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Date: March 29, 2023 Meeting held as part of the Massachusetts Technical Standards Review Group (TSRG) for
discussion of industry topics and collaboration amongst utilities and the DG community.
Meeting minutes are outlined below. If there are any corrections, additions, or omissions
please notify the preparer.
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ESS subgroup update:
 EĂƟŽŶĂů�' ƌŝĚ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞ͘��^^�ǁ ŝůů�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞĚ�Žƌ�

ƵŶƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞĚ͘ �WƌĞůŝŵŝŶĂƌǇ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƉŐƌĂĚĞƐ�ƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽƉƟŽŶ͘ �

 ARI – ^ǇƐƚĞŵ�ĂƵƚŽŵĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝůů�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌ�ƌĞĂů�ƟŵĞ�ŐƌŝĚ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĐƵƌƚĂŝůŵĞŶƚ signals

ƚŽ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ĞŶĂďůĞ�Ă�ƚŚŝƌĚ�ŽƉƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ��^^͘ �

 Based on feedback from the DPU on ESIRG topic #1, there is an oƉƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƉĞƟƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�

DPU if we want to get a change to the ESS schedules approach

IEEE 1547-2018 update:
 KŶůǇ�ƚǁ Ž�ŝŶǀ ĞƌƚĞƌ�ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞƌƐ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�h>�ĐĞƌƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ϮϱϬŬt ͘ �

 ^Ɵůů�ĚĞůŝďĞƌĂƟŶŐ�ŽŶ the topic of Volt-VAR and Volt-t ĂƩ �ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ͘ �

 Brian Lydic IREC – /Ŷ�D ĂƌĐŚ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮ ĐĂŶƚ�ƵƉƚĂŬĞ�ŽŶ�ĐĞƌƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ͘ �WƌŽũĞĐƟŶŐ�ϰϱй �ŽĨ�ŝŶǀ ĞƌƚĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�

ŶŽǁ �ĐĞƌƟĮ ĞĚ͘ �̂ Ɵůů�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƐŚŽǁ �ƚŚĞ�ƵƉƚĂŬĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϮϱϬŬt �ŝŶǀ ĞƌƚĞƌƐ͘ �

 Russ Aney – �ŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�– Curtailment and volt-VAR to be rolled out to large

ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ�Į ƌƐƚ�Žƌ�Ăůů�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͍ �dŚŝƐ�ŚĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞĞŶ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�ǇĞƚ͘ �

t ŝůů�ǇŽƵ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƟŶŐ�Ă�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉĞŶ�ĂƵƚŽŵĂƚĞĚ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�Ϯ͘ Ϭ��͍ ��E Ž�

ĐůĞĂƌ�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ͘ �

D ŽƐƚ�ŝŶǀ ĞƌƚĞƌ�ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ĐĂƉĂďůĞ�ŽĨ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽƚŽĐŽů͘�dŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�

ƵŶĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�Ɖƌogram.

 �ŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ϱϬϬŬt �Žƌ�ůĂƌŐĞƌ�ƐƵďŵŝƩ ĞĚ�:ĂŶ�ϭst ϮϬϮϯ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĐĞƌƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�ŝŶƚĞƌĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ͘ �

 ZǇĂŶ�ZĂŝŶǀ ŝůůĞ��EĂƟŽŶĂů�' ƌŝĚ�– Studies being commissioned to determine Volt-s�Z�ƐĞƫ ŶŐƐ͘ �

Discussions with Eversource. EĂƟŽŶĂů�' ƌŝĚ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�how would Volt-VAR affect series 

regulators and capacitors already on the grid. Provide results in Sept 2023. Volt-VAR will be

enabled on the 500kW and larger projects. Would you allow VAR headroom? It’s not relevant to

the study being conducted. That detail can be resolved at a later point. Eversource have not

ĐŚŽƐĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮ Đ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁ ĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚƵĚǇ͘�

Area Networks subgroup:
 Not much of an update. The subgroup has been on hold since Fall of last year. April 19th is the

ŶĞǆƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘�

 Outstanding ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞƌĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĞĂ�ŶĞƚǁ ŽƌŬƐ

 ZĞƋƵĞƐƚ�Ă�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ŽƵƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ��ŽŶ�Ě͘ �dŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�include the industry

ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀ ĞƐ͘ �dŚĞƌĞ�ŚĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂŶ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞ�ŽŶ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ůĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ�ǁ ĂƐ�

made on the topic by each EDC.

