
Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Bureau of Forestry 

Timber Harvest Summary-Public Comment Form  

The Timber Harvest Summary card was designed to assist the public in providing information to the 

Bureau of Forestry when proposed forest management projects are in the initial planning stages. 

The following are my comments about the Forest Management Project being proposed at:   

Name of Forest Management Project: _Eastern CT Valley District 05 Brook Road__ 

State Forest: ___Wendell___________________________________________ 

Management Forester: ___Keith DiNardo____________________________________ 

Forest Health: 

I support this Plan and find the recommended treatments to be very constructive and positive for forest 

health. The Red Pine is diseased and needs to be removed. The White Pine needs management as does 

the Oak. I trust the professional foresters to make the right decisions.  

Wildlife/Rare Species: 

I appreciate the sensitivity to wildlife being taken. I especially would like the proposed Brook Road Plan 

to incorporate the recommendation by DFW to clear cut to create habitat for Whippoorwills. This is 

Noted under Silviculture for Stand 1. My property is on the other side of Wickett Pond Road from the 

proposed management along Brook Road. My property was impacted by the tornado of 2006. We 

moved here in 2011. In 2013 we started hearing Whippoorwills around our property and the adjoining 

State Forest land on Wickett Pond Road. They have been here ever since and I am very glad about that. I 

understand that the DFW has established a Route for counting purposes in this area to collect data on 

the Whippoorwills. I support a series of small clear cuts on this project to create habitat for the 

Whippoorwill which is a MASS Species of Concern. 

Name: _____Judith A. Hall__________________________ 

Address: ___78 Wickett Pond Road   Wendell, MA 01379_____ 

Phone Number:____413-834-7389____________________________ 

Judy Hall 

78 Wickett Pond Road 

Wendell, MA  01379 

  



From: Ruth McDowell <ruth@ruthbmcdowell.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, April 6, 2016 9:07 AM 

To: Anzuoni, Nicholas (DCR) 

Subject: Sheep Ranch Project 

Hi Nick. 

I’ve been reading with interest the proposal for the Sheep Ranch project. John and Marge Gilbert and I 

took the map of the proposal and drove all over the place to check out all the areas to be cut. 

In my opinion, and my sisters Marilyn and Nancy Beckley, we are very pleased with the careful details 

we read about in this project. 

The look of the forest as we’ve know it for the last 70 years will certainly change, but the regrowth of 

native trees will be a treat to see. 

I’ll probably run around taking pictures of the big spruce stands before they go. 

We’re glad some repair is going to be done to Franklin Lane Truck Trail. It would be especially helpful to 

restore the culvert under the north end of Franklin Lane where it meets State Farm/Forestry Rd. I’m sure 

the original 1935 stone culvert is still there, buried in pine needles and sand from State Farm Rd. 

If you are interested, we could put together a little of the history of the Henry and Gertrude French’s 

purchase of the Babbitt place in 1912, and the subsequent sale soon thereafter of 200 acres in Colrain 

and Heath to the Forestry. The Frenchs hosted a “road-warming” party for the CCC boys and all the 

neighbors on the hill, soon after the road was finished in their back field. 

 It included a softball game, cookout, the piano from the CCC camp, and paper Japanese lanterns in the 

trees. The old folks on the hill remembered it well when we were kids. We have a few snapshots of the 

party and of the woods from our back field when the trees were less than 6 feet high. 

Our mother, Ruth Beckley, a neighbor of the French’s, first came to visit them in Colrain in 1920. She and 

my father were often there through the 1920s and 1930s, including at the CCC party. 

Gertrude French sold our place to my parents in 1947. 

There used to be traces of a wagon road starting in our back field, running sort of NE, through a gap in 

the wall near our NE corner and across to the big Barn foundation near the corner of Ed. Clark Rd. and 

the State Farm/Forestry Rd.. We’re going to explore this spring and see if we can find it anymore. 

 

Ruth Beckley McDowell 

229 Thompson Rd. Colrain 413-624-5503 



 

  



  



 

  



Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Bureau of Forestry 

Timber Harvest Summary-Public Comment Form  

The Timber Harvest Summary card was designed to assist the public in providing information to the 

Bureau of Forestry when proposed forest management projects are in the initial planning stages. 

The following are my comments about the Forest Management Project being proposed at:   

Name of Forest Management Project: _ 

Wendell State Forest, Montague Road Brook Road State Forest:  

Management Forester:  

Keith DiNardo 

Forest Health:   

The forest management proposed is a well planned much needed management project.  The stand in 

question has supported management activities at least twice in the past and is well stocked with Eastern 

White Pine regeneration and associated tree species.  White pine regeneration requires a partial shade 

provided by the overstory for the first five-ten years.  Once this regeneration reaches approximately 

knee height it needs to be released from the overstory shading and allowed to be free to grow.  If this 

release does not occur the regeneration becomes spindly, suppressed and dies.  The Red Pine overstory 

is of good quality and has merchantable value.  The Red Pine however is slowly dying like all Red Pine 

across the Commonwealth and to salvage some of that Red Pine now makes good sense.  Some might 

argue to allow the White Pine release to occur naturally as the Red Pine dies however that suggestion 

ignores the fact that as the Red Pine dies it will break up and fall crushing and damaging the well formed 

healthy White Pine understory below.  By employing directional felling in harvesting the Red Pine, 

damage to the White Pine understory can be controlled and minimized resulting in a healthy residual 

forest understory that is free to grow.  

