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(J What are Proposition 2 ¥ Ballot Questions?

J What are the different types of Ballot Questions?

(J What happens with the tax rate if vote results are not entered into Gateway?
(J What information is required for vote submission?

J How do clerks enter Proposition 2 % ballot vote results into Gateway?

] Additional resources
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What is Proposition 2 %5?

J Proposition 2 ¥ refers to a Massachusetts law that
limits the amount of property tax revenue a city/town
may raise to fund municipal and school operations

[ This property tax revenue limitation is called the
Annual Levy Limit

 Proposition 2 % limits how much the Annual Levy Limit
can be increased from year-to-year

 Proposition 2 ¥ allows a city/town to increase/reduce

its Annual Levy Limit, if approved by voters
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What are Proposition 2 % ballot questions?

Definition:
[ Allow a city/town to increase/reduce its Annual Levy Limit, if approved by voters

Purpose:

[ Give voters direct control over significant tax increases or reductions

J Address budget needs, fund capital improvements, or reduce tax burdens
Process:

J Questions are placed on the ballot by majority vote of the selectboard or city council

d Majority voter approval is required for the tax increases or reductions to take effect
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What are the different types of Ballot Questions?

1 Overrides — permanently increase the annual levy limit for operating costs
] Stabilization Fund Override — an increase to the annual levy limit to fund a special
purpose stabilization fund
(1 Underrides — permanently decrease the annual levy limit
J Exclusions — temporarily increases tax revenue beyond the annual levy limit
1 Debt Exclusions — funds borrowing costs (for the life of the debt service) for
specific projects

J Capital Expenditure Exclusions — funds capital projects within a single fiscal year
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What are the different types of Ballot Questions? - Overrides

Definition:

1 An override is a vote to permanently increase the community’s property tax annual levy limit
beyond the 2 2% annual increase allowed by Proposition 2 %

1 This increase becomes part of the tax base for calculating the current and future fiscal years’

annual levy limits

Purpose:

d Used to raise additional funds for recurring expenses, such as budgets for schools, police, fire or
other general operating costs.

J Helps to maintain or expand public services that are underfunded within the existing budget

constraints
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What are the different types of Ballot Questions? - Stabilization Fund Override

Definition:

A stabilization fund override is a vote to temporarily increase the community’s annual levy limit beyond the
2 2% allowed by Proposition 2 %

 This increase does not become part of the base for calculating future levy calculations

1 Funding beyond the initial fiscal year requires approval from the city council/select board

Purpose:

A stabilization fund override provides a dedicated funding source to fund stabilization funds, that will:
O Build or augment reserves
O Provide financial preparedness

O Support long term planning
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What are the different types of Ballot Questions? - Underrides

Definition:

1 An underride is a vote to permanently decrease the community’s property
tax annual levy limit

[ This reduction becomes part of the tax base for calculating the current and

future fiscal years’ annual levy limits

Purpose:

1 Used to reduce the tax burden on property owners by limiting the amount
of revenue the municipality can collect

[ Often pursued when there is a desire to curtail government spending or

when the community believes it can meet its needs with less tax revenue
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What are the different types of Ballot Questions? - Debt Exclusions

Definition:

d A debt exclusion allows a community to raise property taxes above the annual levy limit
and levy ceiling to pay for debt service (principal and interest) on a specific project

[ The increase is temporary and only lasts until the debt service associated with the

project is fully paid off

Purpose:

[ Used to fund large capital projects, such as building a new school, fire station, or other
significant infrastructure improvements

O Allows the community to finance these projects without permanently increasing the

annual levy limit
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What are the different types of Ballot Questions? - Capital Expenditure Exclusions

Definition:
O A capital expenditure exclusion allows a community to raise property taxes above the annual
levy limit and levy ceiling for a specific fiscal year to fund capital projects

O The increase is temporary and applies only to the fiscal year specified in the ballot question

Purpose:

1 Used to fund one-time capital expenditures, such as equipment purchases, building repairs,
or other non-recurring projects

 Provides a way to address immediate capital needs without permanently increasing the

annual levy limit



Proposition 2 2 Ballot Vote Results

What happens with the tax rate if vote results are not entered into Gateway?

