[bookmark: _Toc1623618539]C. Procurement and Grant Contract Information

[bookmark: _Toc1051853970]C1. Procurement for Grant Contracts 

Solicitations and procurements are governed by specific Commonwealth regulations, and where federal funding is employed, also by federal requirements contained in the federal grant that issues the funds to the Commonwealth. Projects awarded as part of this funding opportunity will be awarded as a grant. The regulation governing this procurement is 815 CMR 2.00, with some provisions of 801 CMR 21.00. The terms of 815 CMR 2.00: Grants and Subsidies and 801 CMR 21.00: Procurement of Commodities and Services are incorporated by reference into this Grant Opportunity/Announcement. Words used in this Grant Opportunity document shall have the meanings defined in 815 CMR 2.00 and where applicable 801 CMR 21.00. Additional definitions are also provided in the Definitions portion of this document.

[bookmark: _Toc791036088]C2. Total Anticipated Duration of Grant Contract(s)

The base period of the grant contract is two and one-half years with a potential for an additional one-year extension option. No agreements for services may be executed after the grant contract has expired. Extension of the contract is at the sole discretion of MassDEP.

[bookmark: _Toc236789011]C3. Funding Availability, Budgeting Guidelines & Allowable Expenditures

The total anticipated expenditure for projects under this Grant Announcement is approximately $2,500,000. Grant contracts will have a maximum obligation amount. MassDEP is under no obligation to disburse a specific sum of funding. There is no guarantee that monies will be awarded. All grant contracts shall be subject to available funding. MassDEP reserves the right to withhold a portion of the total grant award amount, to be reimbursed in the final payment, pending receipt, review, and acceptance by MassDEP of all tasks and deliverables under the terms of the grant award contract.

MassDEP will only reimburse costs and expenses that relate directly to the proposed project and that will be incurred if the project is implemented. Contract amendments for grant contracts that are implemented under this Grant Opportunity must be done in accordance with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Office of the Comptroller’s rules and guidance, specifically their Amendments, Suspensions or Terminations Policy (https://public.powerdms.com/MAComptroller/documents/1778973). See Attachment E (Supplemental Terms and Conditions), particularly Section 3 (Compensation and Payment of Grant Funds) for additional requirements and restrictions on payment.

[bookmark: _Toc404867683]C4. Grant Contract Award

Funding for projects selected under this Grant Announcement will be through a grant contract issued and administered by the MassDEP Clean Water Act (CWA) s.319 Grant program. MassDEP may fund multiple awards to multiple organizations within the limits of the available funding. However, MassDEP could award all of the funding for a single project, depending on the number of applications received and the results of the evaluation and ranking of the applications and projected costs.

Projects that are awarded a grant contract shall abide by the terms and conditions set forth in Attachment D of this document (Terms and Conditions) and the additional terms and conditions set forth in Attachment E (Supplemental Terms and Conditions) to this Grant Announcement. Additionally, final grant contracts are only awarded after the completion of the parties’ successful negotiation of the Project’s Final Scope of Services. Applicants should note that Grant contracts are not final until MassDEP and the Grantee signatory have signed the Commonwealth’s Standard Contract form, which also incorporates by reference the Standard Contract Form Instructions, Contractor Certifications, and the Commonwealth’s Terms and Conditions. 

MassDEP does not guarantee that any grant contracts will result from this Grant Announcement, or that any particular funding amount will be awarded. It is anticipated that projects will commence shortly after MassDEP’s award of a contract when a formal notice to proceed is issued. Awarded contracts will be reviewed during the contract term and, upon request by the Grantee, may only be extended or otherwise amended at the sole discretion of MassDEP. Any extension granted will not necessarily change, or increase, the monetary value of the contract.
[bookmark: _Toc2066242862]C5. Applicant Communication with MassDEP and the Commonwealth

Applicants are prohibited from communicating directly with any employee of MassDEP regarding this Grant Opportunity except as specified in this Grant Announcement, and no other Commonwealth employee or representative is authorized to provide information or respond to questions or inquiries concerning this Grant Announcement. Applicants may contact the contact person for this Grant Announcement in the event this Grant Announcement is incomplete, or if the applicant is having trouble obtaining any referenced documents or required attachments. Note that there is an open period to submit written questions up to the deadline specified in this Grant Announcement. MassDEP’s response to written questions received from all prospective applicants during the question period will be answered and posted on the MassDEP website for this Grant Announcement.
[bookmark: _Toc1858146878]C6. Grant Announcement Distribution Method

This Notice of Grant Availability has been distributed electronically using the Commonwealth’s electronic procurement and solicitation website COMMBUYS (posted Wednesday, September 2, 2026). The RFP is also posted on the MassDEP Grants and Financial Assistance: Watersheds & Water Quality website, https://www.mass.gov/info-details/grants-financial-assistance-watersheds-water-quality#section-319-nonpoint-source-competitive-grants-program-. It is the responsibility of every Applicant to check the MassDEP website for any addenda or modifications to the Grant Announcement to which they intend to respond. The Commonwealth of Massachusetts and its subdivisions accept no liability and will provide no accommodations to Applicants who fail to check for amendments to the Grant Announcement and/or submit inadequate or incorrect responses.
[bookmark: _Toc700685575]C7. Prohibition of Changes to the Grant Announcement/Application

Applicants may not alter the Grant Announcement language or any Grant Announcement component files. Those submitting an application must respond in accordance with the Grant Announcement directions and complete only those sections that prompt an Applicant for a response. Modifications to the body of the Grant Announcement, specifications, terms and conditions, or which change the intent of the Grant Announcement are prohibited. Any unauthorized alterations will cause rejection of the response by the MassDEP. If an Applicant finds an error where a change may be required, the Applicant should immediately contact the MassDEP CWA s.319 Grant contacts listed in Section 1.3 of the RFP.
[bookmark: _Toc368884479]C8. Failure to Provide a Complete and Compliant Application

Submittals that are received that are incomplete and/or non-compliant with the requirements stated in this Grant Announcement are subject to disqualification.
[bookmark: _Toc517728272]C9. Reasonable Accommodation

Applicants with disabilities or hardships that seek reasonable accommodation, which may include the receipt of Grant Announcement information in an alternative format, must communicate such requests in writing to the CWA s.319 Grant contact person. Requests for accommodation will be addressed on a case-by-case basis. 
[bookmark: _Toc668939137]C10. Selection for a Grant Award

Applications that are determined to be eligible for grant funding as described in this Grant Announcement, and that meet the evaluation criteria outlined in Section 4 of the RFP and the terms and conditions of the Grant Contract, may be awarded a Grant Contract. However, as indicated previously in this document, there is a limited pool of grant funding for CWA s.319 projects, and as a result, there is a possibility that Applicants who otherwise meet the eligibility criteria for grant funding may not be awarded funds for a project. 

Failure of the Applicant to be awarded a grant under this Grant Announcement shall not eliminate their eligibility or consideration for any future grant funds that may be available through the CWA s.319 Grant program.
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