MDDC Meeting Minutes

September 14, 2010
Sheraton, Needham, Massachusetts

Present: Debbie Pierce, Bethany Brown, Francis Seeley, Anne Fracht, Dianne Glennon, Naomi Goldberg, Suzann H. Gottlieb, Charles Hamad, Robert Smith, Shannon McCue, Nan Leonard, Rosalie Edes, Nancy Amatucci, Michael Delviscovo, Lisa Ching, Catharine Grace; Gail Grossman
Excused:  Lora Brugnaro, Caroline vanBruinswaardt, Irving Sacks, Alan Kerzin, Julie Fitzpatrick; Jack Wier
Absent: Lois Aldrich, Edward Smith, Sylvia Smith, Lori Ajamian, Aja James, Bill Kiernan
Guests:  Jennifer Barrelle
Staff:  Craig Hall, Sandy Houghton, Cathy Jackson, Harold Lieberman, Dan Shannon, Adelia DelTrecco, Liz Fancher, Lee Lemanski, Faith Behum, Kristin Britton
1. Acceptance of Agenda:  Motion passed unanimously
Motion to accept:  First:
Debbie Pierce   Second: Francis Seeley  
2.   Approval of June meeting minutes:  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to accept:  First: Nan Leonard; Second: Lisa Ching
3.   Council Updates: Dan Shannon
News:  With deep regret, Dan Shannon announced that Council member Joanne Miller has passed away.  No information about a service is currently available.  Joanne was a great spokesperson especially on integrated housing, MassHealth, accessible transportation and many other issues.  She told her personal story with the wish that her example would change policy and practices that keep so many with significant disabilities in isolation.  She was a great example for all of us and will be greatly missed. 
Alan Kerzin is the new Director for the Disability Law Center and former Director for the California Developmental Disabilities Council.  He regrets that he could not meet everyone this evening but will be in attendance at the December meeting.  
Faith Behum was hired by the DD Council to be the staff to the Autism Commission.  Jennifer Barrelle, Budget Policy Director for Representative Barbara L'Italien updated members on the status of the Commission.  The Commission was established in April 2010.  It will study Autism in every aspect: housing, education, employment, early intervention etc.  This comprehensive study will help us generate a 5 year plan.
Marylyn Howe, Public Policy Director, retired from the Massachusetts Developmental Disabilities Council this past August.  Dan Shannon will be taking on Marylyn’s supervisory responsibilities for the short term. No plans have been made at this time to fill Marylyn’s position.

Executive Committee Update: The Executive Committee met last night by teleconference.  Two actions were taken: 1. Approve the Membership Committee Policy. This establishes the process through which the Council recruits and recommends new members for appointment.  2. The Executive Committee approved the 2011 Council budget to be presented by Craig Hall.
DD Suite Update: The DD Suite is the data management and reporting system created by the MA Council to manage all program activities and projects that are reported annually to the federal government.  Over 40 councils are currently using the DD Suite system.  Sharon Lewis, Commissioner of the Administration on Developmental Disabilities, announced that ADD will provide funding to make DD Suite accessible to all Councils to use to submit their Annual Reports and State Plans.  Negotiations with ADD are currently in process.
Save the Date: The next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 14, 2010 in Needham, MA. 
Materials in Packets:  There is an updated Membership Directory, Council Quarterly Report, information on Autism bills HB4935 and HB4382, Communications Guideline Questionnaire, and the Department of Developmental Disabilities Support Plan.

4.  Membership Committee Report (Anne Fracht, Vice Chair)
To date all applications are at the governor’s appointment office awaiting approval.  Two members out of five have recently been approved, Sandra Osborne and Tim Kunzier.  The committee will be working on filling another vacancy due to the passing of Joanne Miller.
5.  SALS Update (Sandy Houghton, Self-Advocacy Liaison) 
 Thirty seven people were in attendance for the SALS graduation in Webster, MA at the Webster Middle School.  Dianne Glennon was there to hand out citations from Senate President Murray and House President DeLeo.  Family members and friends were proud of the graduates as they graced the audience with heartfelt speeches.  The next series is scheduled to take place at the Kingston Town House, Kingston MA on Thursday evenings.  Twelve applicants have been accepted. Monique Laperle, the first regional SALS trainer, joined our team on September 8, 2010 and will begin her work by observing the Kingston class. The National Council on Developmental Disabilities has approved the SALS workshop submission for the upcoming NACDD conference. The SALS team recently hired Dana Cataldo, Videographer, to videotape past graduates as part of a SALS documentary.  The first part of the video which focuses on graduates providing testimony of their SALS experience will be used in the NACDD presentation.  The entire documentary is due to be completed by December 31, 2010.
6.  Public Policy Update: Kristin Britton (Disability Policy Specialist) 

