






























I disapprove the following items:

	in Section 2 

	

	1231-1000

	1599-2003

	1599-4417

	3000-7055

	4510-0112

	4512-2020

	4590-1504

	7003-0606

	7003-1207

	7010-1194

	7010-1202

	7061-9401

	7066-1400

	7100-0801

	7100-4000

	7509-0101

	7518-0120




I reduce the following items in Section 2  to the following amounts:

	Section 2 
	Reduce By
	Reduce To

	
	
	

	0320-0003
	177,978
	9,960,064

	0320-0010
	180,960
	1,794,445

	0321-0001
	91,514
	907,682

	0321-0100
	158,427
	1,695,303

	0321-2100
	181,801
	2,026,531

	0322-0100
	129,075
	13,752,596

	0330-0101
	2,261,050
	73,933,004

	0330-0300
	7,437,435
	261,682,713

	0330-0344
	35,851
	184,264

	0330-0599
	5,162
	1,468,998

	0331-0100
	419,742
	34,898,168

	0334-0001
	171,723
	4,324,364

	0337-0002
	646,714
	20,268,503

	0339-1001
	3,936,245
	160,585,392

	0339-1003
	1,132,222
	24,757,292

	0339-1005
	150,000
	350,000

	0339-2100
	40,573
	3,097,944

	0340-0100
	444,830
	23,585,279

	0340-0198
	11,386
	379,537

	0340-0200
	427,608
	19,930,382

	0340-0203
	4,950
	495,000

	0340-0298
	16,872
	562,384

	0340-0300
	308,695
	11,873,363

	0340-0398
	16,208
	540,272

	0340-0400
	304,016
	12,991,570

	0340-0498
	13,507
	450,247

	0340-0500
	528,275
	13,042,051

	0340-0598
	11,103
	370,106

	0340-0600
	267,005
	8,210,419

	0340-0698
	9,612
	320,396

	0340-0700
	200,025
	11,939,039

	0340-0798
	13,958
	465,281

	0340-0800
	324,394
	10,443,124

	0340-0898
	14,035
	467,825

	0340-0900
	663,468
	11,095,626

	0340-0998
	67,872
	497,086

	0340-1000
	170,396
	5,204,219

	0340-1098
	9,105
	303,504

	0340-1100
	246,575
	4,796,949

	0340-1198
	7,422
	247,415

	0340-2100
	88,007
	2,200,161

	0511-0000
	70,020
	6,669,269

	0540-1000
	28,988
	2,898,845

	0540-1100
	6,356
	635,442

	0540-1200
	119,084
	1,808,425

	0540-1300
	8,090
	809,004

	0540-1400
	12,066
	1,206,559

	0540-1500
	375,000
	3,325,303

	0540-1600
	2,740
	273,981

	0540-1700
	4,719
	471,933

	0540-1800
	2,328
	232,774

	0540-1900
	21,800
	2,180,002

	0540-2000
	6,994
	699,442

	0540-2100
	22,778
	2,277,753

	0610-0000
	186,219
	11,011,105

	0640-0096
	23,694
	473,616

	0710-0000
	320,942
	16,117,044

	0710-0100
	12,448
	369,026

	0710-0200
	18,720
	1,872,092

	0710-0225
	39,775
	1,234,674

	0710-0300
	4,785
	478,535

	0810-0004
	117,453
	2,349,061

	0900-0100
	191,845
	2,391,849

	0910-0200
	190,442
	3,332,409

	0910-0220
	47,319
	540,765

	0910-0300
	8,125
	569,479

	0920-0300
	26,931
	1,812,713

	0940-0100
	121,395
	4,047,794

	0950-0000
	8,282
	198,191

	0950-0050
	300,000
	500,000

	0950-0080
	20,000
	150,000

	1070-0840
	2,427,239
	9,972,761

	1107-2501
	2,102,742
	5,793,837

	2300-0101
	600,000
	2,000,000

	2820-0101
	24,269
	2,268,788

	3000-1042
	10,000,000
	10,000,000

	3000-7050
	497,190
	11,042,000

	3000-7066
	5,000,000
	5,000,000

	4003-0122
	500,000
	1,241,575

	4110-1000
	873,744
	6,926,161

	4590-0300
	500,000
	4,618,155

	7000-9402
	14,047
	468,217

	7000-9406
	79,974
	2,665,800

	7000-9506
	385,516
	4,001,254

	7000-9508
	25,000
	200,000

	7002-0017
	47,000
	3,194,089

	7003-0500
	451,797
	18,986,939

	7007-0952
	600,000
	4,625,000

	7008-1300
	1,930
	122,274

	7027-1004
	987,102
	3,546,372

	7028-0031
	750,000
	7,680,007

	7035-0035
	400,000
	2,892,809

	7061-0029
	91,298
	925,214

	7109-0100
	964,674
	50,176,535

	7115-0100
	400,000
	30,592,952

	7116-0100
	400,000
	30,071,800

	7503-0100
	449,770
	23,400,891

	7508-0100
	300,000
	23,764,288

	7512-0100
	350,000
	23,485,425

	7515-0100
	150,000
	11,744,587

	7518-0100
	400,000
	29,224,168

	8324-0000
	225,582
	31,672,062

	8910-0102
	1,137,010
	75,687,572

	8910-0107
	763,536
	69,791,598

	8910-0110
	53,948
	15,051,842

	8910-0145
	170,629
	18,612,496

	8910-1010
	132,404
	1,091,246

	8910-1020
	5,198
	608,834

	8910-1030
	201,125
	4,206,665

	8910-8200
	162,827
