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Update on FY2021 Local Aid Distributions and Assessments
Administration & Finance Secretary Michael J. Heffernan

| am writing to share that the Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21) Local
Aid distributions will be updated to reflect the recently
announced Chapter 70 and UGGA floors and updated
Assessments. As you are aware, the July and August local aid
distributions reflected level-funding of both Local Aid and
Assessments. Beginning with the September monthly local
aid distribution, Assessments will be updated to reflect
projected FY21 assessment levels. As you are familiar with,
some of these programs, specifically School Choice, Charter
Tuition, and Special Education assessments will be updated
as data becomes available. Click here to view the projected

FY21 assessments for your community.

(Please note: The above text was originally published as a
DLS Alert on Thursday, September 10th, 2020.)

New DLS Video Gives Informational Help on TELPs
Frank Gervasio - DLS Director of Special Initiatives

We've recently added a new video presentation to the

Municipal Finance Training and Resource Center providing

an overview of Tax-Exempt Lease Purchases (TELPs). TELPs

are tools municipalities can use to finance the acquisition of
equipment or improvement of a capital asset. The

presentation identifies common uses of TELPs, describes
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Important Dates &

Information

Local Contribution Study
Public Comment

The Student Opportunity

Act (SOA) requires the
Department of Elementary

and Secondary Education
and the Division of Local
Services at the Department
of Revenue to study and
report on the local
contribution component of
the Chapter 70

program. The study will
cover a range of issues
outlined in Section 21 of

the law.

We are seeking public
comment to inform the
study through an online
survey. Given the current
public health emergency,
we will not be convening

in-person public forums.

We ask that all comments
be submitted by October
16, 2020. Please visit here

for more information.

2020 DLS "What's New in
Municipal Finance Law"
Seminar Available Online

how the agreements work, and walks through how they are

adopted at the local level.

For more information, this Informational Guideline Release

from the Bureau of Accounts regarding TELPs is also
available online. Additional resources about financing your
community’s capital plan can also be found on the Training

and Resource Center.

Be sure to bookmark the Municipal Finance Training and

Resource Center page and subscribe to our YouTube channel

to stay updated on new items. Something you'd like to see
added? We'd love to hear from you! Please email me at

gervsaiof@dor.state.ma.us.

Coronavirus Relief Fund: Municipal Reporting Deadline is
Friday, September 25

The Commonwealth has made up to $502 million in federal

Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) dollars available to
municipalities for COVID-19 related expenses (not including
Boston or the municipalities of Plymouth County, as both
received a direct CRF payment from the federal

government).

In anticipation of federal reporting requirements for all CRF
recipients, the Executive Office for Administration and
Finance (A&F) is requiring all municipalities which have
received CRF dollars to report their CRF activity to the

Commonwealth.

The first report, for relevant expenses incurred between
3/1/2020 - 6/30/2020, must be submitted to A&F by 4:00
PM on Friday, September 25. Further reports will be

required quarterly.

CRF recipients must:
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in October

For the first time, the
Division of Local Services
will present its annual
"What's New in Municipal
Finance Law Conference"
as an online learning
opportunity. Additional
details will be forthcoming,
so please stay tuned to City
& Town for more

information.

Latest Issue of Buy the

Way Now Available

Don’t miss the August-
September 2020 edition of

Buy the Way, the bi-
monthly magazine of the

Operational Services
Division (OSD). Click here
to get news and updates
from OSD delivered to your

inbox.

DLS Links:

COVID-19 Resources and
Guidance for Municipal
Officials

Municipal Finance Training

and Resource Center

Local Officials Directory

Download the “CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Fund -
Municipal Program Report Template” from the DLS

website

Complete the reporting template, including all
grants, loans, transfers, and direct payments
obligated or expended using CRF funds during the

reporting period

Upload the completed template to the online web

portal

Program contacts for municipalities that have received
funding have been sent an email with the above information
and detailed instructions for completing and submitting the

template.

Please also note that information on the second round of
funding for the CRF Municipal Program will be provided in
late September. For specific inquiries or more information,
please contact Brendan Sweeney by email at
Brendan.S.Sweeney@mass.gov or by phone at 857-338-
0011.
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Editor: Dan Bertrand

Editorial Board: Sean Cronin, Donnette Benvenuto, Linda Bradley, Paul Corbett, Theo Kalivas,

Ken Woodland and Tony Rassias

Contact City & Town with questions, comments and feedback by emailing us at

cityandtown@dor.state.ma.us.

To unsubscribe to City & Town and all DLS alerts, email dIs_alerts@dor.state.ma.us.
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