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The Massachusetts Forest Cutting Practices Act:   

The Massachusetts Forest Cutting Practices Act (the “Act”) requires the improvement, 

maintenance, and protection of forest lands for the purpose of conserving water, preventing floods 

and soil erosion, improving the conditions for wildlife and recreation, protecting and improving air 

and water quality, and providing a continuing and increasing supply of forest products.  The Act 

requires that a Forest Cutting Plan be filed with the appropriate Department of Conservation and 

Recreation (DCR) Regional office before harvesting timber to ensure that these values are 

protected.  The cutting plan is meant to satisfy the law, reflect your objectives for your land, and 

help you understand the proposed harvest.   

Your Objectives: 

The most important information on a Forest Cutting Plan is the landowner’s objectives. You will 

be asked to choose between Long-term Forest Management or a Short-term Harvest.  This choice 

will determine which trees will be harvested and which will remain; this decision will also 

determine the future condition of the forest for decades to come.  You will indicate your 

objective by checking one of two boxes in the Landowner Signature Section on page 4.  

Information on the two choices is provided below. 

Long-term Forest Management 

Long-term Forest Management means the planned management of the forest to achieve one or 

more of the following objectives: produce immediate and maximize long-term income from 

harvesting activity, maintain or enhance wildlife habitat, improve recreational opportunities, 

protect soil and water quality, or produce forest specialty products such as maple syrup. 

This strategy employs the science and art of forestry to help you manage your property to achieve 

multiple objectives, preserve future management options, and maximize economic return.  

Short-term Harvest 

Short-term Harvest means the selection of trees for cutting based on the economic value of 

individual trees which commonly results in a residual forest stand dominated by poor quality trees 

and low value species.  While this strategy produces immediate income and meets the minimum 

standards of the act, it does little to improve the future condition of the forest.  A Short-Term 

harvest can limit future income and management options by: 

• Removing trees before they reach economic maturity

• Leaving little value for future harvests

• Retaining slow growing or poor quality trees

• Removing mostly large diameter or high value species (such as oak) that could act as a seed source

for growing future high quality trees or provide food for wildlife

Forest Cutting Plan 
Landowner Information Sheet for 
Chapter 132 – The Forest Cutting 
Practices Act, 304 CMR 11.00
Effective Date: 3/15/16 

Please Read BEFORE signing your Cutting Plan and keep 

for your own records. 

If you have any questions, call the nearest DCR regional 

office (listed on page 2) or 

mass.gov/dcr/service-forestry 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/service-forestry
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As the landowner, the type of management implemented on your property is ultimately your 

decision.  The DCR hopes you will consider taking a long-term management approach, but most 

importantly, we want you to make an informed decision by having your forest management 

options explained.  DCR service foresters can provide more information about these options. 

Contact the nearest office listed below. 

Your Responsibilities 

A harvest of forest products can have significant impact on your forest and your finances.  The 

cutting plan identifies the standards for cutting, logging, and engineering minimally necessary for 

protecting the named public values established in the Forest Cutting Practices Act (MGL Ch 132).  

It is your responsibility to ensure that the harvesting activity complies with the approved forest 

cutting plan. 

The DCR recommends that landowners protect their interests when selling timber.  You are 

encouraged to explore all your options including hiring a licensed professional to plan, oversee or 

conduct your timber sale, obtaining competitive proposals from licensed foresters for their 

professional services or inviting competitive bids from licensed loggers.  In addition, you should 

have a separate timber sale contract that addresses your own expectations for items such as 

payment schedules, road conditions, aesthetics, and other concerns not covered by the Forest 

Cutting Practices Act and its regulations. 

A Forest Management Plan (Chapter 61, Chapter 61A, Forest Stewardship Plans) 

The DCR recommends the best way to make decisions about implementing long-term objectives is 

within the framework of a forest management plan prepared by a Massachusetts licensed forester.  

