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Background Information

Draft and Final TMDL analyses and the Final Massachusetts Integrated List of Waters for the Clean Water Act 2022 Reporting Cycle 
https://www.mass.gov/total-maximum-daily-loads-tmdls
https://www.mass.gov/lists/integrated-lists-of-waters-related-reports

Water Quality Assessment Reports
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/water-quality-assessments

MassDEP Project Summaries. One-page descriptions of projects that have received Clean Water Act (CWA) s.604b or s.319 funding. https://www.mass.gov/doc/massdep-cwa-section-319-project-summaries-ffy-1990-2022/download; https://www.mass.gov/doc/massdep-cwa-section-604b-project-summaries-ffy-1991-2021/download 

MassDEP Water Quality Monitoring Program Data: https://www.mass.gov/guides/water-quality-monitoring-program-data

Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/314-CMR-4-the-massachusetts-surface-water-quality-standards

Massachusetts Nonpoint Source Information and Tools

Massachusetts Nonpoint Source Management Plan, 2025-2029, with concise goals and objectives:
https://www.mass.gov/doc/massachusetts-nps-management-plan-2025-2029/download 

INSPIRE (Ideas for Nonpoint Source Projects: Information, Resources, and Examples). Online GIS-based capacity building tool that provides information on CWA s.604(b) and s.319 grants; showcases successful grants-funded projects throughout the Commonwealth as examples; and presents a collection of geospatial layers as resources to help communities develop new project ideas for competitive grant proposals. https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/89191a466c184a3592917636b81334bb/ 

The Clean Water Toolkit, Massachusetts Nonpoint Source Pollution Management Manual. A manual in electronic format that provides an overview of nonpoint source related issues, fact sheets and detailed information on best management practices (BMPs) to address nonpoint source problems. http://prj.geosyntec.com/npsmanual/default.aspx

Watershed-Based Planning Tool. The online tool will guide a user to select a watershed and complete the nine elements necessary to complete a Watershed-Based Plan http://prj.geosyntec.com/MassDEPWBP

Stormwater
NPDES Stormwater Regulated Communities. CWA s.319 funds cannot be used for activities that support final NPDES permits in the regulated area.
 https://www.epa.gov/npdes-permits/regulated-ms4-massachusetts-communities

University of New Hampshire Stormwater Center, http://www.unh.edu/unhsc/, where in situ testing of several BMPs is conducted. Visit this site for fact sheets and information about porous asphalt, gravel wetlands, swirl concentrators, and other relevant information.

Stormwater Policy, Permits, and General Publications
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/stormwater

Cornell Extreme Precipitation Analysis website, providing rainfall analysis calibrated to the present climate http://precip.eas.cornell.edu/

EPA’s Soak Up the Rain campaign, information and resources to support public outreach and education http://www.epa.gov/soakuptherain


Three excellent newsletters with comprehensive grant information from public and private sources: 
· Ebb & Flow Newsletter (Massachusetts Department of Fish & Game Division of Ecological Restoration) -  https://www.mass.gov/orgs/division-of-ecological-restoration
· CZ-Mail (Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management) -https://www.mass.gov/service-details/cz-mail
· Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition - https://massland.org/













FREQUENTLY ASKED § 319 QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

INTRODUCTION

The following are frequently asked questions (FAQs) and answers about the CWA s.319 grant program. The questions and responses have been grouped into general categories to help prospective applicants find information. However, there is a great deal of overlap in the categories, and readers are urged to familiarize themselves with the entire Q&A section.

GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Can RFP recipients ask any further questions about the RFP, written or oral, after the RFP release date? 
After the September 2, 2026 RFP release date, MassDEP staff and all Commonwealth employees will only respond to administrative questions and provide copies of reference documents. Applicants may contact the contact person for this RFP in the event this RFP is incomplete, the Applicant is having trouble obtaining any required attachments, and/or having difficulty with the electronic submission. Staff are prohibited from assisting potential applicants in developing specific CWA s.319 grant proposals.
 2.	Do prevailing wage rates apply to work on CWA s.319 funded projects?

Depending on the nature of the work and the public or private nature of the grantee, prevailing wage rates may apply to some or all of the work. For specific advice, applicants should consult with the agency that administers the prevailing wage law, the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, http://www.mass.gov/lwd/ 

3.	Do CWA s.319 funds need to be spent within the fiscal year?

No, CWA s.319 projects are under contract for multiple years. However, invoices must be submitted during the same state fiscal year (July 1 through June 30) in which the work is done. Under no circumstances can invoices be processed for work done in the previous state fiscal year. 

