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	Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Water Resources – Drinking Water Program

Revised Total Coliform Rule 310 CMR 22.05

Application for Seasonal-Exempt Status - INSTRUCTIONS

for Non-Community Public Water Systems



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Background

	Seasonal systems are non-community public water systems (PWSs) that start up and shut down the distribution system at the beginning and end of each operating season.  These include systems that drain all of the distribution lines, or systems that are closed with no access to water for a period of time during the year.  Seasonal systems must follow the state-approved Seasonal Start-up Procedure, and certify that they have followed the procedures prior to placing all or any part of the system back into service.  See the Seasonal Start-up Procedure and Certification Form at
http://www.mass.gov/eea/docs/dep/water/drinking/alpha/i-thru-z/seasonal-cert.pdf 
MassDEP recognizes that some non-community PWSs that are not operated as a PWS on a year-round basis may be eligible for exemption from some of the Seasonal Start-Up requirements due to the fact that their distribution lines remain pressurized.  These PWSs may be further categorized into two groups:  
a) PWSs that remain pressurized with no access to the water during the time they are closed to the public; and, 
b) PWSs that remain pressurized, but a limited population continues to have access to the water during the time they are closed to the public. 
The Revised Total Coliform Rule (RTCR) specifically allows pressurized systems with no access to the water, which meet state exemption criteria, to be approved for Seasonal-Exempt status [310 CMR 22.05(1)(d)6.c., (1)(e)5.b., and (1)(f)4.b.].  Pressurized systems that continue to provide water to a limited population (but are not open to the public) are considered to be in operation year-round, and are required to monitor for bacteria throughout the entire year; however, they are also eligible to apply for Seasonal-Exempt status if they meet the exemption criteria.  MassDEP will evaluate the PWS in relation to the Seasonal-Exempt System Criteria described in the application form. If approved, these PWSs will be exempt from the Seasonal Start-up Certification requirement, and from the requirements to sample for bacteria during the time they are closed to the public. Those approved for Seasonal-Exempt status will still be required to collect a round of special samples that are absent of bacteria, and submit the results to MassDEP, before serving water to the public each year. All determinations of Seasonal-Exempt status require written MassDEP approval.  

	Instructions 

	1) A supplier of water requesting exemption from the Seasonal Start-up Certification requirements must complete and submit (one time only) the attached form “Application for Seasonal-Exempt Status” to their MassDEP Drinking Water Program (DWP) regional office listed below no less than 30 days prior to serving water to the public.  An application may also be submitted by email to Program.director-dwp@state.ma.us Subject line: PWS Id#-City/Town-Seasonal Exempt Status. 
2) MassDEP DWP regional office must be notified of any modification to the PWS configuration or operation after a Seasonal-Exempt approval has been granted. 

Please note: PWSs must continue to follow their approved coliform sampling plan until they receive written notification from MassDEP that their exemption request has been approved and their routine sampling requirements have changed. MassDEP may revoke or suspend its Seasonal-Exempt status approval, in writing, at any time if it determines the PWS is not operating according to exemption requirements.  

	MassDEP Drinking Water Program Contact Information

	Central Region, Worcester
	Northeast Region, Wilmington
	Southeast Region,   Lakeville and Cape Cod
	Western Region, Springfield

	8 New Bond St.
	205B Lowell St.
	20 Riverside Dr.
	436 Dwight St.

	Worcester, MA. 01606
	Wilmington, MA. 01887
	Lakeville, MA. 02347
	Springfield, MA. 01103

	Main Phone: 508-792-7650
	Main Phone: 978-694-3200
	Main Phone: 508-946-2700
	Main Phone: 413-784-1100

	Boston Office: Program.director-dwp@state.ma.us  or  617-292-5770
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	Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection - Drinking Water Program
Revised Total Coliform Rule

Application for Seasonal-Exempt Status  For Non-Community Public Water Systems

	I.  PWS Information

	

	PWSID#:
	     
	PWS Name:
	     
	PWS Town:
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	

	II.  Seasonal-Exempt System Criteria 

	Suppliers of water seeking MassDEP approval for Seasonal-Exempt status must meet the following criteria to be considered for approval.  

