MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
MINUTES OF THE SPINAL CORD INJURY ADVISORY BOARD
Meeting of 12/12/18
Raynham Senior Center, 2215 King Philip Street, Raynham, MA

Date of Meeting:   Wednesday, December 12, 2018
Beginning Time:  2:00pm
Ending Time:   3:30pm

Attendance:
Spinal Cord Advisory Board Members Present: Eric Ruby, MD and David Estrada

Department staff: Bekah Thomas (DPH Injury Prevention and Control) and Linda Brown (DPH Injury Prevention and Control)

AGENDA 
I:  Possible physician candidates to appoint to Advisory Board
1. Because of Dr. William Sniger’s death on 11/24/18, the group discussed finding a replacement for him on the Spinal Cord Injury Advisory Board.  The group discussed that possible candidates need to come from institutions that have not submitted a grant application under the current RFR.  Linda had received 5 CV’s from interested physician candidates.  
2. The group discussed criteria with which to evaluate applicants and developed the score sheet below:

	SCI
	Dr. Ron Riesenburger
	Dr. Jeb Barash
	Dr. Eric Garshick
	Dr. Stephen Johnson
	Dr. Michael Medlock

	Ability to understand content
	
	
	
	
	

	Reference or reputation
	
	
	
	
	

	Availability attend meetings in person
	
	
	
	
	

	Ability to understand bureaucracy/statutory bodiess
	
	
	
	
	

	Commitment to SCI
	
	
	
	
	

	Friendliness/Interpersonal Skills
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	



3. Dr. Ruby met Dr. Garshick at the wake for Dr. Sniger at the end of November.  He has known Dr. Sniger since childhood and told Dr. Ruby “I want to carry forth what Bill started.”  We will need to find out if he is still affiliated with Brigham and Women’s hospital and Harvard Medical School since we have received grant applications from both of those institutions and this could be a conflict of interest.  
4. Dr. Stephen Johnson is an instructor at MGH and we had to disqualify him because of conflict of interest (we had received a grant application from MGH).  
5. Dr. Ruby met Dr. Medlock at the Mass. Medical Society.  Dr. Medlock understands the requirements/restrictions of statutory bodies and bureaucracies and he is well respected at MMS.  
6. The scoresheet below gives the final scores as a result of the discussion.  
a. Dr. Garshick had the highest score.    
b. Dr. Riesenburger scored next highest.
c. Dr. Medlock was the third choice.
7. Linda will contact Dr. Garshick to inquire about his availability, ability to take the required trainings for Advisory Board members and ability to do the review quickly.
8. Linda will also contact the other 4 applicants to let them know they’re each on our short list for future candidates if the Spinal Cord Injury Advisory Board expands in the future.

	SCI Advisory Board Applicants: Final Scores
	Dr. Ron Riesenburger
	Dr. Jeb Barash
	Dr. Eric Garshick
	Dr. Stephen Johnson
	Dr. Michael Medlock

	Ability to understand content
	10
	6
	8
	
	7

	Reference or reputation
	10
	8
	10
	7
	8

	Availability attend meetings in person
	5
	8
	9
	
	7

	Ability to understand bureaucracy
	4
	10
	8
	
	9

	Commitment to SCI
	8
	7
	10
	
	6

	Friendliness/Interpersonal Skills
	9
	7
	10
	
	8

	TOTAL
	46

	46
	55
	Disqualified
	45
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