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Did you Know?
The Department of Public Health has created a padlet with resources, videos and activities to support telehealth. 
Tips and Techniques
It is often explained what Early Intervention looks like, but we don’t always share what it doesn’t look like. This is the Massachusetts 7th Key Principles of Early Intervention with a description of what it looks like and a description of what it “doesn’t look like” because too often those practices are still being used. 

Key Principle #7
IFSP outcomes must be functional and based on the child and family’s needs, family identified priorities, and input from all members of the child’s IFSP team. This looks like: Learning about the family’s life before early intervention, their community, commitments, recreational activities, and the pressures in their family’s life. Realizing that families exist in the context of a larger community and fostering communities as resources to support IFSP outcomes and services. (Community - a MA EI Core Value). It also looks like: Writing outcomes that support active participation in community and family life and what is important to the family.
It does not look like: Assuming that eligible children receiving early intervention services should be the sole focus of the child and family’s life. It does not look like: Writing outcomes based on what the provider thinks is important or writing outcomes with jargon or professional speak. 

[image: ]Why? High quality IFSP outcomes build on the child’s motivations to learn and strengthen what is important and already happening in their daily life. The goal of IFSP outcomes is practical improvements in the child and family’s life.

The Looks Like Doesn’t Look Like document was created in two versions. One version is for the Provider/EI Specialists. The other version is for  referral sources. 

Family Engagement Tip 
Building a respectful, trusting, and reciprocal relationship is a shared responsibility of families, practitioners, organizations, and systems. This positive relationship has the individual family’s strengths and assets at its center.

Guiding Principle #3 from Strengthening Partnerships: A Framework for Prenatal through Young Adulthood on Family Engagement in Massachusetts.
For more information visit:doe.mass.edu/sfs/family-engagement-framework.pdf
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For Referral Sources and Families
What Early Intervention in Massachusetts Looks Like and Doesn't Look Like

fon Statement: Massachusetts Early Intervention is  viable system that builds.

for family members and caregivers to enhance the
infants and toddlers through individualized,
intervention embedded in everyday actvities.

Key Principle #1: Infants and toddlers develop and learn best through meaningful everyday experiences
and interactions with famillar people in familiar places.

Key Concepts of ths Looks Like:

Dossr't ook Like:

Vists are with children, their familles or caregivers, i
their natural environment e.g. home, park, childcare,
grocerystore, etc).

Working with chldren in  separate room or space I the.
home or ina separate location inthe chidcare settings.

‘Support families o engage with the child n erjoyable
learning opportunites, focusing on skillsthat need to be
developed and practiced in thei everyday routines.

Expecting caregivers and sHings o it and watch an early
Intervention session nstead of, or without, actively
partiipating.

Vists support daily activites the family does (e.g. eating
meals, bath tme, watching the garbage truck, etc).
Providers help families to dentiy times to practice skil
development with anything tha they have avallable.

Bringing toys o materias nto the home Impiying that
the professionals’toys or materials are necessary forthe
chid's progress.

Why? Research tells us that important and familar people i the childs Ife ke parents, sibings, child care providers,





