East Brimfield Res.

420 Acres

Brimfield / Sturbridge
Worcester County
Quinebaug Watershed

Depth: 8 Feet Average
22 Feet Maximum
Primary Gamefish:
Bass / Panfish

Latitude: 42°06’45.93”
Longitude: 71°07’56.54”

www.mass.gov/masswildlife
General Information: East Brimfield Reservoir is a 420-acre reservoir created by the Corps of Engineers in 1960
by damming the Quinnebaug River in Sturbridge. Although its primary function is flood control in conjunction with the
Thames River Basin Flood Control Program. Considerable effort was given towards developing recreational opportunities for
the public. At an elevation of 632 feet (approximate pool level) maximum depth is only 22 feet, with most of the reservoir
measuring ten feet in depth or less. A small number of trout are stocked in the spring at the north end off Champaux Road.

Access: At least three sites off Route 20 with substantial parking areas provide excellent access and boat launching
capabilities. There is also a handicapped access to a pier off Champaux Road. You can navigate boats from the northern
section to the southern section via a large culvert under Route 20.
Management History: Managed as a warmwater fishery.
Fish Populations: A 1999 survey found largemouth bass, chain pickerel, yellow perch, white perch, black crappie,
bluegill, pumpkinseeds, brown bullheads, yellow bullheads, golden shiners, bridled shiners, and killifish. Northern pike are
also present here and are stocked on a regular basis, most recently in 2007. Tiger muskies were stocked here in 2000.

Fishing: East Brimfield Reservoir is a favorite spot for both the serious and casual angler. It is a favorite spot for
competition bass anglers. Although weed beds are abundant, the old river channel is a good area to search for large,
opportunistic gamefish. The multitude of panfish here will provide hours and hours of simple leisurely fishing for anglers of
all levels of ability. The northern pike are a significant draw for ice anglers, as the big predators are known to reach massive
size here. This water once held the state record for the species.
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