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The Diversity Business Exhibit is a two-day event with guest
speakers, exhibitors, and workshops. This conference, trade show,
and networking event is designed specifically for entrepreneurs,

business leaders, and nonprofit professionals.

The SDO will be at the Convention Center on Friday, September 12.
We will have a table in the exhibition hall, and our Director of
Programs and Engagement Michelle Mendes will be part of a panel

discussing certification at 11:45 a.m.

Details:
Friday, Sept. 12, 2025
Rhode Island Convention Center, Providence, RI

Click here for more information and to reqgister

Saturday, Sep. 13, 2025
Newport Mansions, Newport, RI

Click here for more information and to reqgister
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ_43qn9qW7Y8-PT6lZ3pNW2t1TKt6y6N4hW3fpfqt8dGFZcW3YnBSN4VLHStW8-B2l589KLxgW3f8g7q2PxD93W7tF6Cp9fzkkDW8j35Fk5XkxlFVXpTBD3FRz-4W1Y2T3N71xQxmW2rzdMr1nS5JQV7KczB4DnJ5kW5pqjZ59j2YZyW6ClG9J72SRcPVwxs4v5BkDFMW8zHm5F5Mf8WYW8-YXnd6-CX-sW8pm-tV94Mx5yN5nq2sVv46SgVvStcb5YcXgWVnSpgG31rgsDW1p3T944LBJB8W7sYJVl7XQvqXW91bXL-5QhBszVk_g_H677bN4W3HsngP8wzGnPVQc3KF5VQSTtf6njbs804__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UHYgkiAJ$

MassAbility

Partners

In Possibility

Expand your talent pool

MassAbility Partners in Possibility
Sept. 24

Designed for both current and prospective business partners, this free
event offers a forum to share success stories, explore effective hiring
practices, and strengthen the connection to MassAbility (formerly the

Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission).

The SDO will be there to talk about our new Empowering Abilities in
Contracting and Employment (EACE) Program, which promotes the
further inclusion of Disability-Owned Business Enterprises (DOBES)
and Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Business Enterprises
(SDVOBES) in statewide contracting.

Details:
Wednesday, September 24
7:30am - 1:10pm



Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel & Trade Center
181 Boston Post Road West Marlborough, MA

Regqister today! Breakfast and lunch will be provided. Deadline to
register is 9/10/25.
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Hispanic Heritage Month - Sept.
15-Oct. 15

Please join the SDO as we celebrate National Hispanic Heritage
Month! The event celebrates the history and contributions of those
who came from Mexico, Spain, the Caribbean, and South- and

Central America.


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3lrW1rz-gt47yyJVW7DthPp7Y6p18W3Mjl0j5skFvwN4bwnxvkxsXhN4XSTb3ryY60W4284bf8Jr1BYW63wjZw7-2KTNW3TyYCw82WLh5W3vQFKb8x4CqjW5fcS_P8-d-xFW4Ht9YV1TK2__W5LC0z32GWmk2W3TxTBT7nHG_HW8SRBZ19hvflWW2WjpKF4ZGDLGVvR00C2L6GB_W2nQHD98Vz7T4W8WkvSg8g1hytVYkGk97FN754W46HV8y2Hr9HnW8B2K_v4G_KRrW911fsw4wGqGpW1QS4X73cCJWLW8G4q4p7Hs22YVCfBBg5qMTDCW58cHYq7sPbm0W55gJQB1FwFMhW80kSbG3zMlHfN7d6VwjTTpgbW8YmjsL8VfstWW8Z7cbN4MfBYNW45bys-7QHM84W3RG9d87WKZlnW3Bcn7n6xyGKFf3ph13F04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UP1277yS$

To learn more about Hispanic Heritage Month, click here!

New SDO Certification Webcasts

With the Massachusetts SDO’s new pre-recorded webcast, for-profit
diverse and small businesses no longer need to schedule an online
webinar to apply for certification. With the webcast, you can now learn

about certification and apply on your own timeline!

SDO certification enables traditionally underserved businesses to
market themselves and participate in the state’s bidding process.
Certified businesses are listed in the database used by state buyers
and prime vendors, receive news about upcoming bid opportunities,

and learn about upcoming networking events.

Simply click the appropriate link below and click on the “Job Aid” link
to get started!

