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MBTA Awards Major Construction Contracts for South Coast Ra||

The MBTA has awarded two major contracts that
signal the beginning of Phase 1 construction of
South Coast Rail (SCR). On May 11, the MBTA's
Fiscal and Management Control Board (FMCB)
approved a nearly $159 million contract with Skanska
DW White )V to build the Fall River Secondary,

the first major construction package. On August
24, the FMCB approved the award of a $403.5
million construction package to SCR Constructors
to build the New Bedford Main Line and the
Middleborough Secondary, along with the signal
and communications systems for the entire line.
When complete in late 2023, Phase 1 will connect
southeastern Massachusetts and Boston, providing
riders with a one-seat trip from Taunton, Fall River,
and New Bedford to Boston.

Elements of the Contracts

Fall River Secondary

The Fall River Secondary joint venture contractor,
Skanska DW White, will build two new Commuter Rail
stations in Freetown and Fall River. The new Freetown
Station and Fall River Depot Station will include
accessible high-level side platforms. Amenities
include a drop-off area and bicycle parking. Freetown
will feature 107 parking spaces and Fall River Depot
will have 220. Freetown access will be from South
Main Street. Both stations will offer designated
accessible parking and parking for electric vehicles.

The contract package also includes a layover facility
for train storage in Fall River at Weaver’s Cove.

The layover provides six tracks where trains will be
stored before beginning service and after ending
service each day. Vehicles will be cleaned daily at
the layover, with maintenance taking place at other
MBTA facilities. The secure site will also have an
1,800-square-foot crew building and parking

areas for employees.
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The Fall River Secondary contract also includes
upgrades to twelve miles of track, including new rail,
ballast and ties and installing vibration mitigation
where necessary. The contract will rebuild eight
railroad bridges in Lakeville, Freetown and Fall River,
one under-grade bridge, ten grade crossings, four
interlockings, ten culverts, and preparations for
systems infrastructure.

The MBTA has obtained all required permits to begin
construction, which is expected to take 30 months
and be completed by the end of 2022.

New Bedford Main Line/Middleborough Secondary
With the August 24 contract awarded to SCR
Constructors, mobilization for work on the New
Bedford Main Line and Middleborough Secondary
will move forward. The contract for this Line was
advertised in early May 2020 and bids opened on
August 13, 2020.

This contract includes the construction of four new
stations: Middleborough, East Taunton, Church
Street (formerly North New Bedford) and New
Bedford Station. There will be a new layover facility
in New Bedford at Wamsutta Street, next to an
existing layover site. The contract includes rebuilding
more than 24 miles of track, 18 grade crossings, 14
interlockings, ten culverts, and additional systems
and infrastructure.

This package includes procuring equipment and
installing fiber optic cable, signals for the entire
right-of-way and Positive Train Control (PTC), which
is a system that helps improve train safety. This
scope provides for testing and commissioning the
entire new Phase 1 system to ready it for passenger
service. Once underway, this work is anticipated to be
accomplished in 39 months.
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A LOOk BaCk in Ti me The Station, Fall River, MA

Commuter rail service to the South Coast region is not a new idea. In the 1830s, railroad networks
began criss-crossing Massachusetts and became a popular way to travel. The South Coast was originally
connected to Boston with rail service via the Fall River Branch, the Taunton Branch and the Easton
Branch railroads, built in the mid-1800s, and ultimately operated by the Old Colony Railroad. The New
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad leased the Old Colony Railroad system beginning in 1893 and
operated successfully for decades. Look for more information on the region’s transportation history in
future fact sheet stories as the MBTA builds a system to reconnect the region.
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https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-guidelines-and-procedures-for-all-construction-sites-and-workers-at-all-public-work
https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-guidelines-and-procedures-for-all-construction-sites-and-workers-at-all-public-work
http://www.mass.gov/southcoastrail
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