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Existing Conditions

Introduction 

The existing conditions phase of the action plan was 
both robust and thorough, involving a comprehensive 
inventory of physical features and extensive data 
collection on park usage through pedestrian and bike 
counters, direct observation of park spaces, and the use 
of big data analysis. This review revealed that the path 
system is as heavily used as some of the most trafficked 
paths in the metropolitan Boston area. The existing 
bike path, currently functioning as a shared-use path, is 
insufficient for the volume and diversity of users, with 
its 8 to 10-foot width unable to accommodate the mode 
split, necessitating a separation of uses. Additionally, 
the Southwest Corridor Park (SWCP) boasts excellent 
connectivity to transit, bike lanes, and other greenways 
but lacks a consistent identity, which could be addressed 
by implementing a unified signage system. 

Deferred maintenance poses a significant challenge 
throughout the park, with aging infrastructure in need 
of replacement and renewal. Operations staffing has 
decreased substantially, forcing the team to prioritize 
what can be maintained and what must be deferred. 
Constructed prior to the American with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), many areas of the park are not compliant 
with current accessibility standards. Moreover, 
the demographics and population density of the 

surrounding communities have changed considerably, 
necessitating that the park adapt to meet both current 
and future community needs. A focus on climate 
resiliency is also crucial, as the park must better 
respond to increasingly frequent and intense storms 
while providing much-needed shade and cooling for 
vulnerable communities. 

The findings from this existing conditions phase, coupled 
with insights from community engagement, have 
significantly informed the recommendations outlined in 
this action plan. 
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Existing Conditions

Throughout the entire corridor park,  there are a variety of amenities and features, including 3.81 miles of sidewalks and 3.3 
miles of bike paths. The park is well-equipped with 200 benches, 166 trash receptacles, 2 drinking fountains, 31 pieces of 
public art, 9 playgrounds, 10 courts, 7 blue bike stations, 40 public bike racks, and 12 community gardens. The Southwest 
Corridor Park land is owned by the MBTA and cared for by DCR.  The City of Boston owns the adjacent streets and pedestrian 
sidewalks. 

Physical Features 
Forest Hills to Green Street 
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Physical Features 
Green Street to Jackson Square 
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Physical Features 
Heath Street to Ruggles 
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Physical Features 
Ruggles to Back Bay 
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Existing Conditions

Park Usage 

Also utilizing cell phone location data, we can analyze what parts of the park are used more heavily. Use by park segment is noted to the right, 
summary of usage of park features i.e. playgrounds, courts, etc. is shown on the left. Cell phone location data should be thought of relatively and 
not in the absolute.  Visitation numbers are based on an estimated 10% of cell phones projected to represent 100% of use. 
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Corridor-wide Topics 

Many aspects of the project span the entire corridor effecting all adjacent neighborhoods and park users. 
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Mobility and Access 

Path Use 
The number of path users affects how 
wide a path should be for comfort 
and safety. To count path users on the 
Southwest Corridor, three trail counters 
were installed across six different  locations 
between late June and late August 2023. 

Given the number of pedestrians 
using the bike path in lieu of the 
sidewalk, the existing bike path 
operates as a shared use path. 

The path ranges from 8 to 10 feet 
wide, which is insufficient for a 
shared use path with the volume 
and mode split of users counted. 

In most locations, the volume 
of people walking and biking 
also calls for the separation of 
modes on parallel paths for the 
safety and comfort of all users. 

Numbers at each location represent total average daily path users. Pie chart sizes 
roughly correspond with total volume. Due to the dual path systems at most 
locations and limitation of the counters, only the bike path portion was counted 
for all locations except North of Jackson Square and North of W Newton St. 

Pedestrians & people on bikes are not 
the only path users. Electric-powered 
modes are increasingly seen on 
the SWCP and are expected to 
drive growth in path use. To 
gain a fuller picture of use, 
a manual 12-hour count 
of all wheeled users 
on the bike path was 
conducted in fall 2023. 

After manual bikes, people on e-bikes and 
e-scooters made up most path users. Some 
mopeds were also observed, which are prohibited 
on the corridor. 

Knowing the range of use allows us to 
design a better path and parking for 
different modes, plus determine how best 
to manage the trail. 

34 



Existing Conditions

Mobility and Access 

Network Connections & Ridership 
The SWCP is a primary commuting and recreational corridor. Understanding use 
and ridership, as shown below, helps stakeholders better design space for bus 
stops, bikeshare, and T station entries/exits. It also highlights where safer 
and more intuitive transitions to cross streets are needed as the networks 
continue to evolve. 

Transit data originates from the 
MBTA Open Data Portal. Bus 
ridership includes total ons and 
offs as recorded in Fall 2022. 
Subway ridership includes total 
ons and offs as recorded in Fall 
2019. Bluebikes data represents 
average annual trips from 2018 
to 2022, including any time a bike 
was rented and/or returned to 
one of the corridor stations. Data 
originated from Bluebikes and was 
averaged by Toole Design. 

By the Numbers: 
• 8 Orange Line subway stations are located along the SWCP 
• 38 bus routes intersect the SWCP, with stops at subway stations 

and 3 other locations on the corridor 
• 8 Bluebikes stations are co-located with subway stations 
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~ 5 min walk from

Mobility and Access 

Destinations 
The Southwest Corridor Park connects people walking, riding bikes, and taking 
micromobility to many destinations, including housing, healthcare, groceries, shops, libraries, 
schools, and more. The map below shows land use and destinations within approximately a 
quarter mile - about a 5 minute walk - from the corridor.  The large open spaces of the Emerald 
Necklace are also major destinations located near the Southwest Corridor. 

SWCP 

People use Bluebikes stations on the 
SWCP to access Greater Boston. 

The map at right shows the relative 
number of Bluebikes trips starting from 

and/or ending at Bluebikes stations 
along the Southwest Corridor Park. 

Station pairs close to the park are the 
most popular, but other well-traveled 

origins and/or destinations can be seen 
in Mattapan, Hyde Park, Oak Square, 

Brookline, Cambridge, and Somerville. 
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Natural Resources-
Trees 
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Cultural Resources- 
Historical Timeline 

38 


	3 Existing Conditions 
	Introduction 
	Physical Features 
	Forest Hills to Green Street 
	Green Street to Jackson Square 
	Heath Street to Ruggles 
	Ruggles to Back Bay 

	Park Usage 
	Corridor-wide Topics 
	Mobility and Access 
	Path Use 
	Network Connections & Ridership 
	Destinations 

	Natural Resources-
	Trees 

	Cultural Resources- 
	Historical Timeline 