1) No TCR or RTCR Treatment Technique violations, MCL violations or Level 2 Assessments, and no GWR Tier 1 events for 12 months.  No combination of two RTCR monitoring violations or Level 1 Assessments within 12 months.

2) No uncorrected Groundwater Rule significant deficiencies, RTCR sanitary defects, or assessment corrective actions.

3) No public access while closed.  Access restricted to a limited number of residents or employees may be acceptable.

4) No significant water storage volume in relation to water consumption (high water age).

5) No chemical treatment or treatment required per MassDEP to meet action levels and/or MCL compliance, or other contaminants deemed to pose an unacceptable health risk to consumers by the Department’s Office of Research and Standards. 

6) No identified and unaddressed operational issues such as certified operator or cross connection violations.

Exemption from the requirements for seasonal systems allows a system to avoid the certification requirement and compliance monitoring for the period the PWS, or specified distribution system, is closed to the public.  Suppliers of water granted exemption are certifying to MassDEP that they meet the above criteria.  In addition, systems granted exemption are certifying that they will follow the below requirements: 

7) PWS will collect a round of special samples that are absent of bacteria prior to opening to the public each year, and submit the results to MassDEP.  (Note that the PWS must still collect a set of compliance samples during each month or quarter that the system is open to the public)

8) PWS will not change system operations.

9) PWS will continue monthly meter readings for all sources that remain in operation, during the time it is closed to the public.

10) PWS will continue certified operator visits in accordance with their approved Certified Operator Staffing Plan. 



	III.  System Description (please check the system type applying for exemption, and complete all additional

information below, including a detailed system description)

	  PWS that remains fully pressurized, but closed with no access by any person, to the water for a period of time during the year.

  PWS with a single distribution system that remains fully pressurized, but closed to the public, with access to a limited population only, for a period of time during the year.

   PWS with multiple distribution systems that are physically isolated from each other, where one or more remain fully pressurized, but closed to the public for a period of time during the year.




	List the dates of operation that the PWS is open and serving water to the public:
	     

	List the number of individuals that have access to the water when closed to the public (if anyone): 
Number of individuals

Affiliation   Ex. Family members, employees, tenants (commercial or residential), maintenance staff, etc.
Check Duration

Daily

Weekly

Other
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     


	Below, please describe the PWS distribution system(s) for which you seek exemption, and include a recent distribution system map.   (For systems with multiple distribution systems, specifically identify the number of systems, how the distribution systems are isolated, and which lines are kept pressurized.  Maps should identify all distribution systems and their respective sources, service connections (buildings), any portions of the system that are drained, lines that remain pressurized, atmospheric tank(s), all coliform sampling locations, and the locations of any buildings that continue to serve water when closed to the public)

	       


	IV.  PWS Certification

	I certify that my PWS maintains a fully pressurized distribution system year-round, and meets the Seasonal-Exempt System Criteria listed in Section A.  I certify under penalty of law that I am the person authorized to fill out this form and the information contained herein is true, accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.


	Print Name:
	     
	Title:
	     

	Signature:
	
	Date:
	     

	Phone #:
	     
	Email:
	     

	
	
	
	


	MassDEP USE ONLY  

MassDEP Review Date: 
         MassDEP Reviewer:






  Seasonal-Exempt APPROVED.  PWS must meet and maintain Seasonal-Exempt criteria and requirements as specified in Section A for the eligible distribution system(s) identified in Section B.

  Seasonal-Exempt DENIED.  The PWS, or some of the distribution system(s), are determined to be:


  Seasonal:  Required to conduct the Seasonal Start-up Procedure and Certification.

  Year-round:  
Not subject to Seasonal Start-up Procedure and Certification, and required to perform monitoring year-round. 

	Comment(s): 

	

	

	MassDEP DWP RTCR Archive filed on Date: 
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