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DCR MISSION

To protect, promote and enhance our

common wealth of natural, cultural

and recreational resources

for the well-being of all.



DCR Core 

Principles



Meeting Logistics

During the meeting:

uUse chat feature ï comments go to 

moderator

uRaise your hand using the Zoom 

function, and you will be given 

permissions to unmute and speak

After the meeting, through August 15th:

uDCR Public Comments  

https://www.mass.gov/forms/dcr-public-

comments 

Please note that this public meeting is being recorded; 

the recording will be public record
Dunn State Park

https://www.mass.gov/forms/dcr-public-comments
https://www.mass.gov/forms/dcr-public-comments


Todayõs Meeting

u RMP Mandate and Required Elements

uWachusett Complex Overview

u Project Timeline

uWachusett RMPs

uKey Resources

uKey Findings

u Public Comment

Westminster State Forest



RMP Mandate

M.G.L. c. 21 Ä 2F 

ñThe Commissioner of Conservation 

and Recreation shall submit 

management plans to the 

Stewardship Council with respect to 

all reservations, parks, and forests 

under the management of the 

departmentéò

Wachusett Mountain State Reservation



Required Elements

Said management plans shall:

ÅInclude guidelines for operation and 

land stewardship;

ÅProvide for the protection and 

stewardship of natural and cultural 

resources; and

ÅEnsure consistency among 

recreation, resource protection, and 

sustainable forest management.

Westminster State Forest



Required Elements (continued)

304 CMR 7.02 (Management Plans & 

Massachusetts Wildlands):

Management planning process shall 

produce:

u Description of unique resources;

uDiscussion of landôs potential use;

u Land Stewardship Zoning analysis; 

and

u Action Recommendations
Leominster State Forest



Central Highlands District



Wachusett Complex



Wachusett Complex RMPs -  Project Timeline

u Public meeting (for entire Central 
Highlands District) - June 2022

u Drafting plans - 2022ï2024

uRelease of draft RMPs - June 25th

uPublic meeting - July 16th 

uPublic Comment Period - through 
August 15, 2025

uPresentation to Stewardship Council - 
September 2025

Wachusett Mountain State Reservation



Dunn State Park:

Key Resources
Metric Value

Area (acres) 131.8

Landscape 

Designation

Parkland (131.8 acres)

Rare Species 0 State; 0 Federal

Cultural 

Resources

0 total 

0 on National Register

Recreation Boating (non -motorized)

Canoeing/kayaking

Dog walking on leash

Educational programs

Fishing

Hiking/walking

Picnicking

Playground use

Running, races

Scenic vista viewing

Swimming/Sunbathing

Wildlife viewing



Dunn State Park:

Key Findings
u Emphasis on universally accessible recreation.

u Water quality issues; 6 exceedances (2018ï2021).

u High visitation levels resulting in compacted soils in 

picnic areas, and degradation of trails and infrastructure.

u Entire Park is within an Environmental Justice Tract -  

opportunity exists to increase environmental justice and 

equity.

u 13 Priority Recommendations, including:

u Prioritize and implement recommendations from 

2016 accessibility assessment.

u Develop a Master Plan with emphasis on maximizing 

accessible recreation facilities and activities such 

that Dunn may serve as a model of universal access 

throughout the DCR system.



Hubbardston State Forest:

Key Resources
Metric Value

Area (acres) 1,240.0

Landscape 

Designation

Woodland (1,161.1 acres)

No Designation (77.9 acres)

Rare Species 3 State; 0 Federal

Cultural 

Resources

0 total 

0 on National Register

Recreation Bicycling, mountain

Dog walking on leash

Hiking/walking

Horseback Riding

Hunting

Nature study/photography

Picnicking

Running/jogging

Skiing, cross-country

Snowmobiling

Wildlife viewing