An Act Relative to Insurance Coverage for Autism (ARICA) passed and was signed into law.  This is very exciting news for the Council since it was our top priority.  Many Council members worked very hard calling and visiting legislators, in addition to spreading the word to other people to do the same.  Very special thanks to Representative Barbara L'Italien for all of her hard work.  It was a pleasure to work with her and members of the ARICA team which included Nan Leonard and Jennifer Barrelle.  Currently, the regulations for the Autism bill are being mapped out.  
Kristin met with Mark Kennedy, Legislative Aide for Representative Marie Provost regarding the Accessible Medical Equipment bill.  Joanne Miller attended that meeting.  This bill was voted on by the Public Policy Team and accepted by the Council as one of our endorsed bills.  This bill was very important to Joanne Miller for many reasons.  Joanne worked very hard to spread awareness of the importance of this legislation.  She was in constant contact with her legislator, and also testified on the bill.  The meeting with Rep. Provost's office was made to strategize about improving for the bill the next session.

Gopen Fellowship:  The DD Network is now accepting applications for the 2011 Gopen Fellowship.   Applications are due by October 15th.   Interviews will take place in November, and the next Gopen Fellow will be selected by December 1st.   Detailed information about applying for the Gopen Fellowship is on the MDDC website.  Among other projects, Council staff is starting to plan for the 2011 Legislative Reception.  Please hold the date for the 32nd Annual Legislative Reception on Wednesday, March 2, 2010 from 10:30 to 12:30 pm at the State House.
7.  2012-2016 State Plan Process:  (Dan Shannon)
Dan provided an overview of what the State Plan is and what will be expected from the Council over the next 12 months.  The State Plan is our five-year contract with the Administration on Developmental Disabilities (ADD).  All councils are responsible to focus on and report on programs and activities related to federal areas of emphasis which include Employment, Education, Housing, Child Care, Health, Recreation, Community Supports, Quality Assurance and Transportation.  The outline highlighted the purpose of councils, our mission, what a state plan is and requirements for a state plan.  Council members will be asked to be a part of a team to develop our five year plan. The chairperson appoints a state plan team.  The team meets monthly.  The team presents recommendations to the full Council.  The Council will prioritize and vote on the new State Plan objectives in June 2011.
8.  Budget Update/ Approval: (Craig Hall, Chief Financial Officer)
Craig presented the Council’s projected FY 2011 Spending Plan.  He provided an explanation of the budget process, trend of federal allotments and how the Council proposes to meet financial challenges. The Council has received refurbished laptops from the Commonwealth, the value of which can be used toward matching fund requirements.  Our laptop contracts have ended and we are getting the HP laptops for free as long as they last.  In addition, the Council staff is in the process of expanding.  As we expand, need for office space is in demand.  We are currently working with our landlord to access additional space within the building on the same floor.  For three months our landlord is letting us try out the space free of charge. A copy of the Power Point and the FY11 Spending Plan was handed out for member review and discussion.
Motion to accept the budget passed unanimously.
Motion to accept the budget:  First:  Francis Seeley   Second: Catharine Grace

9.  Election of Secretary
Ballots for secretary were cast.  No nominations from the floor were received. Congratulations to Dianne Glennon being elected as Council Secretary for a second 1 year term.
Motion to accept Dianne Glennon as Secretary passed unanimously.

Motion to accept Council Secretary:  First: Lisa Ching
Second: Nancy Amatucci
10. Other Business (Communications Guidelines Questionnaire)
Please fill out and return to Sandy Houghton
11. Motion to adjourn:  First: Lisa Ching
 Second: Catharine Grace
Time:  8:40 p.m.
______________________________________________
Reviewed/Approved




Date
Dianne Glennon, Secretary

______________________________________________
Daniel M. Shannon, Executive Director
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