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September 16, 2020
Via WebEx from 239 Causeway Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02114

AGENDA 

If you need reasonable accommodations in order to participate in the meeting, contact the DPH ADA Coordinator Yulanda Kiner, Phone: 617-624-5848 in advance of the meeting. While the Board will do its best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may require distinctive requests or the hiring of outside contractors and may not be available if requested immediately before the meeting.
General Session is open to the public and may be viewed and/or heard via WebEx.

WebEx Information: If at all possible, please call the Board at (617) 973-0970 at least 24 hours before the meeting to request an email invitation to attend this meeting by video conference. The invitation will contain a direct link to the meeting.

You may also obtain video and audio access to all sessions of the meeting open to the public through the following link:   

https://statema.webex.com/statema/j.php?MTID=m6fff0060a4cbc6e63fd3b7a1c4d460fe
Call-in number for audio-only attendance: 1- (866) 692-3580 (toll free) only if you have no access to video conference.
Access Code: 171 132 6562

Attendee ID:#
	Time
	#
	Item
	Exhibits
	Contact

	9:00 a.m.
	I
	CALL TO ORDER, DETERMINATION OF QUORUM, AND  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	
	

	9:02 
	II
	EXECUTIVE SESSION (closed to the public)

The Board will meet in Executive Session as authorized pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(1) for the purposes of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against an individual.
Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve patient records and treatment of patients.

Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate the Good Moral Character of an applicant for licensure.


	
	

	10:30
	III
	M.G.L. c.112, §65C SESSION (closed to the public) 
	
	

	11:30 


	
	LUNCH RECESS
	
	

	12:30 p.m.
	IV
	   COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PENDING BOARD MATTERS

1. SA-INV-13379: Dr. David Gianino
2. SA-INV-13380: Sumeet Malhotra

3. DEN-2018-0149: Dr. Andrew Kurban

4. DEN-2018-0150: Dr. Amir Fereidouni
5. DEN-2018-0200: Ashley Lozo, RDA

6. DEN-2018-0207: Dr. Sameer Tahoun


	Investigation Reports, Attachments
	K O’Connell,

R Heard,

D El-Majdoubi,



	1:15
	V
	ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

1. Taskforce for Expanded Functions Dental Assistant Licensure

2. Proposed Course in Safe and Effective Prescribing for Pain Management—Richard Viola, R.Ph.

3. Request for Waiver of TOEFL Requirement for Limited Dental Licensure: Dr. Rodica Grosu

4. Application for Initial Dental Assistant Licensure: Ekaterina Zhantuan
5. Staff Action Policy on Unlicensed Practice (SAP 14-03) Report

6. COVID Testing by Dental Auxiliaries—Within Scope of Practice?

7. Discussion of WREB Perio Exam
8. Review of Minutes of General Session Meeting August 5, 2020 


	Draft Minutes,

Reports, Memo
	S DuLong,

S Leadholm,

B Young

	2:30
	VI
	FLEX SESSION
	
	

	2:40
	VII
	PROBATION MATTERS

1. Review of Compliance/Violation of Probation: Dr. Peter McAllister, DEN-2017-0057

2. Review of Compliance/Violation of Probation: Nakiya Harmon, RDA DEN-2019-0076

3. Probation Monthly Report
	Memos, Report
	K Fishman

	3:00
	
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	


MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY

239 Causeway Street, Boston, MA  02114

Room 417

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
September 16, 2020
Present:  Dr. Stephen DuLong, Board Chair; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Stacy Haluch, RDH; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, RDH
Absent:  Dr. Paul Levy; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge; Dr. Patricia Wu; Ms. Ailish Wilkie, Board Secretary
Board Staff Present: Jeffrey Mills, Asst. Executive Director; Samuel Leadholm, Esq., Board Counsel; Dr. Liliana DiFabio, Supervisor of Investigations; OPP Investigators Kathleen O’Connell, Deborah El-Majdoubi and Rhonda Heard; Probation Department Coordinator Karen Fishman
	Motion:
	At 9:00 a.m., to adopt the proposed agenda for today’s meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote:
	Unanimous





At 9:01 a.m., Dr. DuLong announced that the Board will meet in closed session as authorized pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1) for the purpose of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than the professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual.  Specifically, the Board will meet in Executive Session and will discuss and evaluate the Good Moral Character as required for registration of pending applicant(s) for licensure. Additionally, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve patient records and the treatment of patients.  The Executive Session is closed to members of the public, except as provided for in M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1).  At the conclusion of the Executive Session, the Board will enter a  closed M.G.L. c. 112, s. 65C session then return to its general session before adjourning the meeting for the day.
	Motion:
	At 9:02 a.m., to enter an Executive Session pursuant to 

M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1)

 

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None



The Board took its morning recess at 9:45 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 9:52 a.m.

