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Solid Waste Master Plan Goal
 Reduce disposal by 1.7 million tons on annual basis by 

2030

 Nearly 50% of trash is material subject (at least in 
part) to waste bans

 Do not expect 100% capture of any material

 But know we have opportunities for gains



Increasing Waste Ban 
Compliance
 Working to increase inspections & enforcement

 Building waste ban awareness

 Implementing Minimum Performance Standard for 
C&D facilities
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Publishing Enforcement Actions
 Will publish list of waste ban enforcement actions 

every 6 months

 https://www.mass.gov/doc/waste-ban-enforcement-
2022/download

 Through most of 2022 completed 161 enforcement 
actions

https://www.mass.gov/doc/waste-ban-enforcement-2022/download


Most Common Materials
 Cardboard

 Food Waste

 Bottles and Cans

 Construction Materials 

 White Goods



New Waste Disposal Bans
 Effective date of new bans - November 1, 2022

 Mattresses

 Textiles

 Reduced food waste threshold 

 (from 1 ton to ½ ton per week)



Waste Ban History & 
Background
 First waste bans promulgated in early 1990s

 Done via regulation under statutory authority

 “No person shall dispose, transfer for disposal, or 
contract for disposal or transport of the restricted 
material…”



Waste Ban Approach

 Develop and implement new waste bans over 
several years

 Combine with technical assistance, education 
& outreach, & market development

 Primary focus compliance by larger generators 
– businesses and institutions

 New bans – emphasize compliance assistance 
initially



Waste Ban Implementation
 Outreach and Assistance

 Preferred approach to achieve compliance

 Work with stakeholders to raise awareness

 Mattress & textiles communication toolkit

 https://mdep.app.box.com/s/8zrcc5tp2n1y3915ox46vrhp
0zow41og

 Beyond the Bin listing

 https://recyclesmartma.org/beyond-the-bin-search/

https://mdep.app.box.com/s/8zrcc5tp2n1y3915ox46vrhp0zow41og
https://recyclesmartma.org/beyond-the-bin-search/


Waste Ban Implementation
 RecyclingWorks in Massachusetts 

 Free statewide Assistance program for businesses

 www.recyclingworksma.com

 info@recyclingworksma.com

 888-254-5525

 Searchable service provider database

http://www.recyclingworksma.com/
mailto:info@recyclingworksma.com


Food Waste Ban
 Food waste largest portion of MSW – about 20 percent

 2030 goal 

 increase diversion by 500,000 tons on annual basis 



Businesses Diverting Food Waste

Year # Businesses Diverting

2014 1,350

2015 1,550

2016 1,700

2017 2,250

2018 2,600

2019 3,250

2020 3,200

2021 3,500



Other Progess to Date
 Rescue of fresh and perishable foods up > 50%

 Total capacity for food waste exceeds current goals

 Food in trash down from 26% in 2016 to 21% in 2019



Estimated New Businesses 
Subject by Sector

Sector
Estimated Number 
of New Businesses 
Subject

Full-Service Restaurants 809

Limited-Service Restaurants 511

Manufacturers and Processors 123

Supermarkets 115

Hotels 92

Hospitals 81

Distributors and Wholesalers 75

Nursing Homes and Residential 
Facilities

31

Primary and Secondary Schools 29

Schools, Colleges, and Universities 9

Correctional Facilities 3

Total 1878



How can my Business Comply?
 Compliance standard is to dispose of <1/2 ton per week 

of food waste

 Can comply through any combination of:

 waste reduction/prevention

 Food rescue and donation

 On-site systems

 Sending food waste to animal feed, compost, or 
anaerobic digestion

 If comply with the 1 ton per week ban, may need to 
take further reduction/diversion steps now



Mattress Waste Reduction Goal
 Reduce disposal of mattresses by 30 percent by 2030

 Do not expect 100% recovery or diversion of any 
material on statewide basis

 Solid Waste Master Plan: 
www.mass.gov/guides/solid-waste-master-plan

http://www.mass.gov/guides/solid-waste-master-plan


Mattresses Waste Ban
 About 600K mattresses/year – about 200K residential

 All size mattresses and box springs, including foam 

 No futons or sofa beds

 Less than 5% of mattresses not recyclable

 In-state capacity – 460K/year and growing

 Difficult to manage in solid waste - most solid waste 
facilities charge mattress fees at or above recycling cost

 State mattress recycling contract – FAC 90

 Additional mattress recyclers –
www.recyclingworksma.com

http://www.recyclingworksma.com/


Municipal Mattress Recycling



Unacceptable Mattresses - Disposal
 Torn, punctured, soiled, or moldy 

items

 Twisted or crushed 

 Wet or frozen pieces

 Infested with bed bugs, mice

 Futons and fold-out sofa beds

 Mattress pads and toppers 

 Infant sleeping pads

 Air or water beds



How to Handle Unrecyclable 
Mattresses
 If not subject to waste ban (e.g., sofa beds), no 

approval needed to send for disposal

 If mattress subject to waste bans, but contaminated, 
no approval REQUIRED

 But, if questions or concerns from hauler or solid waste 
facility, can use certification form

 https://massgov.formstack.com/forms/contaminated_
mattress

https://massgov.formstack.com/forms/contaminated_mattress


Textiles Waste Ban
 Dispose about 250K tons/year – about 5% of trash

 All types of textiles

 Clothing, shoes, bags, towels, linens

 Most textiles have value – can save money by diverting 
from disposal

 Uses include resale/donation/reuse, recycling (wiping 
cloths, furniture/car seat stuffing, carpet padding, 
insulation)

 Must be clean and dry – if wet, moldy or oily, can and 
should be sent for disposal



Massachusetts Web Resources 
for Textiles





RecyclingWorks Assistance



Waste Ban Waivers
 Generally not needed for mattresses or textiles

 MassDEP can approve waivers to allow one-time or 
temporary disposal of waste ban materials 

 Either issue as one-time approvals or short term (up to 
1 year) if no alternatives to disposal

 May be contaminated or otherwise non-
recoverable/recyclable material

 Can request and issue via email



Grants and Loans
 Recycling Loan Fund – can apply at any time

 Recycling Business Development Grants

 Processing grants – expect to announce next round of 
awards shortly

 Collection grants –award recommendations under 
review

 Next round – spring 2023 TBD



Contact Information
 Existing Waste Bans

 Claudine Ellyin – claudine.Ellyin@mass.gov

 New Waste Bans

 John Fischer 

 John.fischer@mass.gov

 Mattress Recycling

 Rachel Smith

 Rachel.smith@mass.gov

mailto:claudine.Ellyin@mass.gov
mailto:John.fischer@mass.gov
mailto:Rachel.smith@mass.gov
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