J When the ballot vote is accurately entered into Gateway by the
City/Town Clerk, it ensures that the impact of the vote is
reflected on the Levy Limit calculation form. This proactive step
guarantees that the community stays within its annual levy limit,

enabling a smooth tax rate setting process.

 If the vote is not promptly entered into Gateway, the

community may face delays in setting its tax rate.
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What information is required for vote results submission?
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How do clerks enter Proposition 2 % ballot votes into Gateway?

® Loginto Gateway: https://dlsgateway.dor.state.ma.us/gateway

® Proposition 2 % votes are under the Taxrate Tab, Tax Rate Finance section

Welcome to

Massachusetts Division of Local Services Gate

DLS Gateway offers local officials an immediate way to enter
data and verify submission status across all the regulatory
review programs administered by Division of Local Services. The

following online services are currently available:

CLOGIN

Enter your User Name and Password.

(User Name [ﬁ]

Password
\

Password is case-sensitive

Forgot password?
Forgot user name?

(

The five possible types of votes that you need to

~N

Tracking Certification
Help Mode

I+ Tax Rate - Assessments
I=I Tax Rate - Finance
A-1 Offset Receipts
A-2 Enterprise Funds
A-4 CPF
B-1 Free Cash
B-2 Other Funds
OL-1 Overlay
DE-1
Tax Title
Levy Limit
LA-5 Options & Certification
Letter in Lieu of Balance Sheet
Tax Rate Recap
Tax Rate Page 3 Support
Tax Rate Checklist
Pro Forma Recap
Pro Forma Page 3 Support
Votes - Debt Exclusion

Votes - Qverride

enter are all located here.

Votes -
Votes -
Votes -

Underride
Capital Exclusion
Stabilization Fund



https://dlsgateway.dor.state.ma.us/gateway
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How do clerks enter Proposition 2 % ballot votes into Gateway? - Debt Exclusion

Only enter information in this form if you had a Debt Exclusion

ballot vote Vote - Debt Exclusion

Feport Debt Exclusion Vota(s)

v
1. Navigate to the ”Votes — Debt Exclusion" screen ﬂ‘u‘CITE_I]III! | Prior year taxrate set. Both WIN and LOSS votes can be entered edited
. . . Skatus: FORM APPROVED Unlock for DLS  Unlock for Community
2. Enter requested Informatlon. surisdiction (NS 7 —— v| &
Vote Taken Date, Win/Loss, Yes/No Count, Purpose of
Seatus |Del| Vote Taken Date | Win/Loss | Yes Count Mo Count Purpose of Vote Department Hame Applicable FY
Vote, Department Name Artached | ) | 03/01/1983 WIN 1430 €05 | SEWER PUELIC WORKS AND FACILITIES [ 1990
3. Upload the specimen ballot and results perached O | loajou/19ee = = )| Ehae el —
. . . . Auached 11/08/15€8 WIN 3430 2755 | construct sewer lines in all non-sew area PUBLIC WORKS AND FACILITIES 2000
4- Upload C|ty COUﬂClI/TOWﬂ Meet|ng vote apprOVIHg the Attached 06/11/2016 WIN 1050 965 | Bonds to pay for road repair, reconstruction and ms | GENERAL GOVERNMENT 2018
issuance Of debt 12/07/2019 WIN &0 513 | Bonds for new [ S SCHOOL v 2021
04/08/2023 LDss TEE 505 | Rockland Fire Station PUBLIC SAFETY v [2024

5. To add signature, click the clerk signature checkbox
6. Click Save

7. Click Submit R S S S P —
Comments.

Deleting Votes — only delete votes you entered in error, do N |20 Commantey Acrnasile |
not delete any existing votes — if in doubt contact DLS —

