


Youth use of vaping products 

In 2017 41.1% of MA high 
school youth had ever used  
e-cigarettes. 
 
High school youth current  
use of e-cigarettes was higher 
than use of any other tobacco 
products combined 

 

 
† Use in the past 30 days  
‡ Any tobacco defined as cigarettes, cigars (including little cigars and cigarillos), and smokeless tobacco (chewing tobacco, snuff, dip) 

Current† Use of Tobacco and Vaping  
Products by MA High School Youth, 2017 

 



Younger people are more likely to use 
flavored products than adults 
 

Source: Truth Initiative, truthinitiative.org/news/flavored-tobacco-use-among-youth-and-young-adults  



Nicotine 
• Nicotine damages the developing  

adolescent brain 
• Nicotine can prime the adolescent brain for 

addiction to other substances 
• Youth who use e-cigarettes are more likely 

to become traditional cigarette smokers1 
• People who start smoking or using tobacco 

products in adolescence, smoke more and 
have a harder time quitting than people 
who start as adults2 
 

 
 

 



VAPING 101 

What do they look like? Is it just water vapor?  

Diane Knight RN 
Director 
Northeast Tobacco Free Community Partnership 
dknight@glfhc.org 
978-609-4772 
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What is vaping? 

• Inhaling/exhaling the aerosol (often called 
vapor) produced by an e-cigarette or 
similar battery-powered device 

• Called e-cigs, vape pens, e-hookahs, e-
pipes, tanks, mods, vapes, electronic 
nicotine delivery systems, or ENDS, and 
more 

• Sometimes referred to by brand names 
such as JUUL (Juuling), BO, Blue, and 
others 



Vapor vs. Aerosol 

• Produces an aerosol, NOT water vapor 
 
• Aerosol can contain harmful substances: 

– Nicotine 
– Ultrafine particles that can be inhaled deep into the lungs 
– Flavoring such as diacetyl, a chemical linked to a serious lung disease 
– Volatile organic compounds 
– Cancer-causing chemicals 
– Heavy metals such as nickel, tin, and lead 

 
 



The New Look of Nicotine Addiction 



Types of products 

Rechargeable E-cigarettes Disposable E-cigarettes 



Tank Systems Vape Pens 
 



E-liquids and E-Juices 



How it works 



Can e-cigarettes be used to vape other 
substances? 
• Yes! 
• Open systems require the user to add the e-

juice, which can be a substance other than 
nicotine.  

• Closed systems (those that use pre-filled pods) 
can also be altered to vape substances other 
than nicotine. 
 



Are e-cigarettes safe? 

• E-cigarettes are not safe for youth, young 
adults, pregnant women, or adults who do not 
currently use tobacco products (CDC) 
– Contains nicotine and other chemicals 

• More research is needed to understand the 
long-term health effects 

• Secondhand vape is also unsafe 



What is DPH doing? 

• Education and awareness campaign  
• Funded programs  

– Community Partnership programs 
– Municipal Boards of Health programs 

• FDA enforcement program 
• Collaborating with the AGO 





The New Look of Nicotine Addiction  

• Images of website, collateral materials 





Sales to Minors 
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Enforcement by MTCP-funded BOHs 



MA FDA Enforcement 

• In Massachusetts, over 8,000 FDA 
inspections are conducted each year. 

• 84 Civil Money Penalties issued in MA 
since Oct. totaling over $239,000 
– Including 8 fines of $11,182 and 11 fines of $5,591 

 
 



Recent FDA JUUL enforcement 

• FDA inspections for sales to 
minors were conducted for 
JUUL and e-cigarettes over 
summer 2018 

• 1,300 violations were found 
nationwide 

• MA had 48 sales, 43 were JUUL 



 Office of the 
Attorney General 

Illegal Tobacco Task Force Meeting  
September 26, 2018 



© 2018 Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office 

Substance Use Prevention Initiative 

An innovative initiative funded by the 
Massachusetts Office of the Attorney General 
and the GE Foundation to make substance use 
prevention education available to every public 

middle school in Massachusetts. 



© 2018 Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office 

Project Here 

Educational Toolkit 

Digital App 

Grant Program 

Evidence-based 
Curriculum 



Letter to Schools 

© 2018 Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office 

• “Over the last few years,           
e-cigarette use has increased 
900% among high school 
students in the United States.” 
 

• “Vaping one  is equivalent to 
200 puffs or one whole pack of 
combustible cigarettes.” 
 

• “My office has recently been 
made aware that JUUL Labs has 
contacted Massachusetts 
schools to promote their 
‘prevention education 
program’…” 



• Taxation + revenue 

• Prices and discounts 

• Internet sales 

• Knock-off devices 

• State licensing 
© 2018 Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office 

Policy Considerations 



© 2018 Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office 



© 2018 Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office 



State Law addresses e-cigarettes 

• Amends the Smoke-Free Workplace Law  
– Prohibits use of e-cigarettes where smoking 

prohibited 

• Amends Education Reform Act 
– Prohibits use of e-cigarettes on school grounds 

and school sponsored events 



State Law addresses e-cigarettes 

• Expands the definition of tobacco products to 
include e-cigarettes 

• Increases the minimum legal sale age for tobacco 
to 21 by 2021. 

• Prohibits the sale of tobacco products, including 
e-cigarettes at Health Care Institutions including 
pharmacies.  

• Incorporates the Attorney General’s regulations 
on child-resistant packaging and liquid nicotine 
containers as found at 940 CMR 21.00 (M.G.L. Ch. 
270 §27.) 



 
E-cigarette taxation in other states 



Vape Excise Tax Rates 
Jurisdiction Rate & Basis Notes 
Minnesota 95% (of wholesale price) Effective 10/22/12 

DC 60% (of wholesale price) 

Pennsylvania 40% (of wholesale price) Effective 10/1/16   

Montgomery Cty, MD 30% (of wholesale price) 

California 65.08% (of wholesale price)   Effective 4/1/17 

Kansas $0.05/ml 

Cook County, IL $0.20/ml 

West Virginia $0.075/ml 

Louisiana $0.05/ml   

North Carolina $0.05/ml 

Chicago $0.80/unit + $0.55/ml   

--  Data as of January 1, 2018 
--  All ad valorem states base the tax on the manufacturer’s 
(wholesale) price. 
 



Vape Excise Tax Rates 
Jurisdiction Rate & Basis Notes 

Delaware $0.05/ml Effective 1/1/18 

Alaska 45% - 55% (of wholesale 
price)(depending on county) 

   

  

  
--  Data as of January 1, 2018 
--  All ad valorem states base the tax on the manufacturer’s 
(wholesale) price. 
 



Additional Resources 

www.GetOutraged.org 
– Facts 
– For parents (tips on talking with your kids) 
– For schools 

• Toolkit divided into information for Administrators; 
teachers; school health services 

 
Massachusetts Health Promotion Clearinghouse 

– Print materials 
 

 



QUESTIONS / DISCUSSION 
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