Massachusetts-based businesses click here:

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-diversity-certification-as-a-

massachusetts-based-business

Out-of-state-based businesses click here:

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/apply-for-diversity-certification-as-an-

out-of-state-business



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-P5nXHCW7lCGcx6lZ3k_W4j-VHT1K4GzvW8fNkQR7-L41JW7yWyLx6kYkMTW95L-JM7N5hj5N7vsZrZKJfgTW95LMBt58-MhFW2FsDBQ7C54yKN2Dl6VcMGGvfW3pVb9B5T4H5fW8YFqDh7_33FlW7ZQ-Z18NwftnW12Y2X08tK_RtV2srGx4NX5vgMSRW3h8NM2jW7dTzvl9f4k1wW1brDz32FmlQrW8DY_8r9089jCVGVfHj7CxL5vW3Ddr7g6wbXlcW58QKyk7Kq8XtVxLp8_5dsWVmW4-LGpd6HP9P4W1qZns48t7-HgW1L1clp6qBNLxW5054NF9hwh1kW6Qy-b03GC6dNW3KssvJ2s65tYW7kbtKc47FgrwW2bPR2l5tSvt8W6DP6bV6F2W7mW5LhXtv2JqpN7VH6z8Y8kRVl3N6XGMBqF9tSsV4nrz32Tby5CVjQ8-W2D_ThdW2b9hvS6Z27vyW8K7SK78p8fYhVV6gbl1Dj6WqW6rLqWf6vtZTXVsP96h83-2SMf1SZDb804__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UEVxOcLH$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3m0W2NVGXh6gvjBxW6S-F__6ly2ZfW1SS_5x7pzt1XW8cPR4X2JV_BLW2hk-Sn8sYz_KN6_SnY1sxm19N56bg-WKSdMHW4Ww8Ps5KJlZjW1fqpmx5pGtvXW312-KP1mYywcVMKh012JJMKWN806tsx-vQLCW4Q2MH-8nqpF1W92Y_TS6jYgwYV3sp1F4CydwpW3F3TRs3Y689BMKvDWck2Xh3W4vP-5-2jkJ35W2zSbPF7YBdrZW50s1xS7hxtkTW7KH3Rf5dDfvVW2R-6H32lz-tHV_479G7XF9cnW876dKW910RLRW41YfDR6VV41NW65Vjdv7ydz9VW6RjwHv8n1lYfW46s7xZ6RPzcyW6y_VFh1Nxvk0W580cs27K8-QQW9cN3xf2TgWGyW9bvMF55jBJ27W3m6RgW7rqQjhW4VGFnN6G0Wp7f3y3RSv04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UBJb5hW2$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3m0W2NVGXh6gvjBxW6S-F__6ly2ZfW1SS_5x7pzt1XW8cPR4X2JV_BLW2hk-Sn8sYz_KN6_SnY1sxm19N56bg-WKSdMHW4Ww8Ps5KJlZjW1fqpmx5pGtvXW312-KP1mYywcVMKh012JJMKWN806tsx-vQLCW4Q2MH-8nqpF1W92Y_TS6jYgwYV3sp1F4CydwpW3F3TRs3Y689BMKvDWck2Xh3W4vP-5-2jkJ35W2zSbPF7YBdrZW50s1xS7hxtkTW7KH3Rf5dDfvVW2R-6H32lz-tHV_479G7XF9cnW876dKW910RLRW41YfDR6VV41NW65Vjdv7ydz9VW6RjwHv8n1lYfW46s7xZ6RPzcyW6y_VFh1Nxvk0W580cs27K8-QQW9cN3xf2TgWGyW9bvMF55jBJ27W3m6RgW7rqQjhW4VGFnN6G0Wp7f3y3RSv04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UBJb5hW2$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3nkVphgsv6Y_SpqN4pHmVmBvTbNW3HZLXv8wJG_qM5cc94j7vq4W4sKTLH57QTJQW6r1V1Y3YCCwvW50Nxbf14THc3W4P2pDp5JppmrVkwgPl7F_2tMW514ZgZ3SsfQKW82r1fr1XlyY6W5Y3g42323GLLW9hph3-1CvhPdW19bJRk22-YMTW3XW2b96hM_j9W854S2g3dMTs2Vr_dlK7MgHS5W71Q3Vb7Ld-fwW80XYj646ZYVQW60WKjR5LycS3W2-vYF06VKKZFW6HsfMb5qnP_VW5Bx0Ws2ML9HjW5Sz8bR2sQg56W6Z5PnP14wy7FW7zjyt82JKzSLW3v065857HdTJW26qQbF7CMJlxW7nJjkr83cWF3N5_KQPgNQ7BgVpQzzN54drGqN2B-j6zMLZd4W133vWs7t7hGmW5nYkBr6RyWBmf5d5XqC04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UNpfTiQ_$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3nkVphgsv6Y_SpqN4pHmVmBvTbNW3HZLXv8wJG_qM5cc94j7vq4W4sKTLH57QTJQW6r1V1Y3YCCwvW50Nxbf14THc3W4P2pDp5JppmrVkwgPl7F_2tMW514ZgZ3SsfQKW82r1fr1XlyY6W5Y3g42323GLLW9hph3-1CvhPdW19bJRk22-YMTW3XW2b96hM_j9W854S2g3dMTs2Vr_dlK7MgHS5W71Q3Vb7Ld-fwW80XYj646ZYVQW60WKjR5LycS3W2-vYF06VKKZFW6HsfMb5qnP_VW5Bx0Ws2ML9HjW5Sz8bR2sQg56W6Z5PnP14wy7FW7zjyt82JKzSLW3v065857HdTJW26qQbF7CMJlxW7nJjkr83cWF3N5_KQPgNQ7BgVpQzzN54drGqN2B-j6zMLZd4W133vWs7t7hGmW5nYkBr6RyWBmf5d5XqC04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UNpfTiQ_$

