




 

Fishing 
The consistent flows and cool water temperatures, along with stocked trout and natural reproduction of 
Brook Trout, mean that the Swift River Catch-and-Release Area supports a robust trout fishery 
throughout the year. Most of the area is easily accessed and wadeable, making it one of the most 
popular and busy fisheries in the Commonwealth. This fishing pressure, along with the clear water, can 
make hooking a trout a challenge. The Swift is a good place to hone your skills in spotting fish, observing 
behavior, and then coaxing large trout into biting. In general, there is more consistent fishing pressure at 
pools in the fly-fishing-only section upstream of Route 9. MassWildlife stocks a large number of 
catchable-size Rainbow and Brown Trout into the Swift River in both spring and fall. Unlike other rivers 
in Massachusetts, the Swift also receives a supplemental stocking of Rainbow Trout in mid-summer. 
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