State Plan and Interagency Relations Committee
State Rehabilitation Counsil
Meeting Minutes
February 19, 2025  11:00 – 12:30 pm ET
Attendees:
· State Rehabilitation Council (SRC) Members: Joe Bellil (Committee Chair), Naomi Goldberg (Client Assistance Program – CAP), Heather Wood
· Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (MRC) Staff: William Noone, Joan Phillips, Amy Karr
· Other individuals present: Milo Plass (CAP)
· Absent SRC members: Dawn Clark, Steve LaMaster
Please note: This meeting was held remotely.
The meeting was called to order at 11:04 AM.
Welcome and Introductions
Mr. Bellil called on the attendees, and they introduced themselves.
Opportunity to share any diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility thoughts and ideas
February is Black History Month. Mr. Bellil shared the following link in the chat that discusses eight influential black Americans with disabilities.
https://www.kit.org/black-history-month-8-influential-black-americans-with-disabilities/?fbclid=IwY2xjawIZoM5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHfzlewuAkWluAt0AXinq-JCC6BpiWj9X-OAa4HqgWXVOkvkDGlnGPtU8FA_aem_n3U7zAn-PFpDiOn-6PcpUQ
Approval of minutes
No minutes were approved at this meeting.
Any updates/comments regarding the SRC FY25 Recommendations
Mr. LaMaster was not present, so there were no comments or updates regarding the recommendations from the Business, Employment and Opportunity (BEO) committee.
He did note that the recommendation about the SRC changing its committee structure, FY25‑1, is currently on hold. This was discussed at the February Executive Committee meeting. Mr. Bellil will check to see if there are any updates regarding FY25‑2, about MassAbility providing an overview of its diversity, equity, inclusion and accessibility (DEIA) work to the SRC, and possibly partnering with the SRC in areas such as reviewing the vocational rehabilitation (VR) training modules that are being developed.
There were no comments or updates regarding the other SRC FY25 recommendations.
Updates on SRC Annual Report
The Annual Report is posted on the website at https://www.mass.gov/info-details/src-annual-reports  
Review the Draft Schedule and Tasks for State Plan and Annual Reports and guidelines for State Plan recommendations - FY26
· Mr. Bellil shared the schedule document. (See SRC State Plan Committee- Schedule for State Plan and Annual Reports draft 2-19-25.docx.)
· The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) State Plan is submitted every four years. Massachusetts will next submit this March 2028. The updates are submitted every two years, and we will begin that process in September 2025. Usually in January or February of 2026 there will be public hearings where people can give input about the State Plan.
· Mr. Bellil reviewed the detailed SRC recommendation timeline, which is a bit different from previous years. The SRC and MassAbility have talking about having MassAbility looking at the recommendations and providing comments before the SRC votes on them at the June Quarterly meeting. This will give committees and others creating recommendations a little less time to create recommendations.
Next steps for getting FY26 Recommendations- MassAbility’s newsletter
For the past two years, the MassAbility newsletter has included a request for people to submit recommendations about MassAbility. Last year this went out in the Spring newsletter.
Mr. Bellil was told he should reach out to Cindy Walker regarding placing the request in the newsletter this year. Mr. Bellil thinks that maybe MassAbility used social media to put out a recommendation request in the past.
Perhaps the CAP/Ombuds presentation scheduled for the March Quarterly meeting will help stimulate some recommendation ideas. Ms. Goldberg said that CAP will be submitting a recommendation this year.
He’ll bring it up at March Executive and Quarterly meetings. He’s keeping in mind new information 
At the next State Plan committee meeting, there is a good chance that we will be reviewing FY26 recommendations.
Other input from committee members
There were no comments or other input from committee members.
The next State Plan committee is scheduled for April 16th at 11:00 AM.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 am.
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