M‘ MassDevelopment

MassDevelopment Offering Microloans
for Small Massachusetts-Based
Businesses

For nearly 30 years, MassDevelopment has used economic
development tools, creative financing strategies, and experienced
staff to stimulate business, drive economic growth, and help

communities thrive across the Commonwealth.

MassDevelopment currently offers Microloans for Massachusetts
small businesses from $5,000 to $100,000 to assist with working
capital, or the purchase of furniture, fixtures, supplies, materials,
and/or equipment. To qualify, businesses need to have been in
business for at least 12 months and be a for-profit company.

For more information on the microloan program, click here or

visit this site to learn more about MassDevelopment's products and

services.

Check Out these Current and Upcoming Bids!


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3l5W1fKNYw4xpn8GW1bCrC51bGWmqW55ZSXN25v5VLW1rlHcK1hsmYCN3WjbGHbfhkKW6d3pmr70_CsWN1H0kFgkVGkLW3-CvMZ7Q8pB7N2TlBSl5QFhLW7pWK0349kVb3W3s262V4cDnb_W18dMRf4Yb0mmW3bbZqN3sNjtxW5N5TlW362MQWW1_wwLd7wg5GvW6JN70M1MvxtPW6d0XBs5nRr0ZN1kFGC934y10W2K6xpw7Sz9zbW73fnTr7Kp9X5VDfj6p5SgJ7zW3tVywq1nTBsrW81m98c4rmdqgW1q2Tsp1xS9lPW2vZHlf2XlDMqW7vRMKr80JNPNW894HZq5hBN79W47vkql2rGzl-W7TS3PP6YkJ4TF13j-Lq69PHW8rJsdt2tlCX-W5jnSXB6nywRsVsXhC47_Xbb6W590-Sx4_qqcYf6l1fXz04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UIa7avhg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZZW5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3mjW7hp2d91Jt-c-W7H34k_1n34LSW4FNPWV93zzylVQQxtV3HwRzpW1S12115FNFqZW3Hf_Th5ZHrTbW3cB18D7tLGjVW6ZTWDR5XFY6ZW3s_hMM1fjSC5W5yMg9Y4gR7RXV2BSSr8Jybz9VQn5Nn5DFsp4W5flTBD3rkV_KV7JBSD3dVrSkW8wnVVf42fwtdW2H7YS313yTBcW7Tb6Jz8s4qxfW1Vn-d24KgLVwW52TgRC5q52wnW9fr8kz643nyDW3Vmb1x6y_vzfW6B6RZl4Jfb-5W5ShMYv7zn3yrW6K08sJ6c1q-SW5-hkt739Sy5SW6Fnkv91tBQFtW4PbMQK4p9KFWW2J7q7X4y9s83W43g5tB3HhCrBW8DCvzZ2ZJLw5VV6d3l4n-MGCVfgDdP75Ph6gW3ZGzFg33hyVbW6-5wLn7nwK1yf3GW-CC04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UBPYz5tt$

