ATTACHMENT G – ADDITIONAL RESOURCE AND FAQ
604(b) - WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLANNING GRANT PROGRAM
FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2024/2025

Additional Resources
1) Massachusetts 2022 Integrated List of Waters Draft and Final TMDL analyses.
2) GIS coverage MassDEP 2022 Integrated List of Waters
3) Watershed-Based Planning Tool: This tool will guide a user to select a watershed and complete the nine elements necessary to comprise a WBP. 
4) Water Quality Assessment Reports
5) The Clean Water Toolkit: Massachusetts Nonpoint Source Pollution Management Manual - A manual in electronic format that provides an overview of nonpoint source related issues, fact sheets and detailed information about best management practices to address nonpoint source problems. 
6) NPDES Stormwater Regulated Communities: Section 604(b) funds are not eligible for activities that are required under final NPDES permits in the regulated area.
7) University of New Hampshire Stormwater Center: where in situ testing of several Best Management Practices is conducted. Visit this site for fact sheets and information about porous asphalt, gravel wetlands, swirl concentrators, and other relevant information. 
8) Stormwater Policy and General Publications
9) Cornell Extreme Precipitation Analysis: website, providing rainfall analysis calibrated to the present climate.
10) EPA’s Soak Up the Rain campaign: information and resources to support public outreach and education: 
11) MassDEP Project Summaries: One-page descriptions of projects that have received 604(b) funding.
12) Massachusetts Nonpoint Source Management Program Plan, 2025-2029: with concise goals and objectives.
Unique Entity Identifier Update: By April of 2022, the federal government will stop using the DUNS number to uniquely identify entities and a new Unique Entity Identifier will be required.

Frequently Asked Questions
1. How often can invoices be submitted for reimbursement? 
MassDEP requires grant recipients to submit invoices and project updates on a quarterly basis. On occasion, MassDEP will allow a more frequent schedule for the submission of invoices and/or project updates, provided that this alternative schedule has been approved in advance.
2. If the project proposes a modification to an existing sampling plan and QAPP (e.g., different sampling sites or schedule), should a new sampling and analysis plan (SAP) be submitted or will the project be covered?
In these circumstances, it is likely that a modification or amendment to an existing QAPP would be required during the course of the project. After grant award, MassDEP’s Quality Assurance Officer, can provide grant recipients with more specific feedback regarding projects. 
3. Is there a technical definition of a "Watershed-Based Plan"?
Yes, please see the MassDEP website for additional information.
4. What have been the cost ranges for developing a Watershed-Based Plan?
A detailed holistic WBP, with BMP locations prioritized and designs included, could cost approximately $50,000-$100,000 or more, depending on the full scope of the plan.
5. Is developing a Watershed-Based Plan to remove nutrients identified in a TMDL that is in a Phase II MS4 permit eligible for this grant?
The development of a WBP in an NPDES permit area is an eligible Section 604(b) project. 
6. Would bacteria source tracking be eligible under the Section 604(b) Grant Program?
Yes, a project proposing to conduct bacteria source tracking would be eligible under the Section 604(b) program.
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