disposal 

and Emergency Response. Link to the Intent to Reopen 

• PRF76 - Management Consultants, Program Coordinators, and Planners 

Services. Link to the Intent to Reopen 

• ITT84: Cellular Services and Devices. Link to the Intent to Bid 

• ITT85: Network and Communication Services and Hardware. Link to the 

Intent to Bid 

• ITS87: IT Staff Augmentation. Link to the Intent to Bid 

There are a number of catering bids, many of which have rolling enrollments:    

• Catering Conference - Link to the bid 

• Department of Elementary and Secondary Education - Conference Space, 

General Catering Services, and Hotel Accommodations - Link to the bid 

• MassDOT RFR Catering Services - Link to the bid 

• EA Hotel Motel Provider Services - Link to the bid 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-b5nXHCW69t95C6lZ3mDVF9sCd9jFnZTW5Q5d5Q73DrvVW2GcVBg1RCMcHVqh1C85BqMyrW4DL_F-21VnJ4W4HVwHX97cQC6N72kZBmkp3WPW8rByV82tnhJfW1tSwxj4nm_3pW3tVZtd3BcsM2W7ZcSxR1qQJtsW2xsg5b3VvZ-nW4Y6LM07wMKNhN7RZz4wqqW65W6zDp0066rMztW4CmXmC7TqBNZN4BmCsM1PV7SV1-Xqq2pqZj5W3PGvph8z1MQsW4FPldR54zVJwN19TKc8NpygbW8F88GS7QZMxrVVSzqD9c-6BQW2sNjcG63HzXgW7FZ_SL2WgSwMW9hb_QK33lMk0W2v0L8N2f6qN-W8jZtQ91d74K5VMK3FP5H1b1cW7jY4_p4FFdKlVWBz0C5ZztdzW8GVTF77SjRYMN6d8xS48V-5tW2Rn1MJ3Jq4vzW6WH2wn4sYcwFW4M-XhD4GfwfRf4_fnQq04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UFn08cac$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-b5nXHCW69t95C6lZ3lLW3GzDJ76HRp7QVWxm0T7BpjdNN4J1-DYHmSp6W71sYk55XglL8W6cgk3y3P19RDVq_rmw85RxgvW6WZYww1F4JlDN8KGrnXZB3bjW2BbNjT95PkMQW7zGB1b8FZWqfW6h5zcL19WvzYW43Dl948k_lMcW5gXVnW15VM0lN2gStKnCXk46W8wKDY51QjKGHW43DHD04LY9fwW3FVNjH3jmQF-VmTY3K2Lcc2_W2c-xfv7ZS7jLMqzGKsqfM5wW65x-7v4P5KslW7ts1yn3WyFYbW68L43V2M4CYrW23XbfJ6BkjyzW18DN-s26hFYfVJrSb35CBnzjW8Gj9pk6GbvBXVDMMxZ4tz08xW2QHCp-3Qk_JBW8yg-fF6sTnwPW3XtpyL76z_4MW8mW7XB5rj4RZW67YxFy7sS3qpW4SL9Fy8V165_W5QBjNJ8Y6p21W5VMthS33MqG_f1ntlPH04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UMPT-W7r$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-b5nXHCW69t95C6lZ3m0Vgg_lB7hVkf6W2bh69_7pVL__W748dwh15tYHxW91TXm32-MdDbW5TwHd06WrFzrW2DZxqk16YXg_W8KXxWw4p0fJrW5bRS0p2mnZr-W4Qv2mj4dZG4YVwxJc85p2pXkW4VjzN13JJ_d5W361--K8JmfsGW4CblGN3nDPDxW3r2BzR74lbhXW2qYyfN1pvLW_N7jSb1QMMGXtW3QJfdZ5TFXvgW7DFpr34ZDMftW164ydF4MGpzBVMGtqp3t9Yp7W3gcGgK53564sV4-Crv19f5lcW82fXY_2kGDyJW7rVtfM5WWt7GN3f_qmFcqzJTW5DTgFg5wWS-CW1-zXRB4DzZ10VWQsrS6qDY8SW1wNZ7n3cB69NW8FZZND1pw0FMW21zj6g1q21-1W5nRmFJ5x897mV1t2pv1NrfMNW56LTmN3vJGhWW30bdbk2WGC0HN8LNWCbVbhSGf12t8m604__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0ULcy-kMO$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-b5nXHCW69t95C6lZ3nXW5Pkgnw3423DcN5RcDkPz-ymbW3VVRhQ5p5Z7_W4f14jj7MtcvhW6Smr6V2L1VBKW2SvHGx2J61chW45t-Bv7VGs0_W7jxvZp93FBvvW39K1wM5-MhspW8f2-D71fcfDzW7hF0V56xzbLKW1Cs42-1z8FstN88nGZsWdXhwW8TzcMn7ryd0BN14Dhjj5JCc0Vp8sQc6Lf2hSW82jczL1MxTHyTB-fs4WtpsmW55lYtz9kNGYYW2th3DH3gLMXCVq06b95x7JHQW653C7b3jH44rW1LNYSd1YPsDLMMnKvQHDPy8W3PTSQm1J9NqpW3nfmWc4zSlqbW3T6fZ12N7sK_N2Ftndv6jt3nW3Xfplj5Z0tjRW6V2ZLp5RW3GTW21Hlvg6GQF2xW4bCLdg6NCGFHW72dc4M2bDk0yW1L_VbF4tJWzgW66s18n6w0ntJN5tk-Wvc2ysff4TyqyY04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UGI80G1K$
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• Event Services - Link to the bid 