	Motion:
	At 9:53 a.m., to enter a M.G.L. c. 112, §65C Session

 

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None



The Board recessed for lunch at 10:25 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 12:00 p.m.

Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of SA-INV-13379: Dr. David D. Gianino
Dr. Stephen DuLong recused himself from the discussion of the Board on SA-INV-13379: Dr. David D. Gianino.
The licensee was not present for the discussion of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Advertising violation


	Discussion: 
	Atty. Leadholm advised the Board this matter must be deferred until the next Board meeting due to a lack of quorum




Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of SA-INV-13380: Dr. Sumeet Singh Malhotra
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.
	Issue:
	Advertising violation


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative memo with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board the licensee’s advertisement did not include his name but noted the licensee had since corrected that oversight.



	Motion:
	To not open a formal complaint as no evidence of violation found with an advisory letter on the advertisement regulations


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch 

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Rhonda Heard
--In the Matter of DEN-2018-0199: Ashley P. Lozo, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Allegation(s):
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant; CEU violations


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative memo with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. Heard informed the Board it is alleged the licensee practiced on an expired license from 11/1/17 to 8/21/18 but the licensee’s dental employer has stated the licensee was not employed at the time.  Atty. Leadholm asked if that meant the licensee was not working as a dental assistant at the time; Ms. Heard replied the licensee denies practicing on an expired license.  
Ms. Stultz asked why the Board was considering this matter if the licensee was licensed during this period; Atty. Leadholm replied only the Board can dismiss a complaint if warranted.

 

	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint with an advisory letter on the continuing education requirements


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi
--In the Matter of DEN-2018-0207: Dr. Samer M. Tahoun
The licensee was present, via WebEx, for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Allegation(s):
	Improper billing practices


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative memo with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board a complaint was opened against the licensee after the Office of the State Auditor reported the licensee had improperly billed MassHealth for periapical radiographs totaling $290,417.00.  Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the Board first considered this matter in January 2017 and voted in September 2017 to table this matter until the licensee’s appeal with MassHealth had been resolved.

Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the licensee’s appeal to MassHealth was denied as he had not filed his appeal in a timely manner and the licensee refunded the entire amount to MassHealth.

Ms. Stultz asked the licensee why he billed MassHealth for periapical radiographs instead of for full mouth series of radiographs; the licensee replied his staff was told to bill MassHealth this way by someone at DentaQuest.  Ms. Stultz asked the licensee if he had any evidence of that direction; the licensee replied he did not noting his staff only spoke to someone at DentaQuest by phone.  
Atty. Leadholm asked the licensee if he personally spoke to anyone at DentaQuest; the licensee replied he did not noting only his front desk staff spoke to DentaQuest.  Atty. Leadholm noted this process employed by the licensee was not substantiated by the Office of the State Auditor.  

Ms. Stultz asked the licensee about his current billing practices; the licensee replied he only bills for services actually rendered and if the claim is denied by MassHealth, then he writes off that amount.



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for a Reprimand

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of DEN-2018-0149: Dr. Andrew F. Kurban

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.
	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental hygienist


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board the licensee employed Shawn Davis, RDH as a hygienist and permitted Ms. Davis to practice on an expired license from 4/1/10 to 10/23/17.  Ms. O’Connell also noted the licensee failed to complete the requisite 40 CEUs during the 2016-2018 licensure cycle indicating he thought his graduate program would count towards the required CEUs.  Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee completed the mandatory opioid course and BLS certification; Ms. O’Connell replied he did but after the 2016-2018 cycle ended.
Atty. Leadholm noted the 7+ yrs. of unlicensed practice by his hygienist is more problematic than his non-compliance with the CEU requirements.