o [|TS88: laaS, PaaS, and Related Services. Link to the Bid

e GRO42: School Nutrition Products. Link to the Bid

o OFF54: Postage and Mail Processing Equipment, Accessories, Services &
Supplies. Link to the Bid

o HSP45: Laboratory Supplier and Equipment (re-opened). Link to the Bid

Intents to Bid/Reopen:

e WMRO001 - Hazardous/Universal, Medical, and Electronic Waste Disposal
and Emergency Response. Link to the Intent to Reopen

o PRF76 - Management Consultants, Program Coordinators, and Planners
Services. Link to the Intent to Reopen

e ITT84: Cellular Services and Devices. Link to the Intent to Bid

e ITT85: Network and Communication Services and Hardware. Link to the
Intent to Bid

o ITS87: IT Staff Augmentation. Link to the Intent to Bid

There are a number of catering bids, many of which have rolling enrollments:

e Catering Conference - Link to the bid

e Department of Elementary and Secondary Education - Conference Space,
General Catering Services, and Hotel Accommodations - Link to the bid

e MassDOT RFR Catering Services - Link to the bid

e EA Hotel Motel Provider Services - Link to the bid
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e Event Services - Link to the bid

e RFR 232128 Catering Services, Conference Space, Hotel Room - Link to the bid

e Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid

e Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid

e Event and Emergency Services Contracts - Link to the bid

¢ MDAR- Conference Service Vendors - Link to the bid

e« Conference Space, General Catering Services, and Hotel Accommodations - Link
to the bid

¢ DCF Meetings16-Conference Space and Catering Services - Link to the bid

You can also check out all the newly posted bids on COMMBUYS each

week by visiting this link.
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SUCCESS STORIES

This month, the SDO celebrates these successes from certified

businesses:

« Recently, Sarah Scala Consulting won "Great Companies:

International Women Entrepreneur Award" again this year in the

category of Leadership Strategy - Coaching and Consulting!