4.	Does the Department provide an explanation of why a proposal was not selected?

Every applicant will be notified of the results of the CWA s.319 selection process and will be offered the opportunity to meet and discuss their proposal after the selection process is complete. 

5.	Can Applicants submit partial proposals before the RFP submittal deadline, and then send additional materials as they become available?

Applicants may submit complete proposal packages prior to the October 28, 2026 due date, but MassDEP strongly recommends against sending partial submittals to ensure that all proposal components are properly assembled for the reviewers. 

[bookmark: FAQ6]6.	What does the Department mean by “Impaired water” and “Category of Water”?

Massachusetts has adopted EPA’s Integrated Listing Methodology for reporting the status of water resources. The Integrated List replaces the CWA s.305(b) report of previous years by reorganizing the information according to the following categories:

· Category 1 Waters: waters attaining all designated uses
· Category 2 Waters: attaining some uses, other uses not assessed
· Category 3 Waters: no uses assessed
· Category 4a Waters: All Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) are completed
· Category 4b Waters: impairment controlled by alternative pollution control requirements
· Category 4c Waters: impairment not caused by a pollutant – TMDL not required
· Category 5 Waters: waters requiring a TMDL (formerly the 303d list)

For purposes of the CWA s.319 grant program, “impaired waters” are those listed in Categories 4a, 4c, and 5. Impaired waters do not meet their designated uses, as defined by the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards. These categories represent the former CWA s.303(d) list. The Final Massachusetts Integrated List of Waters for the Clean Water Act 2022 Reporting Cycle, which includes these category listings, can be found on the Department’s web site at https://www.mass.gov/lists/integrated-lists-of-waters-related-reports. Information about the TMDL program can also be found at that site. 

7.	If I have a current CWA s.319 grant, am I eligible to apply for another? 

Yes. All applicants should note that past performance on a CWA s.319 project is one of the Department’s review criteria.

8.	Is a waterbody with documented cyanobacteria harmful algae blooms (HABs) eligible? 

Yes, provided the waterbody is listed on the Massachusetts List of Impaired Waters and/or documentation of the harmful algae blooms or cyanobacteria problem has been verified by MassDEP or Massachusetts Department of Public Health.

9.	Is aeration eligible? 

In-lake solutions, including aeration, are only eligible when all watershed sources of pollutants have been remediated. Aeration may be eligible, provided MassDEP’s Watershed Planning Program agrees that this is an appropriate and cost-effective BMP.

BUDGET AND 40% NON-FEDERAL MATCH

Note that non-federal match is waived for the FFY2025-2026 grant cycle; however, providing match will increase the competitiveness of a proposal.

10.	How does the Department determine the amount of money that is available each year?

The United States Congress annually awards CWA s.319 funds to states via EPA, according to a formula. The CWA s.319 funds given to Massachusetts are evenly split between Project funds and Program funds. As directed by federal CWA s.319 program guidelines, Project funds are 100% passed through as competitive subawards for implementation projects that address water quality impairments caused by nonpoint source pollution (Implementation projects). Program funds are partially used to support MassDEP’s Nonpoint Source program, and the remainder is used to fund projects that are consistent with the Massachusetts Nonpoint Source Management Plan (NPS Plan).

11.	Is there a limit on the amount of CWA s.319 grant funds that can be requested by an applicant?

No. Typical CWA s.319 grants range from $50,000 to $600,000. The Department encourages larger projects to facilitate watershed-wide improvements. The grantee must be able to provide at least a 40% non-federal match for the total project cost, i.e., in cash and/or through in-kind services. Note that non-federal match is waived for the FFY 2025-2026 CWA s.319 grant cycle.

12.	What is the payment procedure for CWA s.319 projects?

The grantee will be reimbursed for costs that are incurred for the project during the contractual period. Advance payments will not be made. The Department encourages grantees to submit invoices in a timely manner, as expenses are incurred; in most cases, it is suggested that grantees submit their invoices with their required quarterly progress reports. Reimbursement is generally made within 45 days subsequent to the grantee submitting a correctly executed invoice with appropriate backup documentation and a completed Match Certification Form, as appropriate. No payments shall be made for Massachusetts sales tax. See also the 2016 Grantees Guide, https://www.mass.gov/doc/watershed-projects-grants-program-grantees-guide/.

Ten percent (10%) of the CWA s.319 funds that are awarded will be withheld from the project total as retainage. At the end of the project, once the final report has been submitted and accepted and all other contract terms have been satisfied, the retainage will be released. When applying for a CWA s.319 grant, Applicants should ensure that they have sufficient financial resources available to accommodate the retainage that will be withheld for the project costs incurred. 

13.	Can work begin before a contract is signed for a selected project?

Non-federal match work activities can begin prior to signing a Contract (or in the case of a state agency, an Interdepartmental Services Agreement), consistent with the guidelines outlined elsewhere in this RFP. However, since funding for this program is subject to the CWA s.319 federal grant award from the EPA to the Department, the Department cannot guarantee that a project will be funded even if it is on the list of recommended CWA s.319 projects that is submitted to EPA. 

A Notice to Proceed document will be sent to the Grantee by MassDEP once the contract is finalized. Reimbursement cannot be made for costs incurred for any work performed before the project start date contained in the Notice to Proceed.

14.	Can in-kind services be utilized for the non-federal match of the CWA s.319 funding? If so, how are the in-kind services calculated (as actual cost or as estimated market value)?

Yes, in-kind services can be utilized to match the federal funding. In-kind services should be based on the actual cost for the service provided and must be reasonable for the services provided. Examples of in-kind services include the actual or estimated true value of: using DPW personnel and equipment to excavate a site for a BMP installation; using non-federally funded personnel to conduct outreach or technology transfer seminars; or donated engineering, design, or permitting services. Guidance for estimating the value of volunteer labor can be found at 
https://www.independentsector.org/resource/the-value-of-volunteer-time/.

15.	If another grant source is to be offered as part of the 40% match, and that grant has not been awarded by the time the RFP for CWA s.319 funding must be submitted, what documentation should be provided in the proposal?

As part of the proposal, the Applicant should submit a letter describing the matching grant being sought, along with the timetable for when those funds will be awarded, and any other relevant information such as the likelihood of receiving the funding. The Applicant’s proposal will be reviewed, but no contract can be finalized with MassDEP until the matching funding has been finalized. The Applicant’s request for the non-federal match grant must already be in process at the time of the submittal of the application for the CWA s.319 funds; an Applicant cannot wait for MassDEP’s decision regarding a recommendation for CWA s.319 funds before applying for the non-federal match grant.

If a town meeting or council vote is required to secure/finalize the non-federal match, the Applicant should include a letter from an authorized official certifying that a request for non-federal match funding will be presented to the deciding municipal body for decision in a timely manner.

16.	If the non-federal matching grant funds are awarded after the CWA s.319 proposal is submitted, should the Applicant notify the Department right away?

No, because this information became available after the proposal submittal date, it could have no bearing on the Department’s proposal evaluation process.

17.	What level of commitment must be provided with the proposal for the non-federal match?

Applicants must submit, as part of their proposal, letters of support from any organization(s) that will provide non-federal matching funds or in-kind services for a proposed project. Each letter must be written on the organization’s letterhead, must detail the amount and source of the non-federal match (or in-kind services) to be provided, must provide a firm commitment to provide the matching funds or services, and must be signed by an authorized signatory for the organization. If municipal funds are sought, but the availability of the funds is contingent on a future town meeting or city council appropriation, the Applicant must include a letter from the selectmen or mayor confirming that a request for funds will be put before the voters or city council. In this case, the funds must be in place before a contract can be finalized, but the vote does not need to be held prior to proposal submittal or in order for the proposal to be selected for funding.

For the up-front 40% non-federal match (i.e., match work completed after October 1, 2025, but before the start of the current CWA s.319 grant contract), Applicants must provide sufficient documentation to allow reviewers to qualify the match at the proposal review stage. This documentation should include the date(s) of the match work, the value of the service, deliverable(s), relationship to the project, and any other relevant information. If the up-front match cannot be validated at the proposal review, the proposal may be determined to be non-competitive. Therefore, Applicants are urged to pay careful attention to the thorough preparation and documentation of up-front match funds as part of their proposal.

18.	Does the rate of non-federal match expenditure need to match the rate of grant expenditure? Does every invoice need to report a corresponding 40% match?

No. At the end of the project, the non-federal match expenditure must meet the 40% commitment, but the rates of expenditure and reporting do not need to match on an invoice-by-invoice basis.