 �Ž�ƚŚĞ����Ɛ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ĂŶǇ����ƐŝǌĞ�ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ���Z�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĞĂ�

network? Can these be re-evaluated given the availability of PCS with smart inverters?

 , /�ĂŶĚ����ĂƌĞ�ĂĐƟǀ ĞůǇ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�W�^�ƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇ͘�

Expedited process subgroup:
 Group is not kicked off.  
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EĞǁ �ƐƵďŐƌŽƵƉ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƟŽŶƐ͗
Kavita Ravi – Propose to have a subgroup to discuss how to compress the study process and restudy.

D ŝŬĞ�WŽƌĐĂƌŽ�ĂŶĚ�D <�ƚŽ�ƐĞƚ�ƵƉ�Ă�ĨŽůůŽǁ �ƵƉ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ŶĞǆƚ�ƐƚĞƉƐ͘ ��ŽƵŐ�WŽƉĞ�ŝs interested in

ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŶŐ͘�

Russ Aney – ƐƵďŐƌŽƵƉ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐĞƐ�ŚŽǁ �ƋƵĞƵĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƵƉŐƌĂĚĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�

developers.

Gerhard Walker - �ǀ ĞƌƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ŐƌŝĚ�ŵŽĚ�Į ůŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀ ŝŶŐ�ŚŽƐƟŶŐ�ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ŵĂƉ͘ �They will be reaching

out to developers. �ǀ ĞƌƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ƉƵƐŚ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĨĂƐƚĞƌ�ƟŵĞĨƌĂŵĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�Ă�ƐƵďŐƌŽƵƉ͘ �

Eversource Grid Mod filing info: 

https://fileservice.eea.comacloud.net/FileService.Api/file/FileRoom/15824167
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EĂƟŽŶĂů�' ƌŝĚ�' ƌŽƵƉ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ͗

 Considering group studies started a while ago, how do we know if ASO will be conducted in

parallel with the group study? If you are thinking about applying in one of these areas, it is

helpful to know when a group study has been completed. That helps to know when the next

study will start.

 ASO study will take 9-ϭϮ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ϵϬ�ĚĂǇƐ�ŽĨ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ͘ �

 t ŚĂƚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐĂŶ�ƚŚĞ����Ɛ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉĞƌƐ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ƟŵĞůŝŶĞƐ͍ �

EĂƟŽŶĂů�' ƌŝĚ�ǁ ŝůů�ŝŵƉƌŽǀ Ğ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƚĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝů.

 What would a study look like for the standard projects when proposed in a CIP area? With the

�/W�ŝƐ�ƉůĂĐĞ͕�Ă�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ���Z�ŚŽƐƟŶŐ�ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ŝƐ�Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ͘�/ƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�

ƟŵĞ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ Ă�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ͘�

 Would the ASO studies be conducted faster for areas with approved CIPs?

 D ŽƌĞ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟǀ Ğ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŽĐĐƵƌ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘�

Eversource wants to discuss Zd���ŝŶƐƚĂůůĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĂĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ��dD �ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͘ �

WůĞĂƐĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĂŐĞŶĚĂ͘ �
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EDC technical standards update:

 Jonathan Demay – Appreciate the update on the grounding transformer requirements with the

SB inverters.

Eversource: energy storage technical standards:
 ESS schedules:

 KƉƟŵŝǌĂƟŽŶ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ϰ�ƟŵĞ�ǁ ŝŶĚŽǁ Ɛ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĐƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�Ϯϱй �ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ͘ �

 dŚĞ�ǁ ŝŶĚŽǁ Ɛ�ĂƌĞ�ƵƉ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĞŐŽƟĂƟŽŶ͘ �

 ISO NE FCA QC hours for the winter period happen from 17 to 19pm.

 How long would this solution be in place before DERMS is deployed? This schedule will be in

place in the ISA and the project will be able to get more capacity in real time. It will never fall

below the given schedule.
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 Eversource to collect comments at the next ESS subgroup.

Simplified process discussion: 

 May 2021 NGrid team presented an update to the intx process for simplified projects.

 It would be helpful to align 25kW limit for both intx study process as it is the new threshold

for Net Metering.
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 Changing the 15kW AC will be changed from nameplate to export capacity.

Paul Krell: I'm troubled by the proposed increases in both nameplate rating and export capacity

concept. Unless it has already been vetted by the EDCs, I feel it is ignoring the underlying technical

reasons for the levels originally set, which are not based on net-metering tariff considerations.
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