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** Achieving permanency is defined as a child being returned home, adopted, or placed in a guardianship or with a relative. FY 2019 is through June 19, 2019.

Page 1

Source: Massachusetts Trial Court (2019) 



3,627
8,200

13,419
19,144

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

35,000

40,000

45,000

Raising Jurisdiction to
Include Defendants

Aged 18

Raising Jurisdiction to
Include Defendants
Aged 18 and 19

Raising Jurisdiction to
Include Defendants
Aged 18, 19 and 20

Raising Jurisdiction to
Include Defendants

Aged 18, 19, 20 and 21

Ca
se
 F
ili
ng
s

Projected Increase in Filings

Current Filings (FY18)

40.5%
66.3%

94.6%

20,227 
Juvenile Court Application for Complaint, Delinquency, 

and Youthful Offender Case Filings

17.9%

*Age at case filing used as proxy to estimate age at offense. Based on FY2018 case filings. Projects “criminal"  case types currently filed in the District, Boston Municipal  
and Superior Court Departments will be filed in the Juvenile Court Department. 

Composition of Juvenile Court Cases Filed: 
Projected % Increase in Filings*
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Civil Infraction / Motor Vehicle Misdemeanor Felony

Age Cohorts, Severity of Charges Filed, FY2018
Juvenile, Boston Municipal, and District Court Departments

*Figures for Boston Municipal and District Courts reflect charges associated with criminal cases. Figures for Juvenile Court reflect charges associated with delinquency and youthful 
offender cases.
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Arraigned pre-Brangan (N=173,739)

Initial Release Decision: Release by Type and Age

Released on recognizance Bail set and later paid Held subject to bail Held without bail

*Age is computed as of case-filing date. Sample includes criminal cases arraigned and disposed in District & Boston Municipal Courts, 17 months before Brangan.
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Arraigned post-Brangan (N=150,721)

Initial Release Decision: Release by Type and Age

Released on recognizance Bail set and later paid Held subject to bail Held without bail

*Age is computed as of case-filing date. Sample includes criminal cases arraigned and disposed in District & Boston Municipal Courts, 17 months after Brangan.
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Failure to Appear Rate by Age
(N=129,211)

• Failure to appear was identified by a default warrant being issued between the date of the first held arraignment and the first charge disposition.
• Cases disposed in the District and Boston Municipal Courts.
• Sample includes all cases with a first charge-disposition in FY 2018 where the defendant was not held or was released on bail and where the arraignment
occurred on or after January 1st, 2016.
• Sample includes pre and post-Brangan cases. Insufficient time has elapsed since the Brangan decision to constrain the sample to post-Brangan cases only.
This analysis does not include failure to appear at arraignment.
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Dismissed/Nolle Prosse CWOF, Filed Guilty/PC/Responsible

Selected Disposition Types by Age, FY2018
Juvenile, Boston Municipal, and District Court Departments

*Figures for Boston Municipal and District Courts reflect FY2018 dispositions on criminal cases. Figures for Juvenile Court reflect a 2016 cohort of referrals to the Juvenile Court.
Figures do not include dismissals after a continuance without a finding.
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Criminal Dispositions, Boston Municipal and District Court Departments, by Age
FY2018

N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N % N %
Felony 739 35.3% 1,538 35.4% 1,531 30.8% 1,647 29.7% 1,628 27.4% 1,783 27.7% 1,714 26.1% 1,961 28.1% 12,541 29.2% 34,555 26.3%

Guilty 118 5.6% 262 6.0% 240 4.8% 292 5.3% 321 5.4% 376 5.8% 395 6.0% 432 6.2% 2,436 5.7% 9,318 7.1%
CWOF 193 9.2% 367 8.4% 375 7.5% 316 5.7% 289 4.9% 304 4.7% 299 4.6% 337 4.8% 2,480 5.8% 4,442 3.4%
Probable Cause Found 42 2.0% 108 2.5% 82 1.7% 140 2.5% 99 1.7% 139 2.2% 119 1.8% 158 2.3% 887 2.1% 2381 1.8%
Responsible 10 0.2% 1 0.0% 2 0.0% 2 0.0% 2 0.0% 2 0.0% 2 0.0% 21 0.0% 43 0.0%
Filed 3 0.1% 4 0.1% 5 0.1% 2 0.0% 3 0.1% 2 0.0% 5 0.1% 4 0.1% 28 0.1% 84 0.1%

No Probable Cause 1 0.0% 1 0.0% 2 0.0% 2 0.0% 6 0.0% 36 0.0%
Not Guilty 16 0.8% 25 0.6% 20 0.4% 18 0.3% 19 0.3% 22 0.3% 29 0.4% 37 0.5% 186 0.4% 865 0.7%
Not Responsbile 1 0.0% 1 0.0% 3 0.0% 5 0.0% 11 0.0%
Nolle Prosse 53 2.5% 133 3.1% 149 3.0% 147 2.6% 149 2.5% 152 2.4% 148 2.3% 155 2.2% 1,086 2.5% 2,631 2.0%
Dismissed 313 15.0% 629 14.5% 657 13.2% 729 13.1% 746 12.5% 785 12.2% 710 10.8% 831 11.9% 5,400 12.6% 14,736 11.2%
Other 1 0.0% 1 0.0% 4 0.1% 8 0.0%