WATERSHED-BASED PLAN

19.	What is the Watershed-Based Plan? Are Applicants required to have one?

EPA requires a Watershed-Based Plan (WBP) as a prerequisite to receiving CWA s.319 implementation funds. Project proposals that are responsive to this RFP must have a MassDEP-accepted WBP or be able to complete and obtain MassDEP acceptance of a WBP before contracts can be finalized. MassDEP has developed the online WBP Tool to guide users through the selection of a watershed and completion of the nine elements necessary to comprise a WBP: http://prj.geosyntec.com/MassDEPWBP. 

20. Can we use CWA s.319 funds to help develop a Watershed-Based Plan?

No, a completed and MassDEP-accepted WBP is required to support funding an implementation project prior to the start of the project. However, the development of a MassDEP-accepted WBP is eligible as match. A completed WBP will provide a comprehensive strategy that will lead to restoration of a waterbody. Using a WBP as the basis for CWA s.319 work will lead to eligible and highly competitive grant proposals. 

21.	What are the nine elements of a Watershed-Based Plan?

The nine elements effectively comprise the information that would go into a TMDL implementation plan. 

1. An identification of the causes and sources or groups of similar sources that will need to be controlled to achieve the load reductions estimated in this watershed-based plan.

2. An estimate of the load reductions expected for the management measures described below.

3. A description of the NPS management measures that will need to be implemented to achieve the load reductions estimated under element #2 above.

4. An estimate of the amounts of technical and financial assistance needed, associated costs, and/or the sources and authorities that will be relied upon, to implement this plan.

5. An information/education component that will be used to enhance public understanding of the project.

6. A schedule for implementing the NPS management measures identified in this plan.

7. A description of interim, measurable milestones for determining whether NPS management measures or other control actions are being implemented.

8. A set of criteria that can be used to determine whether loading reductions are being achieved over time.

9. A monitoring component to evaluate the effectiveness of the implementation efforts.

22.	Will priority be given to proposals for work in an entire watershed?

Projects should strive to encompass the watershed of the targeted waterbody. Depending on the location and the extent of the impairments, this could be a watershed of any size. The WBP tool has been designed to help define the watershed of each waterbody. The most competitive implementation proposals address NPS problems in the entire watershed that will be mitigated by the proposed BMPs. 

Selection will be based on the quality and responsiveness of the proposal. The goal of the CWA s.319 grant program is for waterbodies to meet the Massachusetts Surface Water Quality Standards, and to achieve the goals of the Massachusetts Nonpoint Source Management Plan. The most competitive project proposals will aggressively seek to meet these goals. An implementation project that comprehensively addresses one impairment and results in meeting water quality standards is preferable to a project that partially addresses several impairments with no resulting change in water quality status.

PROPOSAL CONTENT

23.	What constitutes an enforcement action that would disqualify a proposal?

Any local, state, or federal enforcement action that is currently in effect, or that is identified by MassDEP as imminent, may disqualify a proposal. Once the matter has been resolved and the enforcement action is ended, proposals will no longer be disqualified.

24.	Must an Applicant own the land on which proposed BMPs will be constructed?

No. However, Applicants must demonstrate in their proposal that they have written permission to access the property to design, construct, and maintain the BMPs. Structural BMPs funded under the CWA s.319 grant program may be located on public or private land.

If an Applicant is negotiating an easement for access to the property for installation and long-term maintenance of the BMP, but negotiations are not yet final, the proposal should include the draft easement, documentation of the negotiations to date, the anticipated date when the negotiations will be final, and a letter of support for the project from the landowner.

If the Applicant is negotiating the purchase of land where a BMP is to be located as part of a CWA s.319-funded project, but the purchase is not yet final, the proposal should include documentation of the purchase process to date (please include the purchase and sale agreement if available, any written documentation of negotiated purchase price, projected timeline for purchasing the property, etc.) and a letter of support for the project from the landowner.

25.	Are streambank and shoreline stabilization projects eligible for CWA s.319 funding?

Yes. Bank erosion and channel instability can be a significant source of sediment and nutrients and can be associated with hydrologic and habitat impairment. Watershed restoration work is also recognized as key to protecting infrastructure and natural resources from hydrologic impacts related to intensified weather events, and as such this work can be eligible for CWA s.319 funding in any watershed as a Healthy Watershed project. Proposals should comprehensively describe and address the watershed problems that are the cause of the erosion and channel instability. 