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-b5nXHCW69t95C6lZ3q4W1BQzpy1FC4CsW253g8H4LfrsXW8ZQXsM83L4lxW4LjSRQ2xxW_RW5mtY9z7YDDs-W8KSZ895snrXvW3y1P5L8NxLyWW7BrKVP435_JqW11FLPG5YcJzMW1ZPvDP1_Dpv2W8DBm3022t0bwW5nB_nt5vF36KW19F1KL59gQQgM83zYQ6KBgLVN3m0D6Q8BRPN4Ty3LKFDjD_W1gG-W43F3q7wN5jJmXTF6vnHVMqcCm21DtssW6t6L8t4sS5r0W1T1vpl6tLTzBVH3XmV20gJHjW6XhZx232gznrVVcfGd4_4hTHVTfc-b7Wn5sqW5yCmlK7-H5dRW3HQKKd8n9TDNW1Q3cXK807kchW55JRlZ3zmQmMW2rfTvC80BRkSW52Mf331PvSnrW1ndjnN52WZltW8B3FxZ33PyXYW33_ZRz7GHYb4W2L83Zb2H0g1lW6YrF2V8b1dGmf8vgMzx04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UDTibhvN$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-b5nXHCW69t95C6lZ3lNW6KDNH96LfVWjW45jRc02TZddqW8J_LMP7xt8j_W2TwZt61WwNBFW8gf6744X5v3qW3lNlPx8Yd7-4W3SHX2K768TNZN8VKNxqyGnXcW1Slfb730bFlkW5nzN_5978GGtW86cn9860V684W6nXnW33MMg7dW57ZpqX5Gj9_MW7qt6d51g7cGxW9fNcl41rkzr4W2rhBDM4WdgG7W6G97Bf1Gw9LBW4F8Bgv7RW1jNW6qlnk42dCX6gW8vbY4H2GrHYPW1kztvz3Npt93W8ymq6-4CpnmlW1ZpHv_72_HFMM27n_2b1sfkW5g7TsC31yJVqW1JG6sf6nbKJyV75wTF4VMtFvW3DJhZ84PQlC3W6pJ46J7vsrw_MYndSCVcbd7W4nLM6N2bMvPGN7c4Rw2Q5yjBW3BRM5Q8bHTNcVVjZbL1xYhVhW6MlPLw3XGpc4W6l_sbQ8vbYZcf2SNTMW04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UIYKKj2a$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-b5nXHCW69t95C6lZ3p7N5N69KtN2jXvW1zC-067VpjfZN5TL3nhTKkJ9VgfbFD6JLLDPW22xhRf1YLv4wM75rX2-Vfm7W7rj3LS4CXGpGW7qmybl4YVL3mW4G6vRb4SWTgWW1Fs6zB4swJN7Vy8z2D76KswMN1w_3pv_XZw8W2W2rDy6jsXJPW33b7H_7fvKkNW6HRZjz5KqJxRW77ljnr3MxXYGW5f-TtF2FxRl6W8W5ybJ1W2cdrW4Qbg7D1ctkY1W3lPp7w6BwlNBW5Xvn331D-XlmW7JJWcf5QpptZW6K9cx38hLJsjW4J0jk03tqDFpN6__5F_ttRywW5449Vl3xvxZSW162R6B5LBmwTW7qP_Jv2kyjBzN4KL7DyBN7bvW6Rm4dZ906ffmW8zCXm615336rW3r7M9P2JRTGjW36Pj765MfVZ0W7t9f2w4mhC1YW5KHz-h5dl1VHW8nfF8Q2dl1M5f6QRWQz04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UFZjJKUO$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-b5nXHCW69t95C6lZ3m-W8M-K4N9kqDScW6l3SVG1-3JjDVDYTXm4jx9P5W8T25Pv3tSDzKW4_V7GM7h5jQtW61TxSS1ZDnhCW7kk1hb1cMsJjW5k6Y8y7grSQxW65rH5R8nz709W2ZzRCm5CZQscW1sl1g4600MnfVlC6l26r7vVSW56NQRG2dyqQqW2Wy0fb5HmVJ7W2qVGhw2LYWKjW5qJzgK9hp78CW5t949v2nhdPJW5kVVW752znSVW12FdZX2wcL5FW3s3yS68-56PLW5qpTy-6JPX-tW6-wwvk8m_dmgW3M6BWF5fzCYXW1n45lH1kqBF9W8QbZdZ2pmGRjW1z0GxV2rTFjhW3X6n5F5f1M4cW6xV-xj5jJ8mnW5Z4LnX8pxDgZW2_PbX079690pW7TwqX032hdbVN60Y3B0NKVf2W2sgw8l1wN1BDW7YwHpl7h66MqW1wDQP79dBCJTW86D7KP1fc20Nf4QXFCW04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UPt4YuTT$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-b5nXHCW69t95C6lZ3mtW7S7xCw43ZQDFW7NrN1S2WV_CFW3DX2HT3CCjVMW2197qd5775BWW5LD7N91ZxpQdW2_2WDD7rb23DVnSF1J4tFSl4W7bm0kN2RVSqdW49JPMN7yPQj-W5rMNj73bSkkDW7JBsTG312pbRW8f8Gxg3m0f2pW6xtMQ04RjHDLW1FxpLJ53HKm-W1Vgjmk5W0KfrW2ZR9-x42JLf2W1N6Gcr8C89sYW3d64sW3y4V9WVPjQV72_r0lKW6jM10x6dbHb8W6JV1MC5Qd2qtW1qr_xW1jLsfbVpJN3m6gw3mKW7_m-J_4n6zqdW25h3Vm353mQ-N7j1T_cvBKmmN3v9nk5-xLn2W5MZwrY27gx1xW3ppN9t18Mfm5W3YhhrW3RH5SJW5KdXCk5520C0W7dRj0y4ymdrJW6ck8yv64zP0hW9dB3t56TVkSnW4QpRl61Jv23MN40PwsFWXss_f8rDNGl04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UEFoYNK4$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-b5nXHCW69t95C6lZ3mfW5y2z7j3m27FKW8GNfxZ28YsYwW6XBnDN40MC9wW5yD2ps3q6FJGW5qwNGB4qg8tzW41LScw8CZN4tW6WTZcW6Gy-BXW1r1gL98nM0qbN7yM8GjhdKp-W2T_1ZT2GHMmMW1PFjVf2-fyLdN7wWKFhv-R8kW2G4nll4GJlWfW4nr1fR52gFmXW3_K5s92YY1b5W7brZX58rwrDsW2613WH6ZDdMRW7VJh8v91rTmYW5bCxq494Fr10W8QQWPd5Zfdc1W1RsmXn3p3NgxW8fR5Zq1t-BWPW4jvXBr5P9HN-VQHW6t2bmglfW6Lv3hF9gP3kWW3KQC2r93csl0VQQJXl8CCv8RW80Vm8B313qKnW1xccy_9lCsh-W3rGL7_4lw4sCW2cWcmR9l_j8-W17stCQ7wq4jxW8s8LBZ3Khj_6W1Nzc6X6xx2M1W56Wvm97YYt59W6hVZCf5NY7tlf3cyNjn04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UJ7Wv8u9$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-v5nXHCW6N1X8z6lZ3mqW2kV1lX1mXlwhW49ks8Z5ql65BW6H9DCC8YRZz6W8vxSJ75Yd-jfW6p8j_M4hVdFWW7VTFvB4vmVd7W2qM4qd8SkRCnW6M7QS47SdJv2W5DLnk13nPK3NW57n2_T6LXpLkW8fj4s22jr8mkN9gfpH-6fJ79W2ZRqPP2zSx16W6R-WYN81Qsg1W5lD14Y1jNSwsVKkmr83BRWyjW5RpjP744Vw8MW4gxsnR2VqZ_7W2JkXcD7Q2DpyW20XV-B61sckxW7xPDKS1RFrJ3MgttWx-3s0tW2yT15g17pn_MW3QhC0G69LRZvW25LqR797-jbZW3T7_3n9lg7nMW3WzyWx8yW5z9W5vZh5V6h9XwpW8XqM4k6VxV-WW4GffHN23TD3-W6y-7xg1T1xtfW2GptWb36SgGkW8ns-wP96s72sN3X9RYfcBlJNW5BPL5-47v8pKW4gXx667hpXMFW7Hvcb268hw7mW5mrJPc2-Ztmgf13jgtY04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UOJnqZBB$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-v5nXHCW6N1X8z6lZ3mqW2kV1lX1mXlwhW49ks8Z5ql65BW6H9DCC8YRZz6W8vxSJ75Yd-jfW6p8j_M4hVdFWW7VTFvB4vmVd7W2qM4qd8SkRCnW6M7QS47SdJv2W5DLnk13nPK3NW57n2_T6LXpLkW8fj4s22jr8mkN9gfpH-6fJ79W2ZRqPP2zSx16W6R-WYN81Qsg1W5lD14Y1jNSwsVKkmr83BRWyjW5RpjP744Vw8MW4gxsnR2VqZ_7W2JkXcD7Q2DpyW20XV-B61sckxW7xPDKS1RFrJ3MgttWx-3s0tW2yT15g17pn_MW3QhC0G69LRZvW25LqR797-jbZW3T7_3n9lg7nMW3WzyWx8yW5z9W5vZh5V6h9XwpW8XqM4k6VxV-WW4GffHN23TD3-W6y-7xg1T1xtfW2GptWb36SgGkW8ns-wP96s72sN3X9RYfcBlJNW5BPL5-47v8pKW4gXx667hpXMFW7Hvcb268hw7mW5mrJPc2-Ztmgf13jgtY04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UOJnqZBB$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ-b5nXHCW69t95C6lZ3kPW6ss5nw1PmG86W3Fc0YQ7vyxlSW5PhW135_kRCMW8Pw1zr3vdmYXN3RwgchynyYXW3dPSfD3hKsc9W5BMXlT1lZ335W8tF3xR2JqHxKW122pyn7ZXhWRW2w5NVT8kmJ1MW95w3W91sXHQHW801gzx1m-BRcN6FjxS9s3Xh3W5c3M7j3pp9DyW3ncZZb16gyGhW7TWN_m4Zr5D6VzScwb94hfTyW1f60nG9cDkPcW2pMT_p4ypXYvW1SMNPJ26DTVgW6-1Qbf7jdzp5W2fKN_x4XqR9sN4n4dMC4s2LMW4GFBZj8X4wF2W7gPRxG941ctXW3_mXzV8TS_FcW4JZRGM1jrtqwW1wmkwp7xjHWqW2QVk8Y5FnJpjW2v6R9l4MQlsTW48dgBk563vhdVyJNYc9253pGN7djVb8mkPh5N28wPHDv4Z_-W3MXfBr5C-J-CW8cL__C2_0wbyf1cgkrF04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UB9dcH1z$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ_H3qn9qW95jsWP6lZ3nmW8t_-nD3-TrhSW1hgdYn4LgxXdW5gW-Jq4jGryhW2YTd794Ff4WGM2KRMbgSfrRW1L22kM7XyVcfW19tXvD2P0WRSN8RFgX6LJ6LmVdbyGG8qbl3VW3F7Nxz3-jY-sW4gBp8k8cQc_GW7H7rcJ5KRC3ZW6gjzBF9b97RjW4wdk5G7vLwcMMKKhm9Q8f7hW8fsmdH2BQtgYW98b8Mz555nkTVvG9m98s0406W4SPBGH8Z_9pgVqXJ2d47bBJtW6fh6Gd9gyXxgW3Ngy3D4xGLKjW2K71zw2YZ8nsW5hKkBB35VFYVW8PP_FZ5DmbFkW4hpffB8mrwSdW2C7TTT9345YGW4Ph9Kh2mFmLTW6bB9n35H1RfqVJwxlv81ZDlwdNGvxs04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UJjRT8UD$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VWC1Z91TVL_TW6CdqTH77w74vW2F3lfm5C0bJYN76MZ_43qn9qW7Y8-PT6lZ3mcVTC7m53S5p4kVP7P017vz8lGW792lM965CQfSW5TfQ087y7YnvVnH4rH4hqtljW8FVzph6qb4WJW4Wg1zM8QszZdW6NL52730330_VVc1jn2Rl9MmVDhSjl78wSFPN8TpSHk5gJ4DVJ4-VR7zcBtLW5kwmf11vwrQVN3Bj4WHpTsPkN7HnVjTL62qcW11-2St86W9xkW78PJBc34DXsxN3cQMZDg8bGLW2v5Xsj4087g5N1kY007c6ztkN8_P574FJYf1W5gb8qx2vxJqwW2Bq_JB4_tDjmW9c941n5QdMJcW80182h7CXcvRW49LRW22ncR3kf1vmL-404__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!Su9IEowrFTS02gqUDoUtxsxkPMHBdxnM8in5Me2yFnNxMVQBvk_DKaLt3MbIv_2YO290x7oIxIb6POfgdwdtioonaCmz-_P0UJdq7Ay7$