Misdemeanor 1,353 64.7% 2,811 64.6% 3,437 69.2% 3,902 70.3% 4,321 72.6% 4,647 72.3% 4,846 73.9% 5,025 71.9% 30,342 70.8% 96,966 73.7%
Guilty 122 5.8% 249 5.7% 312 6.3% 399 7.2% 483 8.1% 524 8.1% 636 9.7% 758 10.9% 3,483 8.1% 16,392 12.5%
CWOF 312 14.9% 621 14.3% 763 15.4% 792 14.3% 868 14.6% 985 15.3% 956 14.6% 991 14.2% 6,288 14.7% 16,168 12.3%
Probable Cause Found 3 0.1% 4 0.1% 7 0.1% 2 0.0% 9 0.2% 1 0.0% 4 0.1% 11 0.2% 41 0.1% 135 0.1%
Responsible 60 2.9% 169 3.9% 192 3.9% 212 3.8% 206 3.5% 192 3.0% 228 3.5% 232 3.3% 1,491 3.5% 4,112 3.1%
Filed 8 0.4% 15 0.3% 13 0.3% 27 0.5% 34 0.6% 41 0.6% 31 0.5% 23 0.3% 192 0.4% 741 0.6%

No Probable Cause 2 0.0% 4 0.1% 5 0.1% 2 0.0% 5 0.1% 18 0.0% 99 0.1%
Not Guilty 19 0.9% 37 0.9% 51 1.0% 54 1.0% 87 1.5% 89 1.4% 80 1.2% 87 1.2% 504 1.2% 1,858 1.4%
Not Responsbile 14 0.7% 12 0.3% 28 0.6% 19 0.3% 25 0.4% 22 0.3% 22 0.3% 23 0.3% 165 0.4% 480 0.4%
Nolle Prosse 29 1.4% 102 2.3% 123 2.5% 158 2.8% 172 2.9% 176 2.7% 173 2.6% 169 2.4% 1,102 2.6% 3,485 2.6%
Dismissed 785 37.5% 1,598 36.7% 1,948 39.2% 2,235 40.3% 2,431 40.9% 2,611 40.6% 2,714 41.4% 2,725 39.0% 17,047 39.8% 53,470 40.7%
Other 1 0.0% 2 0.0% 4 0.1% 2 0.0% 1 0.0% 1 0.0% 11 0.0% 26 0.0%

Total 2,092 100.0% 4,349 100.0% 4,968 100.0% 5,549 100.0% 5,949 100.0% 6,430 100.0% 6,560 100.0% 6,986 100.0% 42,883 100.0% 131,521 100.0%
Guilty 240 11.5% 511 11.7% 552 11.1% 691 12.5% 804 13.5% 900 14.0% 1031 15.7% 1190 17.0% 5,919 13.8% 25710 19.5%
CWOF 505 24.1% 988 22.7% 1138 22.9% 1108 20.0% 1157 19.4% 1289 20.0% 1255 19.1% 1328 19.0% 8,768 20.4% 20610 15.7%
Probable Cause Found 45 2.2% 112 2.6% 89 1.8% 142 2.6% 108 1.8% 140 2.2% 123 1.9% 169 2.4% 928 2.2% 2516 1.9%
Responsible 60 2.9% 179 4.1% 193 3.9% 214 3.9% 208 3.5% 194 3.0% 230 3.5% 234 3.3% 1,512 3.5% 4155 3.2%
Filed 11 0.5% 19 0.4% 18 0.4% 29 0.5% 37 0.6% 43 0.7% 36 0.5% 27 0.4% 220 0.5% 825 0.6%

No Probable Cause 2 0.0% 1 0.0% 4 0.1% 6 0.1% 4 0.1% 7 0.1% 24 0.1% 135 0.1%
Not Guilty 35 1.7% 62 1.4% 71 1.4% 72 1.3% 106 1.8% 111 1.7% 109 1.7% 124 1.8% 690 1.6% 2723 2.1%
Not Responsbile 14 0.7% 12 0.3% 29 0.6% 19 0.3% 25 0.4% 22 0.3% 23 0.4% 26 0.4% 170 0.4% 491 0.4%
Nolle Prosse 82 3.9% 235 5.4% 272 5.5% 305 5.5% 321 5.4% 328 5.1% 321 4.9% 324 4.6% 2,188 5.1% 6116 4.7%
Dismissed 1,098 52.5% 2,227 51.2% 2,605 52.4% 2,964 53.4% 3,177 53.4% 3,396 52.8% 3,424 52.2% 3,556 50.9% 22,447 52.3% 68,206 51.9%
Other 2 0.1% 2 0.0% 0 0.0% 5 0.1% 1 0.0% 4 0.1% 1 0.0% 15 0.0% 34 0.0%
*First disposition only. Does not include dismissals after a continuance without a finding.
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