• RFR 232128 Catering Services, Conference Space, Hotel Room - Link to the bid 

• Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid 

• Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid 

• Event and Emergency Services Contracts - Link to the bid 

• MDAR- Conference Service Vendors - Link to the bid 

• Conference Space, General Catering Services, and Hotel Accommodations - Link 

to the bid 

• DCF Meetings16-Conference Space and Catering Services - Link to the bid 

You can also check out all the newly posted bids on COMMBUYS each 

week by visiting this link. 

This month, the SDO celebrates these successes from certified 

businesses: 

• Recently, Sarah Scala Consulting won "Great Companies: 

International Women Entrepreneur Award" again this year in the 

category of Leadership Strategy - Coaching and Consulting! 
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• As part of a new partnership, AirFig Productions taught a 

photography program at the Hope Center for the Arts, 

introducing students to the fundamentals of camera use, 

composition, and creative expression. AirFig guided them 

through hands-on lessons that built confidence and encouraged 

them to see the world through a new lens. 

• Academic Discoveries, Inc. reported that the Massachusetts 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) 

has approved their Special Education Administrator Licensure 

Program, which will begin in January 2026. The company said 

this opportunity will expand their business into offering master 

level courses with the potential of university approval. 

• IT services company Boston Data Pro secured a major staffing 

and service contract with a leading global manufacturing client, 

alongside multiple large-scale restaurant enterprise clients. 

They also launched a B2B technology platform that helps 

national restaurant chains streamline their end-to-end 

deployments — from Point Of Sale (POS) rollouts to menu 

updates and store launches. They said securing these contracts 

enabled them to expand their workforce, create new jobs, and 

strengthen their ability to deliver enterprise-grade IT solutions. 

Their success has been recognized nationally, as they were 

ranked #136 on the 2024 Inc. Regional list and earned a place 

on the Inc. 5000 National list for 2024. 
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Want to tell us about your recent success? Click here and fill out the 

online form! 

Are you SDO 

Certified? 

If you have a business owned by minorities, women, veterans, those 

with a disability, members of the LGBT community, and/or you own a 

small Massachusetts-based business, you are eligible for a vital 

source of support: SDO Certification. 

Once you are certified, you will get updates on upcoming state 

contracts, have access to hours of free training, be given access to 

the Supplier Diversity Hub, and you will be added to the SDO’s 

diverse and small vendor database, which is used by Prime Vendors, 

state departments, cities and towns, and private businesses looking to 

spend with diverse and small businesses. 
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SDO certification is free and can provide your business with new 

opportunities and prospects. 

In FY2024, the Commonwealth spent $3.78 billion with diverse and 

small businesses. Many Massachusetts businesses say certification 

not only helped them stay in business during the pandemic but thrive 

because of new prospects. 

Please note that if you are already certified with one of our partner 

organizations (such as Center for Women & Enterprise (CWE), 

Greater New England Minority Supplier Development Council 

(GNEMSDC), City of Boston, etc.), the steps to becoming SDO 

certified are simple and straightforward. 

To learn more about SDO Certification please click here! 

