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MEMORANDUM

TO: Wholesalers / wholesale druggists / distributors

FROM: Drug Control Program (DCP)
	  Board of Registration in Pharmacy (Board)

DATE: April 2nd 2026

SUBJECT: Massachusetts controlled substance registration requirements

Massachusetts-located wholesalers of controlled substances (also known as wholesale druggists or distributors) are required to obtain a Massachusetts controlled substances registration (MCSR) in order to distribute controlled substances. Please note that the term "controlled substance" denotes any Schedule II through VI prescription drug (i.e., either a federally controlled substance or any other prescription drug).

An MCSR for any controlled substance  distribution or wholesale activity may be obtained through DCP. Neither the Board nor DCP offers registration for distribution of non-prescription products or devices that do not contain a controlled substance.

A wholesale druggist (WD) registration issued by the Board is not necessary to conduct controlled substance  distribution or wholesale activities in Massachusetts. An MCSR issued by DCP costs significantly less and is sufficient for this purpose. It is recommended that you obtain only a DCP registration.

Non-resident wholesalers are not required to obtain a Massachusetts controlled substances registration. For example, a wholesaler of controlled substances  is not required to register if the storage and distribution of the controlled substance is handled from outside the state and the only activity within Massachusetts is direct delivery to a registered or licensed entity in the state.

Please direct any questions to: Pharmacy.Admin@mass.gov
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