Forest management plans provide you with maps, forest stand descriptions, and management 

recommendations based on objectives that you identify.  A forest management plan is one 

requirement to receive favorable tax treatment for your forestland under M.G.L. Chapter 61 or 

Chapter 61A.  You may also elect to join the Forest Stewardship Program, in which cost-sharing 

may reimburse a portion of the expense of having a forest management plan prepared. This 

Stewardship Plan makes you eligible to receive additional cost-share to do a variety of forest 

management practices.  Current DCR policy stipulates that forest cutting plans for forest lands 

classified under Ch. 61or 61A or certified under the Forest Stewardship Program must be prepared 

by a Massachusetts licensed forester or the landowner.  Contact a DCR service forester for more 

information on all of these programs, or visit our website at mass.gov/dcr/service-forestry. 

DCR Forestry Offices 
Southeastern Massachusetts Northeastern Massachusetts 

(508) 866-2580 (978) 937-2092

Central Massachusetts Connecticut Valley 

(978) 368-0126 ext 127 (413) 545-5752

Berkshires 

(413) 442-8928

pg 2 of 6

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/service-forestry


  
S
it
e
 I

n
fo

rm
a
ti
o
n
 

 

 

. 

 

 

Type of Preparer Type of Crossing Stabilization Mitigation Type of Bottom Note: 

LF Mass. Lic. For. CU  Culvert SE   Seed FR  Frozen LE    Ledge  Applicant must provide DCR with all relevant information 

TH Lic. Tim. Har BR Bridge MU Mulch DR Dry ST  Stony  before plan may be approved and cutting may begin. 

TB Timber Buyer FO Ford CO Corduroy OT  Other MU Mud Some forestry activities, such as prescribed burning and 

LO Landowner PO Poled ST Stone GR Gravel pesticide or fertilizer application may require additional permits. 

OT Other OT Other HB  Hay Bales OT Other  Consult MA Forestry BMP Manual for further information. 
OT Other 

If Other (OT) is used in any category an explanation must be given on an attached narrative page  pg 3 of 5 

Town 

Road 

Acres Proposed Start Date 

Vol. MBF Vol. Cds. Vol. Tons 

Name 

Mailing Address 

Town, State, Zip 

Phone 

Ch61 61A    61B    Stew *Case #

FSC CR CR Holder 

Name 

Address 

Town, State, Zip 

Phone 

Type of Preparer 

*Mass. Forester License #

*Required for land under Ch61, Ch61A or Forest Stewardship

Name 

Address 

Town, State, Zip   

Phone 

Mass. Lic. Harvester # 

**This information may be supplied after the plan is approved, but before 

work begins. 

SC-1 SC-2 SC-3 SC-4 HW-1 HW-2 HW-3 HW-4 Indicate location on map 

Type of Crossing 

Existing Structure 

Type of Bottom 

Bank Height (ft) 

Stabilization 

Indicate location on map 

Forest Type (see pg 2) 

Acres to be Harvested 

Resid. Basal Area 

(>50%?) 

WC-1 Indicate location on map 

Length of Crossing 

Mitigation 

Stabilization 

WC-2 WC-3 WC-4 

FS-1 FS-2 FS-3 FS-4 Indicate location on map 

Width (50', 100', or VA) 

Location Landowner 

Plan Preparer

Forest Cutting Plan 
and Notice of Intent under M.G.L. 
Chapter 132 – The Forest Cutting 
Practices Act, 304 CMR 11.00 
(Effective Date: 3/15/16) 

Stream Crossings Harvesting in Wetlands 
Crossings

Service Forester Comments 
BMPs
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Licensed Timber Harvester** 

Wetland Crossings 

For DCR Use Only: 
File Number Case No. 

Date Rec’d Nat. Hert. 

Earliest Start 

Pub. Dr. Wat.River Basin 

 ACEC Gen. Obj. 

Nat. Hert. Imp.

