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Major Categories 

Anesthesia Airway Management 
Behavioral Health Blood Product 
Blood Bank Diagnosis/Treatment 
Dietary Equipment/Medical Device 
Emergency Department Fall 
Emergency Department-Behavioral Health Imaging/Radiology 
Endoscopy Suite Infection 
Inpatient Unit IV/Vascular access device 
Intensive Care Unit Lab/Specimen 
Interventional Radiology/Cardiology/Neurology Maternal/Childbirth 
Labor & Delivery Medication/Fluid 

Laboratory/Pathology Patient ID/Documentation/Consent 
NICU/SCN/Well Baby Nursery Patient Protection 

Operating Room  Professional Conduct 
Other Provisions of Care 
Outpatient Unit/Clinic Radiation Treatment 
PACU Skin/Tissue 
Pediatric Unit Surgery/Procedure 
Pharmacy Tube/Drain 
Post-Partum Unit Surgery/Procedure 
Pre-Operative Unit Tube/Drain 
Radiation Oncology 
Radiology/Imaging  

  

 

 

 

Airway Management  

AIRWAY- Airway Mgmt. Equipment Issue 

AIRWAY- Airway obstruction/laryngospasm 

AIRWAY- Extubation - Unplanned 

AIRWAY- Intubation - Issue 

AIRWAY- Medical Gas Problem 

AIRWAY- Other 

AIRWAY- Respiratory Mgmt. - Issue 

AIRWAY- Ventilator Issue 
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Blood Product 

BLOOD- Adverse Reaction 

BLOOD- Other 

BLOOD- Patient - Wrong Transfused 

BLOOD- Process - Administration Issue 

BLOOD- Product - Wrong Type of Blood Product    

Diagnosis/Treatment 

DIAGNOSIS/TREATMENT- Failure to Assess Patient 

DIAGNOSIS/TREATMENT- Failure to Treat 

DIAGNOSIS/TREATMENT- Other 

DIAGNOSIS/TREATMENT- Delay in Diagnosis/Treatment 

DIAGNOSIS/TREATMENT- Treatment Inappropriate 

DIAGNOSIS/TREATMENT- Unexpected Cardiopulmonary Event 

DIAGNOSIS/TREATMENT- Unexpected Change in condition 

DIAGNOSIS/TREATMENT- Wrong Patient 

 

Equipment/Device  

EQUIPMENT/DEVICE- Burn-Device 

EQUIPMENT/DEVICE- Electrical Issue 

EQUIPMENT/DEVICE- Equipment Issue 

EQUIPMENT/DEVICE- Equipment misuse 

EQUIPMENT/DEVICE- Malfunction 

EQUIPMENT/DEVICE- Other 

 

Fall 

FALL-UNWITNESSES/UNKNOWN 

FALL -WITNESSED 

 

Infection 

INFECTION- Infection 

INFECTION- Isolation - Failure to Follow Protocol 

INFECTION- Other 

INFECTION- Patient Exposure - Blood/Body Fluid 

INFECTION- Patient Exposure - Communicable Disease 

INFECTION- Patient Exposure - Other Contaminated Material 

INFECTION- Patient Exposure - Sharps Issue 

INFECTION- Sterilization/Disinfection Issue 
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IV/Vascular Access  

IV/VASCULAR ACCESS- Infiltration/Extravasation 

IV/VASCULAR ACCESS- Other 

IV/VASULAR ACCESS- Site Infection 

 

Lab/Specimen  

LAB/SPECIMEN- Irretrievable lost specimen 

LAB/SPECIMEN- Labeling Issue 

LAB/SPECIMEN- Ordering Issue 

LAB/SPECIMEN- Other 

LAB/SPECIMEN- Reporting Issue - Critical Value Not Called 

LAB/SPECIMEN- Specimen Processing Issue 

 

Maternal/Childbirth  

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Complication Intra-op - Maternal 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Complication Post-op - Maternal 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Delay/Difficulty with neonatal resuscitation 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Event r/t assessment/response of fetal heart tracing 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Failed Instrument Delivery (vacuum and/or forceps) 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Foreign object retained 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Magnesium Toxicity 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Maternal - Death 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Maternal – Infection 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Maternal - Injury to Body Part or Organ 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Neonatal - Cord Prolapse 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Neonatal - Infection 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Neonatal - Seizure w/in 1st 24hrs of birth 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Neonatal - Shoulder dystocia 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Neonatal/Fetal - Death 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Neonate - Injury to body part or organ 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Other 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Post-Partum Hemorrhage 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Post-Partum Hemorrhage d/t abruption 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Post-Partum Hemorrhage with unplanned hysterectomy 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Pulmonary Embolism/Amniotic fluid 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Unexpected Transfer to ICU/NICU 