	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management  
· 3 Hours:  Ethics

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Kathleen O’Connell
--In the Matter of DEN-2018-0150: Dr. Amir R. Fereidouni
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Allegation(s):
	Employment of an unlicensed dental hygienist


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments


	Discussion: 
	Ms. O’Connell informed the Board this licensee is a co-owner of the practice that employed Shawn Davis, RDH as a hygienist but noted this licensee completed all required CEUs in a timely manner  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management  

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None



Administrative Matters:

1.
Taskforce on Expanded Functions Dental Assistant Licensure


Mr. Mills reminded the Board it had agreed to form a taskforce to review the requirements for licensure as an expanded functions dental assistant (EFDA) and asked for volunteers.  Ms. Stultz asked about the goal of this taskforce; Mr. Mills replied the taskforce will review the current regulations on licensure of EFDA and then report its recommendations to the full Board for consideration and promulgation if appropriate.  Mr. Mills noted that DANB does not offer an EFDA certification at this time.  Mr. Mills suggested a minimum of three Board members are needed to form this taskforce; Ms. Stultz noted now is the time the Board needs a voting dental assistant member.  Ms. Stacy Haluch volunteered to participate in this taskforce.

2.
Proposed Course on Safe and Effective Prescribing for Pain Management – Thomas Viola, R.Ph.


Mr. Viola was present, via WebEx, for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter and thanked the Board for the opportunity to present his course.  Mr. Viola noted he’s been a pharmacist for more than 20 yrs. and has taught this subject for many years.  Mr. Viola noted his proposed course will discuss the many facets of prescribing including appropriate prescribing techniques and policies, antagonists, risks of abuse, etc.  Mr. Viola noted that his proposed course will end with a case study presentation and that his course would be offered in two formats:  through a live, interactive webinar and through a live, in person presentation.


Dr. DuLong noted he attended a similar course at the TUSDM but noted the course was not focused on dentists’ prescriptive practices.  Dr. DuLong opined dentists should be involved in the treatment of patients for addiction but Mr. Viola noted dentists are generally not involved in the treatment of addiction but rather refer patients to addiction specialists.



Ms. Stultz asked if this course meets the educational objectives of MGL c. 94C, s. 18(e); Atty. Leadholm advised the Board Mr. Viola indicates his proposed course does meet those objectives but the Board needs to review the course to determine if it does meet the objectives of s. 18(e).  

	Motion:
	To accept the proposed course on safe and effective prescribing for pain management as detailed by Thomas Viola, R.Ph.


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None


3.
Request for Consideration of a Waiver of a Passing Score of “90” or Higher on the TOEFL Exam – Asst. Executive Director Jeffrey Mills

--Re: Dr. Rodica Grosu

The applicant was present, via WebEx, for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.



Mr. Mills informed the Board Dr. Grosu has applied for a limited license dental intern license but only achieved a score of “85” on the TOEFL exam.  Ms. Stultz asked the applicant how many times she attempted the TOEFL exam; Dr. Grosu replied she’s taken the exam four times.  Ms. Stultz asked the applicant if an “85” was her highest score; Dr. Grosu replied it was.  Ms. Stultz asked the applicant if her lowest scores but always in the writing section; Dr. Grosu replied it was.  


Ms. Stultz asked the applicant if she was working and whether English was spoken at her workplace; Dr. Grosu replied she works as a dental assistant at a dental practice in Osterville, MA and English is spoken all the time at this office.  Dr. Scialabba asked the applicant if she had any formal education in English in the US; Dr. Grosu replied she does not but noted she is studying to take the dental boards.  Atty. Leadholm advised the Board it has granted a waiver on a few occasions where the applicant scored an “88” or an “89” on the exam but not a score in the mid-80’s.  Dr. Scialabba opined the applicants needs to take a formal course in English and then retake the TOEFL exam; Ms. Stultz agreed.

	Motion:
	To deny the applicant’s request to waive the requirement of a passing score of “90” or higher on the TOEFL exam with a strong recommendation the applicant take a formal course in English


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None


4.
Request for Consideration of an Application for Initial Licensure as a Dental Assistant – Asst. Executive Director Jeffrey Mills

--Re: Ms. Ekaterina Zhantuan

The applicant was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.



Mr. Mills informed the Board the applicant had contacted him for the link to participate in today’s meeting but has yet to join the meeting.  Ms. Zhantuan never joined the meeting so her application was deferred until the next Board meeting on Oct. 7, 2020.

5.
Staff Action Policy on Unlicensed Practice Report (Staff Action Policy 14-03)


Atty. Leadholm noted Ms. Young mistakenly included the complaint against Laura Lee Taylor, RDH in the consent agreement for stayed probation section when the licensee was actually offered a consent agreement for a reprimand.  Atty. Leadholm noted that the inclusion of a licensee’s consent agreement in this report does not necessarily mean the licensee accepted the terms proposed in the consent agreement and that some cases are forwarded to prosecution because the licensee does not accept the proposed consent agreement.