	29,847,859

	8910-8500
	11,278
	780,731

	8910-8630
	65,000
	160,000

	8950-0001
	1,000,000
	20,693,374




I reduce the following items in Section 2E to the following amounts:

	Section 2E
	Reduce By
	Reduce To

	
	
	

	1595-6370
	3,500,000
	90,500,000




I reduce the following items in Section 2 to the following amounts, and disapprove the wording as indicated:

	Section 2 
	Reduce By
	Reduce To
	Wording Stricken

	
	
	
	

	2200-0100
	6,875,705
	33,239,295
	"; provided further, that not later than February 3, 2021 the department shall report to the house and senate committees on ways and means detailing: (i) the status of hiring of additional staff; (ii) the historic staffing level of the department for the last 10 fiscal years; (iii) the number of enforcement actions for serious violations and fine collections compared to the previous 10 fiscal years; and (iv) recommendations for the additional resources needed to fulfill the department’s enforcement responsibilities; provided further, that in order to facilitate an effective hiring process for new employees at the department, funds appropriated for this item shall not revert but shall be made available for this item in fiscal year 2022"


	2260-8870
	1,000,000
	13,789,058
	"; provided, that the department of environmental protection shall provide the department of revenue with information necessary for the completion of the report required in item 1232-0200 including, but not limited to, the number of tanks out of compliance with said chapter 21J"


	2810-0100
	2,364,717
	49,170,283
	"; provided further, that all properties that were open in fiscal year 2020 shall be open in fiscal year 2021"


	4000-0700
	19,000,000
	3,353,875,665
	"; provided further, that not less than $19,000,000 shall be expended for expanded oral health benefits for adult members, with benefits beginning on January 1, 2021"

and

"; provided further, that coverage for adult endodontic and prosthodontic services shall begin on January 1, 2021"


	4590-0250
	1,717,629
	12,405,954
	"; provided, that funds shall be distributed to public and nonpublic schools based on the percentage of students in the commonwealth enrolled in each"


	7061-0027
	52,985,000
	75,000
	"; provided, that each district shall receive a grant amount equal to the sum of $25 multiplied by the district’s foundation enrollment plus $75 multiplied by the district’s low-income enrollment, as calculated under section 3; provided further, that eligible expenses shall include, but not be limited to, personal protective equipment, hygienic supplies, costs associated with socially distanced onsite learning, remote learning, or hybrid approaches as determined by the district, and any expenses required to ensure that low-income and other vulnerable students receive assistance and support that provides them equal access to educational opportunities, including but not limited to, assistance overcoming technological hurdles to learning, and access to social services, mental health, and behavioral health resources to address the potential trauma and other effects of the pandemic on students; provided further, that the department shall issue a preliminary report on the program’s implementation to the joint committee on education and the house and senate committees on ways and means not later than February 1, 2021, and a final report not later than April 15, "

and

"; and provided further, that any funds distributed from this item to a city, town or regional school district shall be deposited with the treasurer of such city, town or regional school district and held in a separate account and shall be expended by the school committee of such city, town or regional school district without further appropriation, notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary"