As part of a new partnership, AirFig Productions taught a

photography program at the Hope Center for the Arts,
introducing students to the fundamentals of camera use,
composition, and creative expression. AirFig guided them
through hands-on lessons that built confidence and encouraged

them to see the world through a new lens.

Academic Discoveries, Inc. reported that the Massachusetts

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE)
has approved their Special Education Administrator Licensure
Program, which will begin in January 2026. The company said
this opportunity will expand their business into offering master

level courses with the potential of university approval.

IT services company Boston Data Pro secured a major staffing

and service contract with a leading global manufacturing client,
alongside multiple large-scale restaurant enterprise clients.
They also launched a B2B technology platform that helps
national restaurant chains streamline their end-to-end
deployments — from Point Of Sale (POS) rollouts to menu
updates and store launches. They said securing these contracts
enabled them to expand their workforce, create new jobs, and
strengthen their ability to deliver enterprise-grade IT solutions.
Their success has been recognized nationally, as they were
ranked #136 on the 2024 Inc. Regional list and earned a place
on the Inc. 5000 National list for 2024.
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Want to tell us about your recent success? Click here and fill out the

online form!

SDO Means
Business

Click here for more!

Are you SDO
Certified?

If you have a business owned by minorities, women, veterans, those
with a disability, members of the LGBT community, and/or you own a
small Massachusetts-based business, you are eligible for a vital

source of support: SDO Certification.

Once you are certified, you will get updates on upcoming state
contracts, have access to hours of free training, be given access to
the Supplier Diversity Hub, and you will be added to the SDO’s
diverse and small vendor database, which is used by Prime Vendors,
state departments, cities and towns, and private businesses looking to

spend with diverse and small businesses.
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SDO certification is free and can provide your business with new

opportunities and prospects.

In FY2024, the Commonwealth spent $3.78 billion with diverse and
small businesses. Many Massachusetts businesses say certification
not only helped them stay in business during the pandemic but thrive

because of new prospects.

Please note that if you are already certified with one of our partner
organizations (such as Center for Women & Enterprise (CWE),
Greater New England Minority Supplier Development Council
(GNEMSDC), City of Boston, etc.), the steps to becoming SDO

certified are simple and straightforward.