6.
COVID 19 Testing by Dental Auxiliaries


Dr. DuLong noted the Board previously voted to include the administration of COVID 19 and other viral testing as within the permissible scope of practice for licensed dentists and that he had been approached by the oral surgery staff at the Boston Univ. hospital on whether it would be permissible for dental hygienists and dental assistants to also administer these tests.


Dr. DuLong noted the actual tests for COVID 19 have evolved and that the Boston Univ. staff person who does the testing does not actually perform the test but rather hands the swab to the patient to administer on himself/herself.  Dr. DuLong opined he thought it would be acceptable for hygienists to administer these tests given their training but questioned whether it’s a good idea for dental assistants as some dental assistants are licensed as on-the-job-trained.



Atty. Leadholm advised the Board that its decision may need approval from the DPH commissioner.  Ms. Stultz asked if the DPH commissioner had any input on whether medical auxiliaries, i.e. medical assistants could perform these tests; Atty. Leadholm replied that if that healthcare personnel is not licensed by the state, then the DPH commissioner has no say in the matter.

	Motion:
	To approve the administration of COVID 19 tests by licensed dental hygienists as within their permissible scope of practice



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None




Regarding dental assistants, Ms. Stultz suggested dental assistants who are licensed as certified assistants may be sufficiently trained to administer these tests.  But Mr. Mills noted there are two pathways to DANB certification: by passing DANB’s exams or by hours of practice.  Dr. DuLong suggested it would be permissible for dental assistants to perform these tests if they do so under the direct supervision of a dentist.  Atty. Leadholm advised that if the Board is concerned about the qualifications for expanded duties dental assistants, then these dental assistants should not be included.  
	Motion:
	To approve the administration of COVID 19 tests by licensed formally trained dental assistants as within their permissible scope of practice



	Amended Motion:
	To approve the administration of COVID 19 tests by licensed dental assistants under the direct supervision of a licensed dentist as within their permissible scope of practice



	Motions Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None



7.
Discussion regarding the Periodontics Section of the WREB Exam


Dr. DuLong noted the information about the WREB exam is less comprehensive noting the data from the CDCA/ADEX indicates their manikin-based exam is going well.  Dr. DuLong noted the response to the periodontics section of these exams varies greatly across the US with some states requiring a live, patient-based exam while others only require a written exam with an emphasis on diagnostic skills and treatment planning.  Dr. DuLong noted the WREB periodontics exam is different in that it is a written exam based upon the dental student’s presentation of three patients of which one patient is a child.  Consequently Dr. DuLong opined the WREB written exam is not comparable to the CDCA/ADEX exam.  


Mr. Mills reminded the Board it currently requires a passing score on the periodontics section for any dental student who opts to take the WREB exam.  Dr. DuLong noted the scaling exercise is nearly useless as the pass rate is historically 98% and the Board needs to know if the dentist can adequately diagnosis periodontal disease and craft an appropriate treatment plan.  Dr. DuLong also noted it will be very difficult for dental schools to schedule patient-based exams given the ongoing pandemic; Dr. Scialabba agreed and noted that more dentists are currently performing scaling/root planing procedures due to the shortage of dental hygienists.  Dr. Scialabba questioned why the Board accepts the WREB exam at all if it is not comparable.
	Motion:
	To eliminate the patient-based scaling exercise or the manikin-based exam for the periodontics section of the WREB exam for dental school graduates from the Class of 2021 only



	Motions Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba




Dr. DuLong asked Dr. Jacob if she had anything to add; Dr. Jacob replied she agreed with Dr. Scialabba noting many dentists are now performing scaling/root planing procedures themselves.  Atty. Leadholm asked if the same decision was made for the Class of 2021 on the CDCA/ADEX exam; Dr. DuLong replied it was.  

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None



8.
Review of the General Session Minutes of the Board Meeting on August 5, 2020



Mr. Mills noted he received a note from Dr. Trowbridge questioning why he was included in the information on item no. 7 under administrative matters; Atty. Leadholm replied it is acceptable as written by Ms. Young as Dr. Trowbridge is only included in the list of Board members that will participate in the teledentistry taskforce.
	Motion:
	To approve the General Session Minutes of the August 5, 2020, Board meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote: 
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None



Flex Session:

1.
Dr. Scialabba noted one of the dentists affiliated with his company recently received a facility permit from the Board but then unexpectedly passed away and asked what should be done now; Mr. Mills replied Dr. Scialabba or the dentist asked to replace this dentist should write a memo to the Board, to Mr. Mill’s attention, requesting a transfer of the facility permit to the replacement dentist.  