I disapprove in the following items in Section 2 the wording as indicated:

	Section 2 
	Wording Stricken

	
	

	2000-0101
	"; provided further, that not later than February 3, 2021, the executive office shall submit a report to the house and senate committees on ways and means that shall include, but not be limited to: (1) the number of full-time equivalent positions assigned to the executive office’s environmental justice staff; (2) responsibilities held by the executive office’s environmental justice staff; and (3) the status of environmental justice policies, strategies and initiatives being pursued for both the current and coming fiscal years" 

and 

"that not later than December 30, 2020,"


	2800-0500
	"as determined by the commission established"


	3000-1044
	"for the entirety of fiscal year 2021 and"


	4000-0300
	"; provided further, that, for fiscal year 2021 and beyond, in establishing Medicaid reimbursement rates for Medicaid eligible inpatient services provided by chronic disease rehabilitation hospitals located in the commonwealth that serve solely children and adolescents, the executive office of health and human services shall apply a multiplier of 1.5 times the hospital's fiscal year 2020 current inpatient per diem rate in fiscal year 2021; provided further, that for fiscal year 2022 and beyond, such rates of reimbursement shall not be lower than the rates in effect for the prior fiscal year"


	4403-2000
	"; provided further, that the payment standard and need standard for fiscal year 2022 shall be not less than the standards set forth in this item" 

and 

", and that the increase will be deemed a permanent increase continuing past July 1, 2021"

and

", the final amount of the increase, and an estimate of the full cost of annualizing the increase in fiscal year 2022"



	4408-1000
	"; provided further, that the payment standard and need standard for fiscal year 2022 shall be not less than the standards set forth in this item" 
 
and
 
", and that the increase will be deemed a permanent increase continuing past July 1, 2021"

and 

", the final amount of the increase, and an estimate of the full cost of annualizing the increase in fiscal year 2022"


	7004-0101
	"; (V) the total number of families receiving benefits under 7004-0101 that have received assistance under 7004-1018 during each of the previous 3 years"

and

"; (VII) the number of applications from households that became homeless within 12 months of depleting their HomeBASE assistance under item 7004-0108; (VIII) the reasons for homelessness in the applications received under clause (VII); and (IX) the number of applications received under said clause (VII) that are denied"


	7004-0108
	"; and (v) total number of families receiving benefits under 7004-0101 that have received assistance under 7004-0108 during the previous 1, 2, and 3 years, including available demographic information"


	7004-9316
	The word "arrearage" the first time it appears

and

"; provided further, that cash benefits for any recipients approved shall not exceed the actual liability or four times the monthly rental or mortgage liability, whichever is less"


	7100-0200
	"; provided further, that not later than March 15, 2021, the university shall meet with the chairs of the house and senate committees on ways and means and the chairs of the joint committee on higher education to review: (i) its 5-year projected spending plan for academic years 2021 through 2026, including anticipated cost savings initiatives and efforts to reduce student tuition and fees; and (ii) a comprehensive report on spending over the previous academic year; provided further, that the report shall include, but not be limited to: (a) personnel costs, delineated by staff type and type of pay, including, but not limited to, base pay and bonus pay; (b) the number of full-time equivalent employees, delineated by staff type; (c) non-instructional administrative costs; (d) costs related to asset management and acquisition; (e) annual enrollment growth; (f) annual tuition and fee growth; (g) fee structure; (h) expenditures on direct student financial aid; and (i) average financial aid award per financial aid recipient; provided further, that funding for each center and institute at the University of Massachusetts at Boston shall be provided at an amount not less than in fiscal year 2018; provided further, that if, as a result of extraordinary or unforeseen circumstances, the university deems it necessary to reduce funding to any of said institutions, the university shall issue a report detailing: (1) the reasons for said reductions; (2) all steps taken to avoid such reductions including, but not limited to, the identification of other sources of existing funds, raising of new revenues and the pursuit of savings initiatives and efficiencies; and (3) a mitigation plan to ameliorate the effects on students and university staff of such reductions, for which input from students and university staff shall be solicited; provided further, that the report shall be provided to the joint committee on higher education and the house and senate committees on ways and means not less than 120 days before any such funding reduction or institutional closure; provided further, that not later than January 4, 2021, the University of Massachusetts at Boston shall submit a report to the joint committee on higher education and the house and senate committees on ways and means detailing the progress made implementing the April 2019 taskforce on centers and institutes' recommendations"