MATERNAL/CHILDBIRTH- Uterine Rupture during VBAC 
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Medication/Fluid 

MEDICATION/FLUID- Adverse Drug Reaction 

MEDICATION/FLUID- Contraindicated 

MEDICATION/FLUID- Dose - Incorrect 

MEDICATION/FLUID- Drug - Incorrect 

MEDICATION/FLUID- Drug - not ordered 

MEDICATION/FLUID- Other 

MEDICATION/FLUID- Patient - Incorrect 

MEDICATION/FLUID- Route - Incorrect 

MEDICATION/FLUID- Strength/Concentration Issue 

MEDICATION/FLUID- Timing -Incorrect 

  

Patient ID/Consent 

PATIENT ID/CONSENT-Documentation issue 

PATIENT ID/CONSENT- Other 

PATIENT ID/CONSENT- Consent issue 

PATIENT ID/CONSENT-DNR issue 

  

Patient Protection 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Abduction 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Abuse - Other 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Abuse - Physical 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Abuse - Sexual 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Death of injury during elopement 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Death or injury during patient restraint or seclusion 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Elopement 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Homicide after discharge 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Inappropriate Discharge or Release 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Inappropriate sexual behavior 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Other 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Restraint related - Head injury 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Restraint related - non-head injury 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Self-Harm 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Suicide 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Suicide after discharge 

PATIENT PROTECTION- Unintentional overdose 
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Professional Conduct 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT- Inappropriate behavior by a physician 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT- Inappropriate behavior by an employee (non-physician) 

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT- Other  

 

Provisions of Care 

PROVISION OF CARE- Burn injury 

PROVISION OF CARE- Dietary Issue 

PROVISION OF CARE- Electric Shock to Patient 

PROVISION OF CARE- Left Against Medical Advice 

PROVISION OF CARE- Left Without Being Seen 

PROVISION OF CARE- Other 

PROVISION OF CARE- Patient Death (Unexpected) 

PROVISION OF CARE- Referral Issue 

PROVISION OF CARE-Information Technology Issue 

PROVISION OF CARE- Unanticipated transfer to higher level of care 

 

Radiation 

RADIATION- Brachytherapy 

RADIATION- External Beam Radiotherapy 

RADIATION- Other 

RADIATION- Radiation Equipment Event 

Radiology/Imaging 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Contrast - Administered when not indicated 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Contrast - Allergic Reaction 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Contrast – Extravasation 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Contrast - Patient Incorrect 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Equipment Issue 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Image – Destroyed/Lost 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Image – Mislabeled/Incorrect 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- MRI Safety Issue 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Other 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Results - Incorrect Reading 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Results not communicated 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Test - Ordered, Not Performed 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Test - Wrong Patient 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Test - Wrong Procedure 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Test - Wrong Ste or Side  

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Test - Wrong Test 

RADIOLOGY/IMAGING- Unanticipated Radiation Exposure 
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Skin/Tissue 

SKIN/TISSUE- Burn 

SKIN/TISSUE- Friction/Shear 

SKIN/TISSUE- Laceration 

SKIN/TISSUE- Other 

SKIN/TISSUE- Phlebitis 

SKIN/TISSUE- Pressure Injury 

SKIN/TISSUE- Puncture 

SKIN/TISSUE- Skin Tear/Cut 

SKIN/TISSUE- Wound 

 

Surgery/Procedure 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Burn 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Cardiopulmonary event - Intra-Op 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Cardiopulmonary event - Post-Op 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Complication - Intra-Op 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Complication - Post-Op 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Contamination 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Delay in OR 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Foreign Object Retained 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Implant Issue 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Irretrievable lost specimen 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Loss/Impairment of limb or eye 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Neurological event - Intra-Op 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Neurological event - Post-Op 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- OR Fire 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Other 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Surgical site infection 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Unexpected return to the OR 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Wrong patient 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Wrong procedure 

SURGERY/PROCEDURE- Wrong site or side 

 

Tube/Drain 

TUBE/DRAIN- Dislodgement 

TUBE/DRAIN- Other 

TUBE/DRAIN- Perforation 

TUBE/DRAIN- Site Infection 

TUBE/DRAIN- Wrong Insertion Location 

TUBE/DRAIN- Circulation Impeded 


