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The following are answers to questions submitted to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protections (“MassDEP”) in connection with the Bureau of Water Resources (“BWR”) FY27 Water Management Act Grant Opportunity. In addition to the information contained in this question and answer document, applicants may also benefit from reviewing summaries of previous grant proposals that have been funded.  These summaries can be found under “Additional Resources” within the “Statewide Water Management Act Grant” section of the Bureau of Water Resource’s “Water Management Act Grant Programs for Public Water Suppliers” webpage.

Q1. A potential project needs to be done during low flow (after July 1), so it won’t be done by June 30, 2027 if awarded in January 2027.  Must all construction need to be done by June 30, 2027?  Does a project have to be listed in our current draft MWA Permit as mitigation to be eligible as a minimization/mitigation project?
A1.  Applicants may seek funding for Eligible Projects that will exceed the length of the grant award period (i.e., past June 30, 2027); however, only work that is proposed to be completed after the Notice to Proceed has been issued to grant awardees and prior to the end of FY27 (June 30, 2027) is eligible for funding under this Grant Opportunity. A project does not have to be listed in a current draft or final permit as mitigation to be eligible for this grant. Please see section 1.3 of the RFR for more information.

Q2.  Are projects required as part of an ACO eligible for the WMA grant program?

A2.  No. Projects undertaken to comply with local or governmental enforcement actions such as State or Federal Administrative Orders or Consent Orders cannot be funded.  Projects that are required as mitigation for federal permits are not eligible. Please see section 2.4 of the RFR for more information.

Q3. Is the following project concept a good fit for the FY27 WMA Grant?  
Proposed Project: Source Capacity and Optimization Study.  We propose to evaluate the performance of our existing groundwater sources under different pumping scenarios, assess recovery rates and sustainable capacity, review interconnection potential, and develop recommendations that support drought resiliency, operational efficiency, and future WMA permit and infrastructure planning (including ongoing main extensions).
This work would fall under planning assistance for identifying system capacity and optimization of existing resources, as well as supporting drought resiliency and minimization of withdrawal impacts.

A3.  MassDEP cannot comment on or provide substantive feedback on specific proposals while the application period of this grant solicitation is open. All applicants are encouraged to closely review their proposal against the project eligibility criteria outlined in Section 2 of the RFR. 
Q4.  Is the minimum request $20,000 or $25,000? Will official answers be released September 16 or September 21?   Is the final amendment deadline September 3 or September 16?  
A4.  There is no minimum request amount for this grant solicitation. However, MassDEP estimates that awards may range from $25,000 to $350,000.  Official answers will be issued on or before September 16, 2026.  The final amendment deadline is also September 16, 2026.  
(Please Note: An amended RFR correcting several typos related to information referenced by this question (i.e., award amounts, dates, etc.) will be posted on or before September 16, 2026.  The amounts and dates noted above are correct. MassDEP apologizes for any confusion caused by these discrepancies within the RFR.)
Q5.  Is UEI required instead of DUNS on the Commonwealth W-9? 
A5.  Yes. The UEI is required on the W-9 form. 
Q6. Must the Attachment C/W-9 accompany the initial application, or only post-award contracting? Who has to submit the W-9?
A6.  The W-9 does not need to be submitted with the application. It will be submitted as part of the post-award contracting process with successful applicants. Please note that he entity that is the named applicant will be responsible for completing all contract documents, including the W-9.
Q7.  Is the 5% administrative-cost cap calculated against the grant award or total project budget? 
A7. It is calculated against the grant award.
Q8.  Can grant-development or consultant costs qualify as match, given the prohibition on costs before Notice to Proceed? 
A8.  No. Any costs incurred prior to the date of issuance of Notice to Proceed are ineligible for reimbursement.
Q9.  Are applicant-funded consultant expenses incurred after Notice to Proceed eligible when expressly included in the approved scope?
A9.   Costs associated with consultants working on a proposed project may be eligible. Applicants should submit a detailed project budget that includes cost and time estimates by project task and milestone, and indicate responsible parties by task. Pricing information, such as quotes, proposed hourly rates for staffing, and other budget information may be attached as supporting information.  
Q10.  Would purchasing a continuous leak monitoring product to assist in improving UAW be considered an eligible project?

A10.  MassDEP cannot comment on or provide substantive feedback on specific proposals while the application period of this grant solicitation is open. All applicants are encouraged to closely review their proposal against the project eligibility criteria outlined in Section 2 of the RFR. 

Q11.  Would a surface water supply system firm yield analysis based on methods found in the Fennessey(1996) FY 1.0, adopted by the USGS for SYE 2.0, using a computer based mathematical model, be considered an eligible project?

A11.  Unfortunately, MassDEP cannot comment on specific proposals. Applicants are encouraged to closely review the project eligibility criteria outlined in Section 2 of the RFR.
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