	8900-0001
	"; provided further, that the Disability Law Center, Inc. may investigate the physical environment of those facilities, including infrastructure issues, and may use methods including, but not limited to, testing and sampling the physical and environmental conditions, whether or not they are utilized by patients or inmates; provided further, that the Disability Law Center, Inc. may monitor the continuity of care for Bridgewater state hospital persons served who are discharged to county correctional facilities or department of mental health facilities, including assessment of the efficacy of admission, discharge and transfer planning procedures and coordination between the department of correction, Wellpath, the department of mental health and county correctional facilities; provided further, that at least once every 6 months, the Disability Law Center, Inc. shall report on the impact of these reforms on those served at Bridgewater state hospital to the joint committee on mental health, substance use and recovery, the joint committee on the judiciary, the house and senate committees on ways and means, the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of representatives;   provided further, that given the continued prevalence and threat of COVID-19 within department of correction facilities, the commissioner of correction shall release, transition to home confinement or furlough individuals in the care and custody of the department who can be safely released, transitioned to home confinement or furloughed with prioritization given to populations most vulnerable to serious medical outcomes associated with COVID-19 according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s guidelines; provided further, that the department shall consider, but shall not be limited to considering: (1) the use of home confinement without exclusion pursuant to chapter 211F of the General Laws; (2) the expedition of medical parole petition review by superintendents and the commissioner; (3) the use of furlough; (4) the maximization of good time by eliminating mandates for participation in programming for those close to their release dates; and (5) awarding credits to provide further remission from time of sentence for time served during periods of declared public health emergencies impacting the operation of prisons"

and

"; provided further, that funds shall be made available from this item for the creation of an independent ombudsman’s office for the duration of the state of emergency relative to COVID-19 declared by the governor on March 10, 2020; provided further, that the attorney general, in consultation with the department of public health, shall appoint an ombudsman to act as director of the ombudsman’s office; provided further, that the office shall monitor compliance with the requirements of this item relative to the COVID-19 public health emergency, including, but not limited to, actions taken or not taken by the department to ensure the health and safety of individuals under the department’s purview including, but not limited to, employees and inmates, as well as the families of such individuals, and shall have access to information related to the department’s use of the mechanisms for release, home confinement or furlough stated in this item; provided further, that the office shall establish public health standards, using recommended standards and guidance from public health experts, to evaluate the department’s compliance or noncompliance with best practices; provided further, that not less than biweekly, the office shall provide the joint committee on the judiciary and the joint committee on public health with a report on: (A) the department’s efforts to mitigate the rate of infection in facilities under its purview; (B) the department’s efforts taken relative to safe depopulation during the state of emergency relative to the COVID-19 declared by the governor on March 10, 2020; (C) the department’s policies in development to further mitigate the rate of infection in correctional settings; (D) the amount of population reduction achieved to-date by the use of the mechanisms for release, home confinement or furlough stated in this item; and (E) the department’s compliance or non-compliance with the office’s established public health standards; and provided further, that, if the office determines that the department is not taking actions necessary to mitigate the rate of infection in facilities under its purview or is in noncompliance with its established public health standards, the office may recommend that the joint committee on the judiciary and the joint committee on public health require the commissioner to testify in a publicly available forum to discuss the department’s noncompliance and a remediation plan to meet the office’s public health standards"




	8900-0010
	", including their disciplinary record while in custody"

and

"and their employment rate after release"




I return for amendment, pursuant to the authority vested in me by Article 56, as amended by Article 90, Section 3, of the Amendments to the Constitution, Sections 23, 40, 43, 69, 79, 80, 88, 90, 93, 99, 101, 103, 104, 107, 108, 110, and 116.  The text of my recommended amendments is set forth in separate letters of this date to the Senate and House of Representatives.

The remainder of this bill I approve.


Approved, December 11, 2020


at		o'clock and		minutes,		.M.


								Charles D. Baker
								Governor
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