State Plan and Interagency Relations Committee
State Rehabilitation Council (SRC)
Meeting Minutes
April 16th, 2025  11:00 – 12:30 pm ET
Attendees:
· State Plan Committee SRC Members: Joe Bellil (Committee Chair), Naomi Goldberg (Client Assistance Program – CAP)
· Other SRC Members: Heather Wood (SRC Chair)
· Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (MRC) Staff: Graham Porell, Amy Karr
· Other individuals present: Milo Plass (CAP), Bonnie H.
· Absent SRC Members: Steve LaMaster
Please note: This meeting was held remotely.
The meeting was called to order at 11:05 AM.
1. Welcome and Introductions
Mr. Bellil called on the attendees, and they introduced themselves.
2. Opportunity to share any diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility thoughts and ideas
Mr. Bellil shared the link to the state employee diversity dashboard, which shows that 4.2% of state employees identify as having a disability:
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/state-employee-diversity-dashboard
3. Approval of minutes
The August 2024 and December 2024 State Plan Committee meeting minutes were approved with no corrections.
4. Any updates/comments regarding the SRC FY25 Recommendations
There were no updates or comments about the current recommendations.
5. MassAbility’s current priorities:
These are directly from Kate Biebel:
· Taking lessons and best practices from NextGen Careers (18-30 year olds, Black/LatinX focus, STEM jobs) and integrating into field Career Services, to best serve young adults.
· Enhancing Business Relations, with an emphasis on strengthening relationships with employers.
· Ms. Biebel also mentioned that at each September Quarterly meeting MassAbility will let the SRC know its priorities for the upcoming fiscal year.
· Considering MassAbility’s limited resources, the SRC probably does not want to submit many recommendations that are not tied in with MassAbility’s priorities.
· Comments about the priorities:
· Ms. Goldberg commented that the recommendation that CAP has already submitted about creating fact sheets does not seem to align with MassAbility’s two priorities. However, it would save time for career services participants and staff if the participants understand the process. It does tie into what CAP and the Ombuds see; many participants do not have a good sense about what should be happening. Mr. Bellil pointed out that just because a recommendation is not in line with the priorities does not mean it cannot be submitted. The SRC should submit what we believe in, especially when it reflects issues that are occurring.
· MassAbility job placement staff do not make connections with Commonwealth hiring managers. Ms. Goldberg receives resumes of MassAbility participants when she is hiring for a job, but no phone calls from MassAbility staff asking about the position to try to match candidates to the position. CAP will be submitting another recommendation regarding this.
6. Review the schedule for SRC FY26 Recommendations
· Mr. LaMaster will be meeting with Commissioner Wolf and then send his recommendations to Mr. Bellil.
· There was a delay in posting the request for recommendations/feedback, but it is now posted on social media.
· Mr. Bellil suggests waiting until the end of April to close off the receipt of recommendations. However, if a great recommendation is received in May, it could be considered. No one had any issues with that suggestion.
· Mr. Bellil suggested that the State Plan Committee meets again in the second week of May, which will give us time to have a better understanding of where things are at. The committee will meet on May 7th at 11:00 am. At that meeting we will review the recommendations and decide which will be sent to MassAbility for review. Then at the June Executive Committee meeting there will be a decision about which recommendations will go to the June Quarterly meeting.
7. Next steps for getting FY26 Recommendations- MassAbility’s newsletter
· The request for recommendations or feedback had not been sent out in MassAbility’s spring newsletter because the person responsible for that left. However, the request has been posted on Facebook and other social media. The requests direct any recommendations or feedback to be sent to the SRC mailbox.
· Mr. LaMaster/the Business, Employment and Opportunity Committee; Ms. Goldberg/CAP; and Chair Wood/the Consumer Satisfaction Needs Assessment Committee will be sending some recommendations.
8. Other input from committee members
· There was no other input from committee members.
As decided above, the next State Plan committee is scheduled for May 7th at 11:00 AM. There is a good chance we will review recommendations at that meeting.
9. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 am.
Page 1 of 3