26.	Where shall we put narrative about past history in our proposal? 

Include it as Background in the project description.

27.	Where shall I place a citation to justify proposed work?

Include the citation and page number(s) as part of a project description and add the cited report as an attachment.

28.	There is so much climate information out there: what should I include in my proposal?

BMP designs should be sized to accommodate intensified weather events. One source of information is Northeast Regional Climate Center, http://precip.eas.cornell.edu/. Cite the data you are using in support of your proposal.

29.	Is an NRCS-approved Conservation Plan helpful to show as part of previous work?

Yes.

30.	I am considering a green infrastructure project, using streetscape designs and runoff calculations developed for US Forest Service urban forestry grant. How advanced do the designs need to be? Is the scale of my project too small to be competitive, and does it make sense to include another GI project nearby?

Conceptual designs are required and must provide sufficient detail to allow the proposal review committee to evaluate the viability of the proposal. Projects should implement watershed-based strategies that address the major source of pollution in a watershed, leading to attainment of water quality standards. Therefore, small-scale projects are much less competitive than larger ones. A small-scale project matched along with other eligible tasks within the watershed could make a project more cost effective and thus more competitive.

31.	If our project will remove bacteria, how specific should the calculations be, per BMP or per the overall project?

Estimated quantities (CFUs, pounds, tons, etc.) of all targeted pollutants to be removed must be provided for the overall project as well as the quantities removed by each BMP.

NPDES STORMWATER PERMITS

32.	How can I find out about my NPDES status?

Go to the EPA website for Regulated Communities in Massachusetts, https://www.epa.gov/npdes-permits/regulated-ms4-massachusetts-communities. Scroll down to the town you are interested in. Click on the ‘303d/305b’ map.

CWA s.319 restrictions on NPDES stormwater activities apply only in these regulated areas. Additional information about NPDES permit restrictions and competitive proposal development is included in the RFP. 

33.	Do the NPDES stormwater permit limitations apply to everyone, or just to the permit holder?

The limitations apply to everyone. Within designated NPDES stormwater permitted (i.e., MS4, RDA, Phase I and Phase II) areas, CWA s.319 funds cannot be used by any grantee to do work that is specifically required by the current NPDES permit. 

34. How will the NPDES MS4 permit affect project eligibility?

As stated previously, CWA s.319 nonpoint source funds cannot be used to implement the requirements of NPDES permits. The federal definition of nonpoint source pollution specifically excludes NPDES permitted discharges. 

The 2016 Massachusetts MS4 General Permit, effective July 1, 2018, and administratively continued on July 1, 2022, is in effect. The current permit requires regulated entities to develop or enhance Stormwater Management Plans (SWMP). CWA s.319 supported work will remain eligible in regulated areas unless or until the work becomes required by the permit or the SWMP. For example, if the SWMP outlines a strategy of progressive housekeeping and implementation activities that culminate in requiring a BMP at the end of a five (5)-year timeline, the BMP is eligible for CWA s.319 funds up until the end of the five (5)-year timeline, when the work becomes required. 

For these projects, Applicants should read their permits and demonstrate that the proposed work activities are not required by the permit. All work activities for the CWA s.319 project must be completed by the Applicant prior to the time when the activities are mandated in an NPDES permit. 

35.	Is mapping work in an MS4 regulated area eligible?

Mapping stormwater systems and/or outfalls in an MS4 area is required as part of the MS4 permit and is therefore not an eligible CWA s.319 activity. Mapping a river corridor in an MS4 area, as part of a protection proposal, would be eligible, provided it is not required by the MS4 permit. 

36.	Is the groundwork for bylaw development to help meet MS4 permit requirements eligible as match for s.319?

No. Work that addresses the requirements of the MS4 permit is not CWA s.319-eligible.

37.	Is agricultural work in an MS4 area eligible?

With the exception of animal feeding operations (AFOs) and confined animal feeding operations (CAFOs), which are regulated under NPDES, agriculture work is exempted from NPDES permit requirements and is therefore CWA s.319-eligible in all watersheds.

PROPOSAL EVALUATION

38.	Is there an advantage to a proposal with different sections or "modules" that may be funded separately or in part?

Ultimately, it is the quality, responsiveness and need for the project that determines whether an eligible proposal receives CWA s.319 funding. The "Scope of Services" required as part of every proposal breaks the proposals down into individual tasks. MassDEP’s proposal evaluation team has the discretion to decide to recommend funding for all, or for some, of the tasks listed in the project proposal.