Gateway support.

urrent Documents

Is Community .
— Visible —

signatures
Clerk
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How do clerks enter Proposition 2 % ballot votes into Gateway? - Override

Only enter information in this form if you had an Vote - Override
Override ballot vote. Report Override Vote(s)
v

ﬂVOTE_[]C-l | Final Tax Rate set. Only LOSS votes can be entered/ edited

1. Navigate to the “Votes — Override” screen
. . Status: FORM APPROVED Unlock for DLS  Unlock for Community
2. Enter requested information:
]
Vote Taken Date, Win/Loss, Yes/No Count, Jurisdiction N <) Fiscal Year [ 2075 v
Purpose of Vote, Department Name, Amount

. Vote Taken Date | WinfLoss | Yes Count No Count Purpose of Vot Department Name Applicable FY| Amount Pyramid Vote
Approved' Pyramld VOte 06/27/2024 LOSS 224 256 | Human Resource Coordinator GENERAL GOVERNMENT ~w | 2025 113,158 | N v
3. For most entries pyramid vote will be “N”, but if
you community voted the override as pyramid or showing 1to 1 of 1 entries

tier then you would switch to “Y”
4. Upload the specimen ballot, results, and related

Clerk certified copy of the specimen ballot and results are required for submission.

. . . . Comments
council/town meeting appropriation
. . . Comments Is Community Accessible
5. To add signature, click the clerk signature checkbox  |uo comments to sy,
6' CIICk Save Current Documents
7. C||Ck Smelt Name IsC‘or?;im:nity Action
€ Town Clerk Votes-2024 Special Town Election & Ballot ’Delete] lAdd Eannenl

Deleting Votes — only delete votes you entered in
Signatures

error, do not delete any existing votes — if in doubt Clerk
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How do clerks enter Proposition 2 % ballot votes into Gateway? - Underride

Only enter information in this form if you had an
Underride ballot vote.

1. Navigate to the “Votes — Underride” screen

2. Enter requested information:
Vote Taken Date, Win/Loss, Yes/No Count,
Purpose of Vote, Department Name, Amount
Approved, Pyramid Vote

Enter Underride amount as a negative.

For most entries pyramid vote will be “N”, but if

you community voted the override as pyramid or

tier then you would switch to “Y”

Upload the specimen ballot and results

To add signature, click the clerk signature checkbox

Click Save

Click Submit

> W

® N oW

Deleting Votes — only delete votes you entered in
error, do not delete any existing votes — if in doubt
contact DLS Gateway support.

Votes - Underride

Report Underride Vote(s)

v

ﬂVOTE_[]C-l | Final Tax Rate set. Only LOSS votes can be entered/ edited

Status: FORM APPROVED

|
Jurisdiction | (NG

L

Unlock for DLS

Fiscal Year 2025

Unlock for Community

‘@

Vote Taken Date
03/04/2021

Win/ Loss
WIN

Yes Count
262

No Count
22

Purpose of Vote

reduce the amount of RE and PP

Department Name
GENERAL GOVERN

Applicable FY
2022

Amount

97,763

Pyramid Vote

N v

Showing 1to 1 of 1 entries

Clerk certified copy of the specimen ballot and results are required for submission.

Comments

Comments
No comments to display.