To learn more about SDO Certification please click here!

Reminder - Race/Ethnicity

Information for MBES

Currently, the Supplier Diversity Office (SDO) makes public the race
and ethnicity of our certified Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs).
This change is in response to many buyers looking to make

purchases from Black, Latino/Hispanic, Asian, and Native
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American/Indigenous Persons-Owned Businesses. These businesses
are still classified as MBEs, but the additional racial makeup is

publicly available in our search engine.

While this information is public, it does not affect any vendor's
diversity status as an MBE, their ability to bid on and win bids, and
their benefits with the SDO.

If any MBE would prefer to make their race and ethnicity information

private, please contact us at webmaster.SDO@mass.gov.

Diverse Business Certification Updates

The SDO certified 18 businesses in August 2025. For the latest list of
newly-certified businesses, please click here.

REMINDER: SDO certification expires three years after the date of
issue and renewal notices are sent via email to the primary contact on
file. SDO-certified businesses should log in and review your contact
information periodically to ensure that your certification stays up to
date.
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Upcoming Vendor Classes

Small Business Purchasing Program (SBPP) for Vendors - NEW!
Executive Agencies must give special consideration to SBPP
participants when buying non-construction goods and services

estimated to cost $250,000 or less per year.

One of the many benefits of the program is it can help you market
your business to Massachusetts’ Executive Department buyers. The

program is free!

To qualify for the program, you must be a Massachusetts small
business, in business for at least one year, employee 50 or fewer

employees, and gross less than $15 million a year.

The class outlines the specific qualifications and the application
processes. You will also learn how to search for bid opportunities in
COMMBUYS and available resources to help you grow your

business.

Upcoming dates:



« September 17,9 a.m.

Link to reqister

Certified Vendor Onboarding — Using Your Certification to
Unlock Opportunities

(PRE-REQUISITE: for Certified Diverse Businesses)

Learn more about using your certification to identify opportunities in
public procurement and develop business-to-business relationships
with other vendors. This training covers SDO programs, exploring
business opportunities, creating SDP partnerships, and introducing

free resources available to help grow your business.

Upcoming dates:
« September 30, 9 a.m.

Link to reqister

Prime Contractor Onboarding

(PRE-REQUISITE: This class is for Prime Contractors currently on
Statewide and/or Departmental contracts).

Prime contractors are required to spend a percentage of contract
sales with certified diverse businesses and report the spend. This

webinar will help prime contractors understand how to meet the
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Supplier Diversity Plan (SDP) requirement. This class gives an
overview of SDP, where to find eligible partners, and how to report
SDP spend.

Upcoming dates:
« September 25, 9-10AM

Link to reqister

Vendor Hub Reporting - for Prime Contractors

(PRE-REQUISITE: for Prime Contractors currently on Departmental
contracts)

As part of all contract terms and conditions, prime contractors are
required to report spending in the Supplier Diversity Hub. In this class,
you will learn how to register in the Hub, submit SDP spend reports,

add and manage users, and view current spend.

Upcoming dates:
« September 4, 9 a.m.

Link to reqister

Don’t Miss Out! Responding to RFQs
(PRE-REQUISITE: for Small Business Purchasing Program

participants currently on Statewide and/or Departmental contracts)
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Don’t miss out on another COMMBUY'S opportunity! In this class you
will learn the benefits of the SBPP, the mechanics of a Request for
Quotes, how to identify and respond to an RFQ, and how RFQ’s are

evaluated.

Upcoming dates:
. September 24, 9-10AM

Link to reqister

Supplier Diversity Program for Health and Human Service
Providers

(PRE-REQUISITE: This class is for Service Providers currently on
Purchase of Service contracts)

Service providers on state contracts are required to develop
partnerships with certified diverse vendors and report spend. This
class gives an overview of the Supplier Diversity Program (SDP),
where to find eligible partners, and how to report SDP spend in the
UFR.

Upcoming dates:
« September 23, 9-10AM

Link to reqister
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Follow us on:

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Office (SDO)
1 Ashburton Place
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Certification HelpDesk: Webmaster.SDO@mass.gov
SDP & SBPP HelpDesk: sdp@mass.gov
Phone: (617) 502-8843

Was this email forwarded to you? Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter here.
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