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MassDOT Files Environmental Report on Phase 1 Service

On May 26, 2017, the Secretary of Energy and
Environmental Affairs issued a Certificate on the
Notice of Project Change (NPC) for the South
Coast Rail Project (SCR). In the NPC, MassDOT
proposed a phased approach to SCR commuter

rail service by extending an existing rail line. The
Certificate outlined the scope of work for developing
a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
(DSEIR). MassDOT filed the DSEIR with the
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act office on
January 31, 2018, describing a plan to begin long-
awaited commuter rail service late in 2022.

The Baker-Polito Administration is committed to
restoring transit service to southeastern MA. Phasing
the project will begin service more quickly and allow
the region to accrue the benefits promised by the

Full Build Project, which is the preferred Stoughton
Straight Electric Alternative. The DSEIR filing initiates
a public comment period with a public meeting and
will result in a Certificate issued by the Secretary
outlining next steps.

The Phased Approach

The DSEIR outlines MassDOT’s approach to
completing the SCR project. MassDOT proposes

to advance Phase 1 to deliver service to the South
Coast years before revenue service is possible under
the Full Build Project. At the same time, MassDOT
will proceed with designing, permitting and funding
the Stoughton Straight Electric Alternative, which
was already reviewed under the Massachusetts
Environmental Policy Act (MEPA).

Phase 1 will extend the existing Middleborough/
Lakeville Commuter Rail Line south onto the existing
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Middleborough Secondary freight line to provide
service to Taunton, New Bedford and Fall River.

The Middleborough Secondary connects to Cotley
Junction in East Taunton. From there, Phase 1 trains
will join the New Bedford Main Line and continue to
New Bedford, or they will branch off on the Fall River
Secondary to Fall River. This area is known as the
Southern Triangle, and it is an active freight corridor.
MassDOT will improve the track infrastructure,
build a new signal system for passenger service, and
add stations and overnight layover facilities for the
commuter rail equipment.

The Southern Triangle portion of the project,
including stations and layover facilities, was
included as part of the overall Stoughton Straight
Electric Alternative, which was previously studied.
The primary new element of Phase 1 is the use of
the Middleborough Secondary for commuter rail
service to connect to the active Middleborough Main
Line. Because Phase 1 service will connect to the
Middleborough Main line, which is not equipped to
handle electric trains, Phase 1 service will use diesel
locomotives.

MassDOT will upgrade a number of culverts and bridges as
part of Phase 1 work.
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Key Definitions

In Phase 1, MassDOT will construct 56% of the track miles
required for the Full Build.
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AM PEAK/INBOUND PHASE 1 AVERAGE
(TO SOUTH STATION] BY AUTO

TAUNTON 1:11 1:45
FALL RIVER 2:00

NEW BEDFORD 2:05

PM PEAK/OUTBOUND AVERAGE
(FROM SOUTH STATION) BY AUTO

TAUNTON ’ 1:40
FALL RIVER 1:55

NEW BEDFORD 2:00
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The MBTA will provide riders with
n trips over 8 years with Phase 1
service before the Full Build is completed.

RIDERSHIP PHASE 1 FULL BUILD

DAILY @ Bifips

ANNUAL

www.mass.gov/southcoastrail

Next Steps
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Contact Us
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