2.
Dr. Scialabba noted there is a serious shortage of dental assistants and this shortage will likely affect patients’ access to care as dentists will be unable to complete some procedures without the assistance of a dental assistant.  Dr. Jacob noted she was discussing this issue with Dr. Wu and they agreed there’s a serious problem with finding and hiring dental assistants.  Dr. Jacob noted many dental assistants are finding other jobs or are refusing to return to their dental offices due to the ongoing pandemic.  Dr. Jacob indicated several dentists have approached her asking for help from the Board.  But Atty. Leadholm advised the Board it is constrained by the statute that governs the licensure of dental assistants; Ms. Stultz agreed noting the licensure requirements are not the barrier.    



Mr. Mills noted that over 12,000 dental assistant licenses have been issued to date but the Board does not track where or if these dental assistants are practicing.  Ms. Stultz suggested working with the Mass. Dental Society to come up with a plan encouraging schools to offer these programs.  Dr. DuLong noted the best way to address this issue is a marketing effort by the Mass. Dental Society and that dental schools can certainly make their students aware of the need for dental assistants.  


3.
Dr. DuLong informed the Board he is no longer the chair of the exam committee at ADEX as his three-year term has ended.  Dr. DuLong did not Dr. Mina Paul continues to be the Board’s representative to ADEX and she is also on the board of directors for ADEX.  


4.
Dr. Jacob asked for an update on the teledentistry taskforce; Mr. Mills replied the taskforce has held one meeting to date and it hopes to meet again in October.  Dr. Scialabba agreed noting the first meeting was very productive.  


Probation Matters: 


1.
Review of Compliance/Violation of Probation – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman

--In the Matter of DEN-2017-0057: Dr. Peter McAllister

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Materials Reviewed:
	Summary of probation compliance with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. Fishman informed the Board the licensee accepted a consent agreement for three months’ probation on 4/23/20 and only needed to complete a three-hour ethics course by 7/23/20.  However Ms. Fishman noted she did not hear from the licensee so she sent him a violation of probation notice with an opportunity to cure on 7/27/20 and a follow-up email on 8/13/20 but the licensee has yet to respond and has failed to provide proof he completed 40 make-up CEUs for the 2018-2020 cycle.  

Ms. Fishman recommended the Board find the licensee in violation of his probationary terms and to extend his probationary period for an appropriate length of time.  Atty. Leadholm advised the Board it should first find the licensee in violation of his probation and then set a time limit for his compliance.



	Motion:
	To find the licensee in violation of his probationary terms



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None


	Motion:
	To extend the licensee’s probationary period for 6 months with the same conditions as stated in the original consent agreement



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	None

	Motion:
	To extend the licensee’s probationary period for 3 months with the same conditions as stated in the original consent agreement



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None




Atty. Leadholm advised Ms. Fishman she can extend the licensee’s probationary period for an extra three months but only if the licensee requests the extension.  


2.
Review of Compliance/Violation of Probation – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman

--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0076: Nakiya Harmon, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Materials Reviewed:
	Summary of probation compliance with attachments



	Discussion: 
	Ms. Fishman informed the Board the licensee accepted a consent agreement for six months’ stayed probation on 1/2/20 but she never heard from the licensee.  Ms. Fishman noted she finally heard from the licensee on 8/24/20 and that the courses suggested by the licensee to fulfill her probationary conditions were approved but the licensee never followed through and completed those courses.

Ms. Fishman recommended the Board could vote to lift the stay or to extend the period of her stayed probation but that if the Board opts to extend her period of stayed probation it should only be extended for 30 days.

  

	Motion:
	To find the licensee in violation of her probationary terms



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None


	Motion:
	To extend the licensee’s probationary period for 30 days with the same conditions as stated in the original consent agreement for stayed probation


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None



3.
Probation Monitor Monthly Report

Ms. Fishman noted she has been sending out more notices of probation lately.  Ms. Stultz asked Ms. Fishman if the current no. of licensees on probation is the highest she’s had to monitor; Ms. Fishman replied no indicating for years her average case load each year involved 85-90 cases but the no. of licensees on probation is certainly increasing.
	Motion:
	At 3:15 p.m. to adjourn the meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch


	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Seema Jacob; Dr. Michael Scialabba; Ms. Jacyn Stultz; Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None 


Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Young, RDH
Executive Director
Date:
November 18, 2020



MARYLOU SUDDERS


Secretary


MONICA BHAREL, MD, MPH Commissioner














CHARLES D. BAKER


Governor


KARYN E. POLITO


Lieutenant Governor
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