Recreation:  

Light dispersed recreational use of the harvesting will be temporarily interrupted for obvious safety 

reasons.  If it wasn’t for past harvesting the present trails used by equestrians, hikers, skiers and 

snowmobilers to name a few, would not be there as these trails are direct benefits of past management 

activities.  I am sure that at the completion of harvest the trails and landings will be final graded and 

returned to their preharvest condition. 

 

 



WATER QUALITY:   

Any water quality issues are addressed in all timber sales on public or private lands by the provisions of 

Chapter 132. 

 

AESTHETICS:  The aesthetics of any logging activity temporarily impact a harvesting area.  Course woody 

debris, broken limbs on the ground and brown dying foliage are unavoidable.  This course woody debris 

however is important in recycling nutrient to the soil as well as providing habitat for small mammals and 

invertebrates.  Within one to two growing seasons the aesthetics of the area quickly returns as a healthy 

vigorous forest habitat responds to management. 

 

FOREST MANAGEMENT :  DCR forest management activities provide multiple benefits to the residents of 

the Commonwealth.  Management projects provide income to the Commonwealth, modest income to 

the communities where the activities occur, employment for those in the wood producing industry as 

well as secondary industries; they help maintain our forest in a vigorous healthy state and help repair 

the damage when natural disasters occur.  Wildlife greatly benefits from habitat manipulation caused by 

management activities based on the management objective.  Finally the public benefits from 

management activity through the creation and maintenance of trails and roadways in our state forest 

where the management activity occurs.  Forest management in our state forest is a “win win” for all.  It 

is good to see the return of management activities following the ill advised Forest Visioning Process.  

 

Submitted by: 

 

David Richard 

Wendell, MA 01379 

  



 



 

  



I attended the recent DCR hearing at UMass on the proposed Wendell State Forest - Brook Road Forest 

Management Plan and was deeply concerned about the total lack of attention to carbon sequestration 

within the listed "Forest Management Objectives". Our Massachusetts Global Warming Solutions Act 

calls for "a framework for reducing heat-trapping emissions to levels that scientists believe give us a 

decent chance of avoiding the worst effects of global warming".  

 

CO2 sequestration by our forests, lands and waters must be addressed if we are to preserve our state in 

a livable manner for future generations. We can not plan for forest management without addressing 

carbon sequestration. 

Don Ogden 

Leverett, MA 

  



My family owns and manages a woodlot abutting H.O. Cook State Forest and we welcome the 
return of logging activities here.  After all, these plantations were established with the intention 
of being harvested for timber in the first place.  This forest covers a vast area and relatively few 
of the logging roads from past cuts appear to have been either retained or maintained. 
  
Those who engage in any of the recreational activities referenced in this proposal would benefit 
greatly from the improved forest access provided by the new forwarder roads created by this 
project. The DCR can also use this new access to showcase examples of the BMPs that they are 
using to manage public lands. Though not specifically mentioned, this improved mobility will 
also have a positive impact on public safety in the unfortunate event of forest fire, medical 
emergencies or individuals lost in the woods.  
  
A small section of what you call “Forestry Road” will be improved in order to facilitate this project. The 

rest is an abandoned carriage road that once connected State Farm Road with Adamsville Road. Much of 

this trail runs within the boundaries of the state forest.  Access to 2 old mills, a bridge abutment and the 

magnificent gorge created by the Sanders Brook (and it’s remote trout pools) is limited by it’s current 

condition. We hope that in the near future some of the revenue from this project will be used to restore 

this road in order to improve public access to the most remote and arguably the most scenic portions of 

H.O. Cook State Forest. 

 

We look forward to attending the pre-harvest tour. 

 

Robert J. Saquet 

  



 



 



 









 



To: Timber Comments and Peter Church Director of Forest Stewardship 

Dear Mr. Church, 

I am addressing my comments regarding the Current Project Proposals and Silva Culture Prescriptions to 

include you because, as the Director of Forest Stewardship, you have a responsibility to uphold the 

priorities established through the Forest Futures Visioning Process (FFVP) in which a great many 

stakeholders played a part. Foremost among the FFVP priorities and the creation of your position, was 

the promise that the Commonwealth would provide "open and transparent government" in the 

managing of state forests, particularly in those forested lands open to logging. 

While I am not concerned about plantation removals, DCR is proposing the harvesting of an untold 

number 100+-year-old hardwood trees within the hundreds of acres of forested lands cited in these 

eight proposals with no estimation of the quantity or value of the timber or who stands to benefit from 

the sale of the timber. The proposals provide some information on the amounts and condition of the 

less valuable and diseased trees but do not provide adequate information on the numbers or the 

monetary value of the commercially valuable hardwoods targeted by these projects. 

