Spinal Cord Injury Cure Grant RFR # 191525
Spinal Cord Injury Advisory Board Minutes
Date: January 16, 2019
Facilitator: Linda Brown (DPH)

Recorder: Rebekah Thomas (DPH)
SCI Advisory Board participants: 


Dr. Eric Ruby


Dr. Ron Riesenburger
Dr. Eric Ruby as Chair of the Spinal Cord Injury Advisory Board called the meeting to order and welcomed all the participants. The group welcomed Dr. Ron Riesenburger, from Tufts Medical Center joining his first meeting of the SCI Advisory Board. Linda asked that everyone sign and submit to DPH the confidentiality and conflict of interest forms if they had not done so already. David Estrada, the other member of the Advisory Board had to recuse himself from this grant review because he is an employee at Spaulding and we had received 4 applications from Spaulding researchers.  
The RFR Technical Review (1st level) took place on November 9, 2018 by telephone with the following three scientists and facilitated by Dr. Al DeMaria:

· Jason Carmel, MD, PhD, Weill Cornell Medical College, Burke-Cornell Medical Research Institute; 

· Caitlin Hill, PhD, Weill Cornell Medical College, Burke-Cornell Medical Research Institute; and 

· Dalton Dietrich, PhD, The Miami Project, University of Miami.  See summary of the Technical review
These reviewers were well-qualified, clearly had read the proposals in-depth and the review discussion was very detailed.  In addition, they sent their written review and score sheet of each proposal to Linda Brown after the meeting.
Due to the scientific complexity of the applications, the Advisory Board members were sent a summary of the technical review score sheets and comments to review prior to our meeting on January 16.

The Board members reviewed the scores and summaries of the 10 applicants from the technical review.  See attached sheet for final scores.  Dr. Ruby said that applicants should receive feedback from the grant reviews such as not adhering to the required 10 page limit and encouraging a well regarded researcher who scored low on this RFR.  Reviewers looked very favorably on the researchers who had been invested in spinal cord injury research for many years such as Dr. Macklis, He and Teng.  
Recommendation:
Bekah had explained that there is approximately $1.8 million to spend from the Spinal Cord Injury Trust Fund in 2 years of grant funding which could result in 4 awards at $225,000 annually.  The Advisory Board members made the following recommendations for funding based on the technical reviewers’ and their own scores.
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Christopher Gabel-BUSM 8.335 8.15 8.15 215,681.00 $       225,056.00 $  440,737.00 $  1Recommended

Andrew Reisner-MGH 8.205 8.45 8.45 220,115.00 $       218,825.00 $  438,940.00 $  2Recommended

Zhigang He-Boston Children's 

Hospital 7.885 7.65 7.65 270,000.00 $       270,000.00 $  540,000.00 $  3Recommended

 Jeffrey D. Macklis, Harvard 7.455 7.95 8.45 269,934.00 $       269,994.00 $  539,928.00 $  4Recommended

Teng-Spaulding 6.825 6.05 8 259,680.00 $       264,680.00 $  524,360.00 $  5back up recommendation

Budget


The top four awards total $1,959,605 which exceeds the budget allocation of $1.8 million over two years.  All agreed we can trim some of the budget awards based on requests for equipment which are not allowable under this RFR.  It was decided that Dr. Teng would be a “back up” to receive an award in case contract negotiations break down with the other top 4 chosen applicants.  

Linda said the next step would be to forward the Adivisory Board’s recommendations to Commissioner Bharel for review and approval.  Linda and Bekah will also talk with Legal about the proposals with intellectual property issues. Dr. Ruby suggested doing a press release.  Linda and Bekah said we need to get the contracts awarded and written before announcing the awards publicly.
PAGE  
1

