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# 1: DATA MANAGEMENT - EPCRA SECTION 311

In order to comply with Hazardous Chemical reporting requirements under EPCRA Section 311, facilities must prepare a one-time report of all hazardous chemicals located on-site in quantities above established thresholds. 
The SERC will only accept Tier II forms to satisfy the Section 311 requirement. Safety Data Sheets (SDS) – are not required for submission to the SERC. 

Tier II reports submitted in response to Section 311 do not satisfy the requirement for annual reporting under Section 312.

#2: DATA MANAGEMENT – EPCRA SECTION 304 

The Massachusetts Contingency Plan (310 CMR 40.000) establishes requirements for reporting the release of a hazardous material that are more stringent than those contained in EPCRA Section 304.  Information submitted to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in compliance of the Massachusetts obligation shall therefore be considered adequate for satisfying the EPCRA requirements for Emergency Release Notification under Section 304.

Although written and or verbal notifications received by the SERC will be forwarded to the DEP, notifications made to the SERC does not satisfy a responsible party’s reporting obligations to the DEP under MGL Chapter 21E and 310 CMR 40.000.  Under EPCRA Section 304, separate notifications to the National Response Center and to local officials are also required.

Accidental release information is available to the public upon request to the DEP.  A database version of release information is also available via the DEP’s website here: http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/cleanup/sites/

# 3: FACILITY HAZARDOUS MATERIALS CONTINGENCY PLANS

Although there is no legal obligation to submit facility hazardous material contingency plans under EPCRA, the information contained in such plans can be useful in emergency planning efforts. Plans received from industry by the SERC will therefore be forwarded to the appropriate Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) Regional Office. The Regional Office staff will notify the respective Fire Department and Emergency Planning Committee (EPC) of the plan and provide it to local emergency management officials as needed.


# 4: DATA MANAGEMENT - EPCRA SECTION 312

Annual Tier II reports submitted to the Massachusetts SERC under EPCRA Section 312 will be accepted and maintained by the SERC at 400 Worcester Road, Framingham, MA 01702-5399. 

For the Massachusetts SERC, the required method for filing Tier II information is electronic. 

MEMA, via the Massachusetts SERC, will provide notice to Tier II filers each year on the electronic reporting format filers should use to submit their reports.

Separate filings must still be made to Local Fire Departments and Emergency Planning Committees per their respective reporting requirements.


# 5: EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE ORGANIZATION 

In order to assist communities with compliance of the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA), the Massachusetts SERC has created an Emergency Planning Committee (EPC) Certification Process. Through this process communities apply for an EPC Certification level - as outlined in the Certification Process - either as a single community or as part of a regional EPC. All applications are reviewed by the SERC, and as part of this process a representative of the EPC will attend a SERC meeting to provide a brief verbal presentation to the SERC to include: 
· how they developed their plan (i.e., which organizations were involved and what data was used). ‘Start-Up’ applicants will be asked to provide how they intend to develop their plan;
· general coordination efforts within their respective community, neighboring communities, and the State; 
· how they exercised or evaluated their plan and the lessons learned. Start-Up applicants will be asked to provide how they intend to evaluate their plan;
· for Start-Up applications, anticipated efforts towards applying for ‘Full’ certification;
· issues or concerns on the Tier II reports they receive from their filers; and
· questions for the SERC on the application, Tier II reporting, or EPCRA issues.

The SERC Chair will ask SERC members for deliberation and then motion to either: 
· approve the application; 
· approve the application with comments (i.e., minor items that may require follow-up from  the EPC); or 
· hold approval. An EPC whose application is held for approval can address any gaps identified in their plan by the SERC and re-submit their application for approval. 

These Procedures were approved at the SERC’s 1/14/19 meeting.