Tisbury

296.42690.24
02/12/2024 True
02/27/2024

NoCape
FalseLT

Sheriff's Meadow Foundation Sheriff's Meadow Foundation
P.O. Box 1088

508-693-5207

Army Road
32.00 02/26/2024

94 0 0

Adam Moore
141 Quansoo Road

508-280-7883
LF

389

Vineyard Haven MA 02568

Chilmark MA 02535

Srikanth.Mudusu


Srikanth.Mudusu




Type of Crossing Stabilization Mitigation Type of Bottom Note: 

CU  Culvert SE  Seed FR  Frozen LE    Ledge Applicant must provide DCR with all relevant information 

BR Bridge MU Mulch DR Dry ST  Stony before plan may be approved and cutting may begin.  

FO Ford CO Corduroy OT  Other MU Mud Some forestry activities, such as prescribed burning and 

PO Poled ST Stone GR Gravel pesticide or fertilizer application may require additional permits. 

OT Other HB  Hay Bales OT Other Consult MA Forestry BMP Manual for further information. 

OT Other 

If Other (OT) is used in any category an explanation must be given on narrative page 

Indicate location on map SC-5 SC-6 SC-7 SC-8 SC-9 SC-10 

Type of Crossing 

Existing Structure 

Type of Bottom 

Bank Height (ft) 

Stabilization 

Indicate location on map WC-5 WC-6 WC-7 WC-8 WC-9 WC-10 

Length 

Mitigation 

Stabilization 

Indicate location on map FS-5 FS-6 FS-7 FS-8 FS-9 FS-10

Width (50’,100’ or VA) 

Indicate location on map HW-5 HW-6 HW-7 HW-8 HW-9 HW-10

Forest Type (see pg 2) 

Acres to be Harvested 

Resid. Basal Area (>50%) 

Stream Crossings 

Wetland Crossings 

Filter Strips 

Harvesting in Wetlands 

Crossings
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pg 4 of 6

Indicate location on map

Forest Type 

Acres 

Landowner Objective

Type of Cut
Source of Regeneration

Designation of Trees

St
an

d 
Tr

ea
tm

en
t Cutting Standards

ST-5 ST-6 ST-7

HW-5

ST-8 ST-9 ST-10



  *Note: Volumes and values indicated in the Plan are as reported

by the plan preparer and have not been independently verified

       by the service forester upon approval.  Mbf = thousand board feet.

The most important information on a cutting plan is the Landowner’s objective, as this will determine which trees will be harvested and 

which will remain; this decision will also determine the future condition of the forest for decades to come.  After having read the 

Massachusetts Forest Cutting Plan Information Sheet on page one, indicate your objective by checking the appropriate box below. 

  LT – Long-term Forest Management   ST - Short-term Harvest 

 Planned management of the forest to achieve one or more of the Harvest of trees with the main intention of producing 

 following objectives: produce immediate and maximize long-term short-term income with minimal consideration given to 

 income, enhance wildlife habitat, improve recreational opportunities, improving the future forest condition, which often results     

protect soil and water quality, or produce forest specialty products. in a forest dominated by poor quality and low value species. 

 

I (we) have read the Massachusetts Cutting Plan Information Sheet, and am aware of my (our) management options. 

I (we) hereby certify that I (we) have the legal authority to carry out the operation described above.  

I (we) certify that I (we) have notified the Conservation Commission in the town in which the operation is to take place and the 

abutters of record within two hundred feet of the area to be harvested. 

I (we) understand that the volumes and values (Ch61 only) in this plan have not been independently verified by the service forester  

upon approval and will report final values and volumes to the Director or his/her agent if the final figures differ from those reported. 

Signature of landowner(s) Date

 Approved Disapproved Expires I hereby certify that the afore described Forest Cutting Plan 

 and all relevant statutes have been substantially complied with. 

 Cutting Plan 

 

 

 Signature of Service Forester/Director’s Agent Date 

 Signature of Service Forester/Director’s Agent Date 

 

 Expires Ser. For. Ints. 

