Massachusetts Technical Standards Review Group (TSRG) Quarterly Meeting
Sept 18th, 2025
Topic: National Grid DLS Update
Background: 
Emily Slack – During the ESS tariff discussions, significant focus was on the National Grid current DLS and its structure. We received feedback from the industry expressing interest in an alternative schedule construct that offers more granular charging and discharging blocks. As part of this discussion, National Grid committed to reevaluating the standard schedule and presenting the findings to the TSRG. 
National Grid is taking notes from this session and will draft a letter to submit the minutes to the DPU. We will circulate the meeting minutes for everyone's review.
Presentation slides are attached.
Discussions: 
Mrinmayee Kale (MK): For examples 1,5, and 6, you mentioned that the alternative DLS provides charging capacity for 2 seasons and but does not allow charging in the other seasons. Can you clarify that on the slide?  What areas did you use for these examples? Do these areas align with the ESMP areas? 
Emily Slack: ESMP had central, western, southeast, south shore, north shore (NS) and Merrimack valley (MV). We used examples from BSN which combines MV and NS; BSW, which combines central and western and BSS which represents the southern part of National Grid service territory.
MK: How are they related to the examples?
Emily Slack: There are 2 examples from each area: BSN, BSS and BSN. 
MK: Any representing central and Merrimack valley. 
Emily Slack: Central is in BSW and MV is in BSN. 
MK: Can you clarify the geographical locations of these examples in the slides. All these projects will be participating in the ISO market. So, we would like to know if it unlocks the capacity at the right places. Can you clarify whether feeder capacity is available or not?
Emily Slack: Feeder capacity availability is shown in the side 5. That is the right column. It shows any additional system modifications needed to alleviate feeder constraints.
MK: What are the system sizes used for this analysis?
Emily Slack: We conducted this analysis based on the actual application ESS sizes. Most of them were 5 MW. There were two examples with two 5MW batteries sharing the same assets. A zero charging capacity means there was not even 1.25MW available for any of the 4 charging blocks. 
MK: It is hard to figure out how many hours of charging available. 
Emily Slack: I do have an appendix that includes the exact charging and discharging capacities for each example. For example, 5, Spring and fall have some capacities, while summer and winter do not have any capacity. 
MK: Is there a slide that I may have missed regarding the characteristics of the feeder selected for the analysis.  
Emily Slack: We selected feeders based on the ESS applications we received. We did not pick any feeder characteristics. Some locations have more solar than the other. For example, BSN has less PV saturation compared to BSW. We did not look out for any feeder characteristics in our selections.
Greg Hunt: Specific geographical location is helpful. Maybe feeder number. 
Emily Slack: We are unable to provide the feeder number to protect the privacy of customer applications. However, we can include a slide that explains how we selected these examples.
MK- We are interested in hearing the feeder characteristics. 
MK: Regarding the observations, are there any specific observation that would make it impossible for National Grid to adopt the alternative DLS.
Emily Slack: We are currently considering transition to the alternative DLS. However, the alternative DLS doesn’t unlock significant capacities.  We would like to gather feedback from TSRG to help us determine whether we should switch from the current DLS to alternative DLS. It is on the table to update the current schedule in the next technical standard revision cycle. If anyone needs additional time to digest, please feel free to send written feedback. If anyone have any strong feelings about current DLS vs alternative DLS, we would like to hear the feedback. 
Microsoft Teams Chat:
(No discussion) 
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