Reminder - Race/Ethnicity 

Information for MBEs 

Currently, the Supplier Diversity Office (SDO) makes public the race 

and ethnicity of our certified Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs). 

This change is in response to many buyers looking to make 

purchases from Black, Latino/Hispanic, Asian, and Native 
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American/Indigenous Persons-Owned Businesses. These businesses 

are still classified as MBEs, but the additional racial makeup is 

publicly available in our search engine. 

While this information is public, it does not affect any vendor's 

diversity status as an MBE, their ability to bid on and win bids, and 

their benefits with the SDO. 

If any MBE would prefer to make their race and ethnicity information 

private, please contact us at webmaster.SDO@mass.gov. 

Diverse Business Certification Updates 

The SDO certified 18 businesses in August 2025. For the latest list of 

newly-certified businesses, please click here. 

REMINDER: SDO certification expires three years after the date of 

issue and renewal notices are sent via email to the primary contact on 

file. SDO-certified businesses should log in and review your contact 

information periodically to ensure that your certification stays up to 

date. 
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Upcoming Vendor Classes 

Small Business Purchasing Program (SBPP) for Vendors - NEW! 

Executive Agencies must give special consideration to SBPP 

participants when buying non-construction goods and services 

estimated to cost $250,000 or less per year. 

One of the many benefits of the program is it can help you market 

your business to Massachusetts’ Executive Department buyers. The 

program is free! 

To qualify for the program, you must be a Massachusetts small 

business, in business for at least one year, employee 50 or fewer 

employees, and gross less than $15 million a year. 

The class outlines the specific qualifications and the application 

processes. You will also learn how to search for bid opportunities in 

COMMBUYS and available resources to help you grow your 

business. 

Upcoming dates: 



• September 17, 9 a.m. 

Link to register 

Certified Vendor Onboarding – Using Your Certification to 

Unlock Opportunities 

(PRE-REQUISITE: for Certified Diverse Businesses) 

Learn more about using your certification to identify opportunities in 

public procurement and develop business-to-business relationships 

with other vendors. This training covers SDO programs, exploring 

business opportunities, creating SDP partnerships, and introducing 

free resources available to help grow your business. 

Upcoming dates: 

• September 30, 9 a.m. 

Link to register 

Prime Contractor Onboarding 

(PRE-REQUISITE: This class is for Prime Contractors currently on 

Statewide and/or Departmental contracts). 

Prime contractors are required to spend a percentage of contract 

sales with certified diverse businesses and report the spend. This 

webinar will help prime contractors understand how to meet the 
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Supplier Diversity Plan (SDP) requirement. This class gives an 

overview of SDP, where to find eligible partners, and how to report 

SDP spend. 

Upcoming dates: 

• September 25, 9-10AM 

Link to register 

Vendor Hub Reporting - for Prime Contractors 

(PRE-REQUISITE: for Prime Contractors currently on Departmental 

contracts) 

As part of all contract terms and conditions, prime contractors are 

required to report spending in the Supplier Diversity Hub. In this class, 

you will learn how to register in the Hub, submit SDP spend reports, 

add and manage users, and view current spend. 

Upcoming dates: 

• September 4, 9 a.m. 

Link to register 

Don’t Miss Out! Responding to RFQs 

(PRE-REQUISITE: for Small Business Purchasing Program 

participants currently on Statewide and/or Departmental contracts) 
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Don’t miss out on another COMMBUYS opportunity! In this class you 

will learn the benefits of the SBPP, the mechanics of a Request for 

Quotes, how to identify and respond to an RFQ, and how RFQ’s are 

evaluated. 

Upcoming dates: 

• September 24, 9-10AM 

Link to register 

Supplier Diversity Program for Health and Human Service 

Providers 

(PRE-REQUISITE: This class is for Service Providers currently on 

Purchase of Service contracts) 

Service providers on state contracts are required to develop 

partnerships with certified diverse vendors and report spend. This 

class gives an overview of the Supplier Diversity Program (SDP), 

where to find eligible partners, and how to report SDP spend in the 

UFR. 

Upcoming dates: 

• September 23, 9-10AM 

Link to register 
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Follow us on: 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Office (SDO) 

1 Ashburton Place 

Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Certification HelpDesk: Webmaster.SDO@mass.gov 

SDP & SBPP HelpDesk: sdp@mass.gov 

Phone: (617) 502-8843 

Was this email forwarded to you? Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter here. 
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