39.	If Applicants collaborate on a joint proposal, with whom does the state contract for the work?

The contract will be executed with only one lead party, as designated in the project proposal. All other parties, if described as participants in the proposed project, must submit letters of support to be included with the proposal.

MassDEP may require that a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) be signed by the grantee and any participating organization and/or agency prior to receiving Notice to Proceed for the contract. An MOU is an agreement between the grantee and each participating organization and/or agency that lists the specific project responsibilities of these participating groups.

40.	What role does EPA perform in the selection of eligible proposals for funding?

A review committee comprised of representatives from EPA, MassDEP, DER, CZM, and other EEA agencies evaluates and prioritizes the proposals and makes recommendations for funding. Funding for CWA s.319 projects is ultimately subject to the availability of funds from EPA for each fiscal year.

41.	The waterbody is listed, but not for bacteria. Geese have been identified as an issue: is geese deterring landscaping eligible? 

It is eligible; however, you may consider making it part of larger project that addresses the listed impairment(s) to make it more competitive.

42.	Our plans and estimated costs may not be completed by the proposal deadline. What kind of flexibility is there to change the scope after the fact?

The most competitive proposals provide definitive information about the project, sufficient to reassure reviewers that the project is feasible and ready to build as soon as funds become available. Lack of certainty or detail reduces competitiveness and may render the proposal ineligible.

43.	There is a TMDL in place for one pollutant, but can we go after another pollutant that is not on the 303(d) list?

CWA s.319 funds are prioritized for CWA s.303(d)-listed impairments. It is unlikely that a proposal that bypasses a listed pollutant in favor of one that is not documented would be competitive. However, the non-listed pollutant could be addressed as part of a larger project, or as part of BMP that would also be effective for the listed impairment.

44.	Stormwater discharges drain into a pond, which is not currently listed, and the pond drains into the Assabet River, which is listed. Can we apply for BMPs to address the outfalls draining into the pond, or is it more competitive to focus on the outfalls that drain directly into the river?

Both are eligible, but are there data that show the outfalls are major contributors of pollutants? Maximizing the removal of listed pollutants entering the Assabet River should be the goal. An accepted Watershed-Based Plan provides an overall strategy for prioritizing pollutant mitigation in the targeted watershed and will help justify your approach.

SUBCONTRACTING

45.	When subcontracting, is the grantee required to follow bidding procedures as required by state law?

Grantees should follow their own organization’s procurement policies, as not all grantees (such as watershed associations and other private entities) are required to follow state procurement laws. However, grantees should be mindful that they are subject to all applicable federal terms and conditions. Applicants should also note that they are ultimately responsible for all activities of their subcontractors during the project.

46.	Is there a limit to the amount of money that can be subcontracted out for each project?

Although there is no limit to the amount of CWA s.319 grant funds that can be subcontracted from each project's total grant award, it is expected that if subcontracting services are included as part of the proposed project, the subcontracted services are fully documented and justified by the Applicant as part of the submission and are demonstrated to be cost effective for the project.

47.	Is a Watershed-Based Plan (WBP) due at the time the proposal is due?
For implementation projects, a WBP must be completed and accepted by MassDEP in order for contract preparation to commence.

48.	Is the time and effort we apply to developing a Watershed-Based Plan eligible as match?

Yes, the development of an accepted Watershed-Based Plan is eligible as match. The online WBP tool (http://prj.geosyntec.com/MassDEPWBP) also includes a WBP checklist to help applicants/grantees rate their plan to enhance it and their chances of being funded from the CWA s.319 grant program.

49.	For infiltration BMPs, is it preferable to submit a phased application that first requests only funding for project design, permitting, plans and bid specs?

No. Project funds are for implementation projects that address water quality impairments caused by nonpoint source pollution. Requesting grant funds for design/planning/ permitting work without implementation is not an eligible activity under CWA s.319 funding (this activity is fundable under the CWA s.604(b) grant).

50.	If awarded a grant, must we forward an electronic copy of the most recent audit conducted by an independent auditor?

Yes, please forward an electronic copy of your most recent audit to the MassDEP 319 Grant Coordinator.

51.	Are permitting costs eligible?

Yes, generally but not in all cases, permitting costs are eligible for grant reimbursement or as match. They are not eligible if they are for NPDES stormwater permitting-related costs.
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