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Hi, my name is Tierney Sodders, and I’m calling in support of CPM licensure and access to out-of-hospital birth in Massachusetts.
I want to speak specifically to the importance of consult versus mandatory transfer, especially at 42 weeks and with GBS unknown status at 18 hours.
That distinction matters because consult allows for collaboration, informed consent, and individualized care. A mandatory transfer removes autonomy and risks forcing hospital-based protocols onto families who are otherwise healthy and being appropriately monitored.
This directly impacts families like mine.
My first baby was stillborn in 2018 after I fell through the cracks in a traditional OB practice. In later pregnancies, I chose homebirth care and received individualized, attentive support that helped me safely carry and deliver two healthy children; both past 41 weeks, one beyond 42 weeks.
Under a strict transfer requirement, I may not have been able to continue care with the provider who knew my history and was carefully monitoring me. That continuity of care was critical for both my safety and my healing after loss.
Midwifery care is not less safe; it is a different model of care. It relies on close monitoring, relationship, and appropriate consultation when needed. Automatically requiring transfer at set cutoffs undermines that model and can lead to unnecessary interventions and trauma.
I urge the Board to clearly support consultation over mandatory transfer in these situations, so families can make informed decisions with their providers.
Thank you for your time.
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