 Extension 1 2

 

App 1 Dis 1 App 2 Dis 2 

Amendment 

Forest Types Designation of Trees Type of Cut   Source of Regeneration 

WP White Pine HK Hemlock OM Mixed Oak CT    Cut Tree SH     Shelterwood Intermediate Harvests: AD Advanced 

WK WP/Hem HH Hem/Hdwd RM Red Maple    LT    Leave Tree ST Seed Tree CT Commercial Thin SE Natural Seed 

WH WP/Hdwd BC Blck Cherry BE Beech   SB    Stand Boundary CC Clear Cut    NT Non Com Thin  PL Plant 

WO WP/Oak BB  Bee/Bir/Map SF Spruce/Fir   OT    Other  SE Selection     Non-Standard Systems:*  CO Coppice 
RP Red Pine OH Oak/Hdwd SM Sugar Maple  Landowner Objective SA Salvage       HG Highgrade*   DS Direct Seed 

SR Red Spruce OR N Red Oak PP  Pitch Pine LT Long-term  Mgt. SN Sanitation  DL Diameter Limit* OT Other 

ST Short-term Har. OT Other* 

*If Other (OT) or a non-standard system is used an explanation must be given on attached narrative page pg 5 of 6

Species 

White Pine 

Red Pine 

Pitch Pine 

Hemlock 

Spruce 

Other Sftwd. 

White Ash 

Beech 

White Birch 

B & Y Birch 

Black Cherry 

Red Maple 

Sugar Maple 

Red Oak 

Black Oak 

White Oak 

Other Hdwd. 

Total Mbf 

Cordwood (Cds) 

SW Pulp (Tons) 

HW Pulp (Tons) 

Chips (Tons) 

Mbf/Cds Mbf/Cds 

Indicate location on map 

Forest Type 

Acres 

Landowner  Objective 

Designation of Trees 

Type of Cut 

Source of Regeneration 
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Products to be Harvested* 

Cutting Standards 

Landowner Signature 

Determination and Status Final Report and Comments 

ST-1 ST-2 ST-3 ST-4

02/09/2024

02/12/2026

02/16/2024

PP

LT

AD,SE
SN
CT

32.000

X

X

0.000
0.000

0.000
93.500
0.000
0.000

2.800

90.700

Srikanth.Mudusu




   

       Landowner 

Town 

         File Number 

Use this Section to provide further explanation or if Other (OT) was used in any category in the Best Management Practices Section on Page 3. 

  

   

 

   

 

6 

Use this Section to describe the types of trees to be harvested and/or retained if Other (OT) was used for "Designation of Trees" 

in the Stand Treatment Section on page 4.   Additional narrative description may be added on a separate page. 
 

Describe Trees to be Cut Describe Trees to be Left %  BA/AC 
Stand No. Species Size Quality Species Size Quality Cut Left 

Use this Section to describe how Chapter 132 requirements will be met if a non standard system (HG, DL, or OT) 

was used for the "Type of Cut" in the Cutting Standards Section on page 4. 

 Stand No. Source of How will Regeneration be obtained/protected? 

 Regeneration If using AD - Describe the species present and how the regeneration will be protected 

 (ex. AD, SE ) If using SE - Describe the source of the seed and the number of seed trees/acre 

 

 
 Stand No. Desired Future Condition 

 Describe what the stand is expected to look like five years from the harvest, including the condition of the overstory & understory 

pg 6 of 6

Forest Cutting Plan 
Narrative Page (Effective Date: 3/15/16) 
Use this page to provide further explanation or if 
Other (OT) was used in any category on pages 3 or 4. 
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296.42690.24

Vineyard Haven

Sheriff's Meadow Foundation Sheriff's Meadow Foundation
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Forest Cutting Plan

Phillips Preserve, Army Road, Tisbury

February 9, 2024

Summary

Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation is filing this forest cutting plan to obtain approval for its plans to continue
to suppress an outbreak of the southern pine beetle (Dendroctonus frontalis) at the Phillips Preserve in
Tisbury, and to conduct a thinning operation aimed at reducing the basal area of the nearby pitch pine
forest to recommended levels.. At least 1,860 pitch pines will be cut in a 32-acre area that includes
infested trees and non-infested trees that are being thinned. Technically, what is proposed is termed a
“sanitation cutting.”

