BE SAFE OUT THERE

Summer is a time for fun and leisure activities.  As we all take advantage of warm weather and extended daylight hours, many recreational day trips are planned. Drivers, especially those transporting individuals with disabilities should make an extra effort to keep vehicles in good repair and gas tanks at least ½ full at all times to avoid emergencies. 

Here are some helpful tips when out on the road:

“The breakdown lane may be a safer place than the travel lane of a road”, “but it is not a safe place to be”, so writes Massachusetts State Police Major Kevin Kelly in a recent American Automobile Association newsletter. In the event that the unexpected happens, Major Kelly recommends:

· Pulling over as far to the right as possible, away from the travel lane

· If possible, pick a spot highly visible to oncoming traffic, NOT just over the crest of a hill, or on a blind curve.  It may be safer to pull on to the grass.

· Park in a spot which allows room to get out, not on an overpass or bridge.

·  If the breakdown is at night, stay in the vehicle under a streetlight
· Put on your hazard lights and only if it is safe to do so, put up your hood. This signals to others your distress

· Use your cell phone and call 911 for any roadside emergency.

· One driver and one individual could probably safely exit the vehicle and stay behind a guardrail or on the grass away from the vehicle

· When one driver is transporting more than one individual it is usually safer to stay in the vehicle with seatbelts buckled, hazard lights on and  hood elevated

· On any road or highway, know when a “breakdown” lane is an active travel lane. In the Boston area, during the morning and evening commuter rush  Routes 3, 93 , 95 and 128, allow breakdown travel.  Posted signs show the hours

      If it is hot sunny day, remember to open the windows. If the windows do not open, open the doors on the side of the vehicle away from the traffic (usually the right side)


IMPORTANT!


Never, never leave an individual attended or unattended in a vehicle in hot weather!








