
Sudbury Reservoir Watershed
2021 Public Access Plan Update

Remote Public Information Meeting #2 
February 2022



Meeting Logistics
• You will have the opportunity to submit comments on 

the draft plan until March 23, 2022, at: 
– DCR Public Comments: http://www.mass.gov/dcr/public-

comment.
Note: content of comments you submit to DCR, along with your name, town, and zip code, will be 
posted on DCR's website.

• Two ways to ask questions during the meeting
– Use chat feature
– Raise your hand using the Teams function, and you will be 

given permissions to unmute and speak.
• Please note that this public information meeting will be 

recorded; the recording will be a public record.

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/public-comment


The Sudbury and Foss Reservoirs are the only emergency drinking water source supply 
for three million residents of Eastern Massachusetts.  

There are three emergency conditions that would require the use of the Sudbury and 
Foss Reservoirs:

• Wachusett Reservoir is declared non-potable.
• There is an inability to convey water from the Wachusett Reservoir to the MWRA 

distribution system.
• A serious drought occurs.

Depending on the situation, the Sudbury and Foss Reservoirs would be used either as a 
primary source of water supply, as a pass through of Wachusett Reservoir water, or as a 
supplemental source to the Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoirs 

Sudbury and Foss Reservoirs are Public Water Supply Reservoirs



Although not a primary supply, DCR views the protection 
of this resource as an important objective in its overall 
watershed management strategy



DCR DWSP ownership 2,381 acres 



The Purpose of DCR DWSP Public Access Plans 

• To establish polices and develop an implementation strategy that controls the 
impacts to water quality from human activities on Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, Division of Water Supply Protection lands

• The federal Safe Drinking Water Act and Amendments, state drinking water 
regulations, and the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s Watershed 
Protection Regulations (313 CMR 11.00) require that public access on drinking water 
supply lands must be managed to minimize the risk of waterborne disease and to 
control other human impacts.  

• The primary function of these water supply lands is to protect and provide high 
quality drinking water for current and future generations.  

• DCR public access plans detail management decision rationale and outline programs 
used to control access to these lands and waters.



The first Sudbury Public Access Plan was written in 1994 and
subsequent updates were completed in 2002 and 2010.  

DWSP Public Access Plans are reviewed and updated approximately 
every 10 years on a rotating  watershed basis.

The review takes into consideration new recreational activities, 
staff observation of current impacts and updated research.



Existing resource management areas             2022 revised resource management areas



2022 Major Policy Changes

• Access expanded in areas closer to the Sudbury Dam (off Route 30)
• This area includes the “Peninsula Trail” which will be created 

through an agreement with Southboro Trails Committee and 
MWRA. No dogs or bikes allowed.

• Lands surrounding Foss Reservoir to be opened for passive 
recreation. 

• Hunting allowed- with restrictions.

• Inclusion of the prohibition on “magnet fishing”.



Access will be allowed on future
connecting trail segment with approved
agreements in place.



No public access in posted areas and
on MWRA aqueduct. 







Sudbury Public Access Plan Timeline

Fall 2019: Sudbury Reservoir Watershed Public Access Survey data collected

Plan activities put on hold due to Covid-19

September 2021: Public Listening Session held via remote platform

Fall 2021: Writing of Draft Plan and distribution to stakeholders/public for review

Tonight: Public Meeting on Draft Public Access Plan

Up to March 23rd: Comments accepted on plan

After March 23rd: Plan revisions (if needed)

Spring 2022: Plan finalized and adopted

Remainder 2022: Field Changes such as signage changes implemented 



Additional Information
• Recording and tonight’s slide deck will be available at:

• www.mass.gov/dcr/past-public-meetings

• If you have comments on this project: 
• Submit online: www.mass.gov/dcr/public-comment
• Deadline: Wednesday, March 23, 2022

Please note: the contents of comments submitted to DCR, including your name, town and zip code, will be posted on DCR’s website. Additional contact 
information provided, notably email address, will only be used for outreach on future updates to the subject project or property.

• If you wish to subscribe to a DCR general information or project-
related listserv: contact DCR’s Office of Community Relations via email at mass.parks@mass.gov

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/past-public-meetings
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/public-comment
mailto:mass.parks@mass.gov


Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Governor 
Charles D. Baker

Lieutenant Governor 
Karyn E. Polito

Energy and Environmental Secretary 
Kathleen A. Theoharides

Department of Conservation and Recreation Acting Commissioner
Stephanie Cooper



Questions and Comments?      
Please state name, address and affiliation, if any.  
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