Location

The 32-acre cutting area is found in the northern half of the Phillips Preserve, in Tisbury.
The Phillips Preserve is a 69-acre, completely forested Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation
property located on the west side of Lake Tashmoo. The property enjoys excellent
access via trail and road. From a trailhead on the Northern Pines Road, a walker may walk
the Margaret Stewart Lindsay Memorial Trail on a loop around the property. The trail
leads to a bench at the edge of Aunt Rhoda’s Pond, which is a bay of Lake Tashmoo. The
trail passes through the cutting area. Army Road bisects the Phillips Preserve and bisects the
cutting area.  The Phillips Preserve is easily accessed by vehicle via Northern Pines Road,
Army Road, and the Road to Chappaquonsett.

The 32-acre cutting area includes the 4-acre area that was cut in a sanitation cutting that took place in
August of 2023. The southern pine beetle outbreak has spread from this original spot in every direction.

Infestation

As winters on Martha’s Vineyard and in New England have gradually warmed, the southern pine beetle
has made its way northward. Southern pine beetles were detected on Martha’s Vineyard by the
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation in 2022, and potentially reached the island
earlier than that. Until now, however, an outbreak has not been observed on Martha’s Vineyard. In May of
2023, Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation learned of the presence of southern pine beetles on Nantucket, and
Foundation staff were asked to be
alert for signs of the beetle (“popcorn” shaped globs of resin on pitch pine trees, red needles indicating a
dying crown, dead trees killed by beetles, etc.). Staff investigated the spot at the Phillips Preserve, and
alerted MA DCR Forest Health Program Director Nicole Keleher and Natural Heritage & Endangered
Species Program Biologist Ale Echandi.

On July 19, 2023, Nicole Keleher inspected the spot and collected beetles for identification. After
examination of the beetles, she determined that the spot was indeed a southern pine beetle outbreak, and
recommended that a sanitation cutting be conducted.  Sheriff’s Meadow filed a Forest Cutting Plan, and
this plan was approved by DCR and implemented.

Unfortunately, the infestation spread beyond the edge of the original cutting area and into the nearby
portions of the Phillips Preserve. There are also evident infestations on other private properties in the
general area. This proposed sanitation cutting aims to further suppress the outbreak of the southern pine
beetle by felling infested trees and those in a buffer around them, and proposes to thin the nearby pitch
pine stands to a basal area of 60 to 80 square feet per acre.

Although the southern pine beetle is an insect that is native to the eastern United States, it is new to
Martha’s Vineyard, and has the potential to multiply rapidly and kill many of the pitch pines across the
island. Rapid mortality of pitch pines could be detrimental ecologically and could also raise the risk of
wildfire. Although the southern pine beetle is here to stay, the suppression of this outbreak and others will
help to slow its spread and limit the damage it can do.

This sanitation cutting is being accompanied by a forest stewardship plan for the Phillips Preserve that will
call for additional thinning of pitch pine stands throughout the property, suppression of additional
outbreaks, and regenerating young stands of pitch pines.

Sanitation Cutting

I marked all of the trees to be cut with one or two spots of blue paint. Jack Carbon, Noah Froh, Kristen
Geagan, and Liz Loucks assisted me with tallying the timber, measuring the trees, and marking the
perimeter of the cutting area. Noah Froh prepared the maps contained in this cutting plan.

Some 1,899 trees have been marked with blue paint for cutting. These trees total 93,484 board feet. Of
these, some 1,860 trees are pitch pines, and these pitch pines contain a total of 90,653 board feet. There are
36 white pines marked containing 2,761 board feet and 3 locust trees marked containing 70 board feet.
These trees are contained within the area outlined in red on the attached maps. The spot is located within
priority habitat. The spot is not located within a wetland resource. A portion of the spot is found within the
buffer zone of a wetland resource area (Lake Tashmoo). There are no stream crossings required.