Is Community Accessible

Current Documents

Name

O Town Clerk Votes-2024 Special Town Election & Ballot

Is Community
Visible

Action

’Delete] lAdd Comment

Signatures
Clerk

___________________________________________U
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How do clerks enter Proposition 2 % ballot votes into Gateway? — Capital Exclusion

Only enter information in this form if you had a Votes - Capital Exclusion
Capital Exclusion ballot vote. Report Capital Exclusion Vote(s)
v

1. Navigate to the “Votes — Ca p|ta| Exclusion” screen @) vOTE_002 | Prior year taxrate set. Both WIN and LOSS votes can be entered/edited
2. Enter requested information: Status: FORM APPROVED Unlock for DLS  Unlock for Community

Vote Taken Date, Win/Loss, Yes/No Count, (I

Purpose of Vote, Department Name, Amount  Jurisdiction NS v | Fiscal Year | 2025 v

Appr‘oved Vote Taken Date | Win/Loss | Yes Count | No Count Purpose of Vote Department Name Applicable FY| Amount
3 Upload the specimen ballot. results. and related 04/11/2024 WIN v 425 130 | Purchase parcel of land GENERAL GOVERNMENT v | 2025 1,550,000

. ? ’

council/town meeting appropriation
4. To add signature, click the clerk signature checkbox

5' CIICk Save Comments Is Community Accessible
6. Click Submit No comments to display.

Clerk certified copy of the specimen ballot and results are required for submission.

Comments

. . Current Documents
Deleting Votes — only delete votes you entered in

. . ep . Name LTI Action
error, do not delete any existing votes — if in doubt visible
Oscan0229 lDeIetel [.ﬂudd Commentl
contact DLS Gateway support.
O B ) Ex Email O lDeIetel [A,dd Commentl
Signatures
Clerk
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How do clerks enter Proposition 2 % ballot votes into Gateway? — Stabilization Fund

Only enter information in this form if you had a
Stabilization Fund ballot vote.

1. Navigate to the “Votes — Stabilization Fund” screen
2. Enter requested information:
Vote Taken Date, Win/Loss, Yes/No Count,
Purpose of Vote, Department Name,
Amount Approved
3. Upload for:
 NEW: specimen ballot, results, council/town
meeting appropriation and vote to
create fund
 EXISTING: Council, selectboard vote to
fund account
4. To add signature, click the clerk signature checkbox
5. Click Save
6. Click Submit

Deleting Votes — only delete votes you entered in
error, do not delete any existing votes — if in doubt
eentact DLS Gateway support.

Votes - Stabilization Fund
Report Stabilization Fund Override

v

0VOTE_£]D2 | Prior year taxrate set. Both WIN and LOSS votes can be entered/edited

| status: FORM APPROVED) Unlock for DLS  Unlock for Community
]
Jurisdiction [ NEGINGNGEG v Fiscal Year 2025 w

Vote Taken Date | Win/Loss | Yes Count No Count Purpose of Vote

06/19/2008 WIN 125 85 | funding equipment and stabilization fund

Department Name

GEMERAL GOVERNMENT

Applicable
FY

2025

Amount

268,976

Showing 1 to 1 of 1 entries

Clerk certified copy of the specimen ballot and results are required for submission.

Comments

Comments Is Community Accessible

Mo comments to display.

Current Documents

Is Community

Name Visible Action
O CapstabFrzsvote [Delete] ’Add Commentl
Signatures
Clerk
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Additional resources

(] DLS Gateway Support: dlsgateway@dor.state.ma.us

[ Proposition 2 % Ballot Questions Requirements and Procedures

[ Levy Limits: A Primer on Proposition 2 %

[ Proposition 2/1/2 video series:

What is Proposition 2 1/2?
Levy Building Blocks

Prop 2 1/2

by Massachusetts Division of Local Services

Playlist - 9 videos - 2,543 543 views

p Playall By b=



mailto:dlsgateway@dor.state.ma.us
https://www.mass.gov/doc/proposition-2-12-ballot-question-requirement-and-procedure/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/levy-limits-a-primer-on-proposition-2-12-0/download
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWDTtSs7wOIlM3_6oschrXyP8ClyFoKv8
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWDTtSs7wOIlM3_6oschrXyP8ClyFoKv8
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWDTtSs7wOIlM3_6oschrXyP8ClyFoKv8
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLWDTtSs7wOIlM3_6oschrXyP8ClyFoKv8

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19

