COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW APPEALS

STANDING ORDER 25-02:
Voluminous Documentary Evidence
This Standing Order governs practice before the Division of Administrative Law Appeals, General Jurisdiction Unit[footnoteRef:1], and is intended to promote the fair, efficient and timely resolution of cases involving voluminous evidence.  This Standing Order applies unless the magistrate provides different instructions in a particular case. [1:  This Standing Order does not apply to the Bureau of Special Education Appeals.
] 

Consistent with G.L. c. 30A, § 11(4), and 801 CMR 1.01, magistrates must base their findings and conclusions on the evidence contained in the record.  Each party is responsible for presenting evidence to support their claims and defenses and for clearly explaining the relevance of that evidence to the facts in dispute.  A party’s failure to connect documentary evidence to the facts in dispute may result in the evidence being excluded or afforded little or no weight.  Furthermore, the submission of irrelevant documents may impede the efficient resolution of a case.  
Accordingly:
(a) Relevance of Documents.
Parties are reminded to submit only documents that are legally relevant to the issues in dispute.

(b) Citations to Lengthy Exhibits.
When citing to a proposed or admitted exhibit that exceeds five (5) pages, the party must identify the relevant portion(s) of the exhibit by page number.

(c) Limiting Voluminous Submissions.
1. Before submitting a document that exceeds thirty (30) pages, the party shall consider whether the entire document is necessary and shall confer with the opposing party about whether the relevant facts may be established through excerpts. 
2. If the parties do not agree on which excerpts to submit, the entire document shall be submitted.
3. If only a portion of a document is submitted, the magistrate may subsequently require submission of the complete document.


(d) Hard Copies of Lengthy Exhibits.
If an exhibit is longer than twenty (20) pages, the party shall file a hard copy with DALA.

This Standing Order should be read in conjunction with Standing Order 25-01, which sets forth requirements for the presentation of medical and technical evidence.  


Dated: December 19, 2025   			Natalie S. Monroe			
							Natalie S. Monroe
							Chief Administrative Magistrate
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