


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW APPEALS
			
STANDING ORDER 25-01:
Medical and Technical Evidence
This Standing Order governs practice before the Division of Administrative Law Appeals, General Jurisdiction Unit[footnoteRef:1], and is intended to promote the fair, efficient and timely resolution of cases involving medical or technical evidence. [1:  This Standing Order does not apply to the Bureau of Special Education Appeals.
] 

Consistent with G.L. c. 30A, § 11(4), and 801 CMR 1.01, magistrates must base their findings and conclusions on the evidence contained in the record.  This requirement applies to equally the meaning of specialized terminology and the validity of medical and technical principles.  
Accordingly:  
(a) Stipulations.
Whenever practicable, the parties shall stipulate to the meaning of medical and technical terms and to medical and technical principles.

(b) Evidence Required in the Absence of Stipulation.   In the absence of a stipulation:
1. A party seeking to rely on a medical or technical term bears the burden of establishing the meaning of the term through evidence admitted into the record.
2. A party seeking to rely on a medical or technical principle bears the burden of providing a sufficient evidentiary foundation for that principle.
3. Evidence offered for these purposes shall comply with G.L. c. 30A, § 11(2), and 801 CMR 1.01 and may include expert opinion, authenticated documents, or other reliable and probative evidence customarily relied upon in administrative proceedings.

This Standing Order should be read in conjunction with Standing Order 25-02, which addresses the presentation and use of voluminous documents.

Dated: December 19, 2025   			Natalie S. Monroe			
							Natalie S. Monroe
							Chief Administrative Magistrate
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