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MassDEP’s OFFICIAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Water Quality Monitoring Grant (WQMG) Program
Request for Response
State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2027

On September 29, 2026, the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) posted the SFY27 Water Quality Monitoring Grant (WQMG), Request for Responses (RFR), Agency Document Number BWR-WQM-01. In accordance with RFR Section 4.0 (Estimated Grant Calendar), MassDEP accepted questions via email (to: WQMG@mass.gov) pertaining to the SFY27 WQMG program solicitation from September 29, 2026, through the Deadline for Submission of Questions to MassDEP (October 8, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.). MassDEP’s Official Answers to the submitted questions received by the Estimated Grant Calendar deadline are presented below.

Interested parties are reminded that MassDEP cannot provide advice on a Proposed Project’s design to potential grantees during the WQMG application process period (from the RFR posting date of September 29, 2026, through the Grant Application deadline of 5:00 p.m., October 29, 2026, as specified in the SFY27 WQMG RFR). MassDEP’s answers to the questions below should not be construed as an endorsement or approval of a proposed project or application. All projects and applications will be evaluated on a fair and competitive basis, utilizing the evaluation criteria published in the SFY27 WQMG RFR, Section 3.0 (Instructions for Application Submission).

Please Note: Some questions have been reproduced in their entirety, as submitted, while others have been shortened or condensed for the sake of brevity and/or clarity.


Question 1. “If a non-profit entity is partnering up with an academic institution, the latter serving as subcontractor, is there an expected budget split to these entities?”

Answer 1.  The SFY27 WQMG does not require a specific budget split for applicants, partners, and subcontractors. MassDEP encourages prospective applicants to review Section 1.4 (Eligible Projects), Section 1.5 (Ineligible Entities and Application Activities), Section 1.6 (Eligible Expenses), and Section 3.2 (Proposal Components and Evaluation Criteria) in the SFY27 WQMG RFR to ensure the project, project expenses, partners, and subcontractors are eligible.


Question 2. “Is institutional indirect an acceptable budget item in subcontracts to academic institutions?” 

Answer 2. This grant is funded by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. MassDEP does not recognize federal indirect cost rate agreements for state-funded work.  Prospective applicants should review Section 1.6 (Eligible Expenses) and Section 3.2(F) (Project Budget and Cash Flow Schedule) in the SFY27 WQMG RFR for the documentation required for proposals that seek to utilize subcontractor services and the MassDEP review criteria used to evaluate the proposal. 

 
Question 3. “Can any costs for sampling after June 30, 2027 (for example, laboratory fees for July–September 2027) be reimbursed or counted as match under this grant? If not, would work performed after July 1, 2027 be eligible for reimbursement under a future SFY2028 WQMG award, as pre-contract work is under this RFR?”

Answer 3. Per the SFY27 WQMG RFR, only project expenses incurred during SFY27 (July 1, 2026, to June 30, 2027) will be eligible for reimbursement. MassDEP cannot speculate on the eligibility of expenses for any future WQMG program.


Question 4. “If a private grant was used to pay a consultant for monitoring, and: (a) some of that worked was performed after July 1, 2026 and (b) that monitoring was not conducted under a MassDEP-approved QAPP, can those privately funded costs incurred after July 1, 2026 be counted as match?”
 
Answer 4. (a) Yes, private grant funds may be offered as matching funds if spent on eligible project activities occurring during SFY27, from July 1, 2026, to June 30, 2027. 
(b) An existing MassDEP-approved Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) is not required for match eligibility. When designing projects, prospective applicants should review Section 2.3 (Matching Funds) and Section 3.2(F) (Project Budget and Cash Flow Schedule) in the SFY27 WQMG RFR for information about match eligibility and MassDEP review criteria used to evaluate matching funds. Please note that any data collection funded by, and submitted to MassDEP, must be done in accordance with a QAPP.
  


Question 5. “Section 1.4 lists QAPP development under staff salary. Can fees paid to a consultant to prepare the project QAPP be reimbursed?”

Answer 5. Yes, QAPP development by a contractor is an eligible expense. When designing projects, prospective applicants should review Section 1.7 (Data Quality Requirements) and Section 3.2 (Proposal Components and Evaluation Criteria) in the SFY27 WQMG RFR for information about QAPP requirements for sampling and MassDEP review criteria used to evaluate the status of a project QAPP.


Question 6. “May volunteer hours be counted as in-kind match, and if so, what hourly rate does MassDEP accept?”

Answer 6. Volunteer hours that occur during SFY27, from July 1, 2026, to June 30, 2027, are eligible to be used as in-kind match. The hourly rate applied is determined by the applicant. When designing projects, prospective applicants should review Section 3.2(F) (Project Budget and Cash Flow Schedule) in the SFY27 WQMG RFR for the MassDEP review criteria used to evaluate in-kind match.
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