The trees range in diameter at breast height from six inches to twenty-six inches. Many of these trees,
perhaps half, have an active infestation, while others are in an infestation buffer, and others are in a
surrounding area that is being thinned. It should be noted that some recently killed trees will be cut as part
of this operation, because they contain overwintering beetle larvae that will pupate and emerge as adults
when the weather warms. Older snags that show no signs of active infestation will be left standing if they
do not pose a safety hazard.

To help with this work, MassWidlife has awarded Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation a Habitat Management
Grant of $75,000. These funds will be used to hire licensed timber harvester Conor Hynes of Cape Cod
Firewood to do the cutting. The application for these funds referenced a 45-acre sanitation area. We
request the flexibility to expand the sanitation cutting area to the south, if time and conditions and funds
allow. In addition, we request the flexibility to conduct other small, suppression cuttings should other
infestations be observed.

The sanitation cutting can begin on or after February 26, 2024. No cutting will take place until after the
notice period of this cutting plan has elapsed. It is anticipated that all cutting will end by April 1. No
cutting will take place between June 1 and July 31, which is the time of the “pup season” for the
endangered northern long-eared bat.

Access to the spot will occur via Army Road. Turnouts will be created along Army Road, per the request
of the Tisbury Fire Chief. Where material needs to be added to the turnouts, specific permission will be
sought from Natural Heritage.

There are four landing areas proposed, with one of these being the landing area used in the 2023 sanitation
cut. Per recommendations from Natural Heritage, trees will be felled with a feller-buncher, and skidded
whole-tree to the landing. At the landing, the tops will be cut and piles, and the logs will be stacked
separately. Skid roads have not been separately marked, due to the widespread nature of the trees in the
infestation areas and the thinning areas, and following the example of similar work undertaken at the
Myles Standish State Forest.

It should be noted that white pines greater than six inches in diameter have been marked, per the
recommendation of Natural Heritage. SMF staff will enter the cutting area once the main work has been
completed to cut all the smaller remaining white pines. The purpose of this is to favor the regeneration of
pitch pines over that of white pines.

Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation has been milling the logs on site, and will continue to do so. All lumber will
be removed from the site to dry elsewhere.

With the tops, slash, bark, and slabs, Sheriff’s Meadow proposes to use air curtain burners to safely
convert this material to ash, or, if possible, to biochar. Ash can be buried on the property, and biochar can
either be buried on the property, or sold or given to local farmers and others expressing an interest.
Sheriff’s Meadow has requested that the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection grant
temporary authorization for the use of air curtain burners on this property.

If air curtain burners cannot be used, the tops and slash will be chipped, and the chips will be hauled to an
off-island location for disposal. This is not considered a viable option due to the very high cost of
transporting chips off of the island.

The desired future condition for the cutting area is a forest of mature oaks and young oak saplings, young
pitch pine seedlings and sprouts, and vigorous, mature pitch pines that have been thinned to a basal area of
from 60 to 80 square feet per acre. The understory will continue to be a mix of huckleberry, bayberry, and
Pennsylvania sedge. Staff will carefully monitor for invasive plants. This spot and the entire Phillips
Preserve will continue to remain a forest and continue to remain conservation land.

Public Information

Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation will conduct a variety of types of outreach to inform the public about
southern pine beetle and about the sanitation cutting. Sheriff’s Meadow will offer guided walks of the
property to explain the work that has been conducted. Sheriff’s Meadow staff will be available to speak
with neighbors, elected officials, regulatory agencies, members of the press, and members of the public.
Information will be printed in the Sheriff’s Meadow newsletter, posted on the website, posted in the
TrailsMV app, and made available via social media. Appropriate signs will be posted on the property
kiosk and at the spot. The property will be closed to the public during active logging, and will not be
reopened until it is safe.

Monitoring

Sheriff’s Meadow will systematically monitor the Phillips Preserve for additional signs of southern pine
beetle outbreaks. Staff will also monitor other pine stands for beetle activity. A forest inventory of the
Phillips Preserve was completed prior to the filing of this Forest Cutting Plan, and a Forest Stewardship
Plan is in the process of being prepared.

Adam R. Moore
MA Forester License 389


	SignatureOfLandowner(s): 
	ForesterSignature: 


