Spinal Cord Injury Advisory Council Meeting

MA Department of Public Health (DPH)
Virtual Open Meeting via Microsoft Teams

Thursday, July 2, 2026, 3 p.m. – 4 p.m.
 
Members attending remotely: Dr. Eric Ruby, David Estrada, and Dr. Robert Winston
Other attending remotely: Robert (Bob) Smith, Vita Brown, Kelley Cunningham, and Alexandria Papadimoulis
 
I. Welcome and Introductions
· Dr. Ruby opened the meeting at 3:13 p.m. by welcoming members in attendance and reviewing the agenda. Dr. Robert Winston was introduced as the newest Advisory Board member, sharing a brief overview of this work with spinal cord injuries. Kelley facilitated the review and acceptance of the April 2, 2026, SCI Advisory minutes. 

II. Thomas P. Kennedy Spinal Cord Injury Trust Fund: Status
· Kelley shared that the Thomas P. Kennedy Spinal Cord Injury Trust Fund has a balance just over $2.8 million. Dr. Ruby asked how the funds were invested and Kelley shared that funds were held by the Commonwealth, and as a result, there is no return, no interest earned, and no taxes paid. David offered to reach out to the Treasury directly to learn more. 

II. Thomas P. Kennedy Spinal Cord Injury Trust Fund: Project Manager
· Kelley provided the Advisory Board with an update on the Project Manager, noting that the request for quotes (RFQ) closed on June 30, 2026, and five applications were received. A review team has been organized to evaluate the candidates, and the award is expected to be sent out in August 2026. Kelley reminded members that as discussed in the prior meeting, general and legal counsel confirmed that the Trust Fund can be used to cover the cost of the Project Manager. Dr. Ruby asked the board members if they had any questions and David inquired about the Program Manager’s hours. Kelley shared that the hours would vary year to year, explaining that the first year will require significantly more time given the work involved in developing the RFR. After the first year, hours are expected to decrease considerably, as the Project Manager’s responsibilities would shift to having more of a focus on coordinating advisory board meetings and creating the associated materials, reviewing the awarded researchers reports, and conducting check-ins with the funded researchers.

III. Additional Discussion Items
· Dr. Ruby shared that Spinal Cord Injury Awareness Day will be held on September 16th, 2026, at the Massachusetts State House and will provide attendees with an update on the most recent Massachusetts specific spinal cord injury data, an introduction of the new Project Manager, and a timeline for the RFR. He added that an additional speaker would include Thomas Smith, who will highlight the Look Up Line, an injury prevention initiative that uses visual cues along the boards of ice hockey rinks to encourage players to keep their heads up when making contact.
· Dr. Ruby shared that a meeting with key legislative stakeholders is planned for July to discuss the potential to increase funding for the Thomas P. Kennedy Trust Fund. He noted that Massachusetts is falling behind other states in SCI research funding and could be at risk of losing researchers as a result. Kelley sought clarification on whether this meeting could result in changes to the legislation and Department of Public Health’s (DPH) role in administering funding to researchers. Dr. Ruby clarified that there is no intention of changing the structure of DPH’s role, but to instead explore ways to move the work forward through faster avenues, potentially by working in parallel with the Thomas E. Smith Foundation. Kelley stated that regardless of the path forward DPH would still be required to go through a procurement process to release any funds. 

IV. Closing Remarks
· As the meeting concluded, Dr. Ruby and Kelley discussed next steps for introducing Project Manager. Kelley shared that an email introduction would be sent out once the contract I sin place, with a formal meeting to follow in the fall. Members were thanked for their participation in the Spinal Cord Injury Advisory Board and were reminded of the Open Meeting Law requirements and that if there are any questions or concerns, to please directly respond via e-mail to Kelley Cunningham at Kelley.Cunningham@mass.gov. 

Meeting concluded at 3:54 p.m.