The proposals I have reviewed are vague and misleading with the important information buried within 

the proposals. DCR needs to provide “open and transparent” verifiable data as to the type, numbers and 

value of the timber as a producer of revenue from the state forests, as one would expect from a 

responsible steward of the Commonwealth's natural resources.  

I am dismayed to see that the DCR contracted Sewall, an engineering and natural resource consultant 

company, to evaluate the Clam River Dam project before the NHESP had the opportunity of determining 

Priority Habitat of Rare Species and Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife.  

May I remind you that only those species documented as existing are counted as occupying a land parcel 

and that habitat types may contain state-listed species that have yet to be documented. It is 

irresponsible, in a time when many scientists believe that the planet is facing a mass extinction and 

collapse of natural systems, to propose logging on land that has not been fully evaluated by the state 

departments established to protect threatened plants and animals.   

As in the letter submitted by Michael Kellett and Ellen Moyer, which I signed, I would like to reiterate 

the importance of the DCR in providing data regarding the climate impacts of each forest timber 

harvesting proposal on carbon sequestration and long-term CO2 levels. Each woodland must receive the 

most careful and thorough review for it’s potential in climate change mitigation above any other 

proposed “treatment” for any other benefit is considered. The second highest value must be in habitat 

protection for state-listed species.  

We have entered an era where the highest priorities for every parcel of state-owned natural land must 

be in reducing carbon in the atmosphere for climate change mitigation and preventing the loss of plant 

and animal species as we enter what many scientists believe is the next planetary mass extinction. 

Anything less is irresponsible and misguided.  



While I support the proposals that involve the removal of plantations, I am asking for a withdrawal of 

every proposal in which hardwood harvesting is included. As the Director of Forest Stewardship, it is 

your responsibility to assure that DCR considers the highest and best use of our public forests and justify 

with data any and every proposal in the ways I have indicated above. 

I have reviewed and extracted information from the following four of eight project proposals and would 

like my comments applied to these proposals as well as entered into the general comments: 

Sheep Ranch, H.O. Cook State Forest- Removal of plantations and 25 acres of white pine-hardwood. 

Tannery Road, Savoy - No removal of American beech over 14” diameter and no white ash 12”- 16” to 

be removed. Permitted to remove 82+ acres Northern Hardwoods:  American beech under 14", red 

maple, sugar maple, yellow birch, white ash under 12", white birch. 

Heaphy-Richardson Lot, October  Mountain  State  Forest 

230 acres of northern hardwood forest types: white ash (Fraxinus  Americana), sugar maple (Acer 

saccharum), red maple (Acer rubrum), American beech (Fagus grandifolia), black cherry (Prunus 

serotina), quaking aspen (Populus tremuloides), yellow birch (Betula alleghaniensis), red oak (Quercus  

rubra), white birch (Betula papyrifera), and Eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis).  The stand age is 

approximately 90-110 years old.  

The irregular shelterwood  area will remove an average of 30- 80% ofthe basal area based on conditions 

such as species composition, size and health of  trees. 

Clam River Dam, Sandisfield State Forest  

130 acre are  hardwood  and mixed hardwood types with BB (beech birch maple) and HH (hemlock 

hardwood) covering the proposed treatment area according to the Sewall stand inventory data. 

Beech, (Fagus grandifolia),  white ash (Fraxinus Americana),  black cherry (Prunus serotina), sugar maple 

(Acer saccarum) and red oak (Quercus rubra) Other species present include black birch (Betula lenta), 

yellow birch (Betula alleghaniensis), and red maple (Acer rubrum) with some eastern hemlock (Tsuga 

Canadensis) and white pine (Pinus strobes). 

According to the 13th addition of the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas this proposed sale may 

contain Priority Habitat of Rare Species and Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife.  The Clam River above 

the impoundment  contains this habitat.  We will need clarification  from NHESP. 

The proposed harvest will not significantly adversely affect habitat for most species. Early succession 

habitat will be slightly increased with the implementation of 1/3 acre openings but not enough to 

significantly  increase this type of habitat.   To an increasing extent private and non-profit property 

owners within the surrounding landscape are taking advantage of state and federal programs to 

increase this habitat. 

 



The primary goal is to implement a harvest system that creates a varied and complex stand capable of 

buffering future disturbance,  providing a variety of wildlife habitats, and maintaining the current 

species, size and genetic diversity and the demonstration of a system which can obtain these goals.  

Secondary goals include supporting local wood products industry, salvaging  the value of damaged and 

diseased trees, providing income to the town and to the general fund. Another goal is the establishment 

of ash regeneration, by retaining most small diameter ash trees, which might survive the expected borer 

infestation and provide seeds for a future population. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments and I will be most appreciative of your response.  

Timber Comments Contact: Please let me know that you have received my comments. Thank you.  

Sincerely, 

 

Sharl Heller 

Forest and Park Friends Network 

Southeastern Massachusetts Pine Barrens Alliance 

 


