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DCR Mission Statement

To protect, promote, and enhance our 
common wealth of natural, cultural 

and recreational resources
for the well-being of all.
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Meeting Logistics

• Two ways to ask questions during the meeting
 Use chat feature
 Raise your hand using the Zoom function, and you will be given 

permission to unmute and speak.

Please note that this public information meeting will be 
recorded; the recording will be a public record.
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Agenda

• Introduce the Project Team

• Park Vision History

• Site Conditions

• Goals

• Proposed Park Visuals
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Project Team

Department of Conservation and Recreation
Ruth Helfeld, Director, Landscape Architecture Section
Danielle Mellett, Project Manager
William A. Gode-von Aesch, Director of Flood Control Mgt. 

BETA Group, Inc.
Arek Galle, RLA, AICP
Scott Ridder, RLA, LEED AP, SITES AP
Alyssa Gomes Landscape Designer 

Sub Consultants
GEI Consulting Engineers 
GPI Greenman/Peterson  
Ronald Buia Electrical Engineering 
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Park Origins

Park vision from “Inventing the Charles River” by Karl Haglund

South Bank Park 
Site

June 1992
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South Bank Park Circa 2000

Site Photo from “Inventing the Charles River” by Karl Haglund
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Site Context 
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Project Limits
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Site Conditions 

View looking north from DCR dock entrance
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Site Conditions 

View looking north - Shoreline Conditions 
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Site Conditions 

View looking South-Space under Zakim Bridge facing south abutment
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Site Conditions 

View looking South -West side of Zakim Bridge
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PROJECT GOALS

• Create public greenspace

• Conform to Central Artery Project Permit obligations 

• Maintain functional operational requirements for: 

• DCR Flood Control/New Charles River Dam

• Massachusetts State Police Marine Section

• DCR Harbor Island Parks 

• DCR Parks and Greenways

• MBTA Emergency Egress
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PROJECT GOALS
• Provide public park amenities & landscaping

• Better accommodate bicycles and pedestrians 

• Reduce impervious surfaces 

• Address stormwater quality concerns

• Improve coastal resiliency - enhance coastal flood protection

• Limit un-authorized use of property and improve site security 

• Rehabilitate DCR marine facilities 
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW

• Provide access and parking for:

• DCR Flood Control 

• State Police Marine Unit 

• DCR Rangers-Harbor Island Parks 

• Access for MassDOT &  MBTA

• Emergency Access for TD Garden

• Maintain New Charles River Dam functional capabilities 

• Enhance coastal resiliency 

• Create multi-modal circulation patterns –now & future connections

• Create new public greenspace
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Proposed Site Improvements
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Proposed Site - Model 
Vehicular, Bike, and Pedestrian Access
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Proposed Site - Model 
Vehicular, Bike, and Pedestrian Access
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Proposed Site - Model 
Vehicular, Bike, and Pedestrian Access
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Proposed Site 
Eastern Improvements
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Proposed Site - Model 
Vehicular, Bike, and Pedestrian Access



South Bank Park
Boston, MA

Existing Site
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Proposed Site - Model 
Introduced Park and Green Space
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Proposed Site - Model 
Seating with Shade Structure
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Proposed Site - Model 
Mixing Zone at State Police Entrance
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Proposed Site 
Mixing Zone at State Police Entrance



South Bank Park
Boston, MA

Proposed Site - Model 
Park Space at Entrance to Locks
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Proposed Site - Model 
Entrance to Park from locks
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Proposed Site 
Designated Parking under Zakim Bridge
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Proposed Site - Model 
West side of park
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Plant Palette
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Plant Palette
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Plant Palette
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Existing Conditions
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Proposed Site
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Preliminary Project Schedule 

Complete 25% Design Update   Summer 2024 

Initiate Permitting           Fall  2024 

File Permits         Winter 2025 

Construction      Summer 2026 
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Additional Information
• Recording and tonight’s slide deck will be available at: 

• www.mass.gov/dcr/past-public-meetings
• If you have comments on this project:

• Submit online: www.mass.gov/dcr/public-comment
• Deadline: Tuesday, June 25, 2024 

• Please note: the contents of comments submitted to DCR, including 
your name, town and zip code, will be posted on DCR’s website. 
Additional contact information provided, notably email address, will 
only be used for outreach on future updates to the subject project or 
property

• If you wish to subscribe to a DCR general information or 
project related listserv: contact DCR’s Office of Community Relations 
via email at mass.parks@mass.gov

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/past-public-meetings
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/public-comment
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Discussion  

Q+A Discussion
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Thank 
You

South Bank Park 
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