
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 

Project Title: 

DWSP Harvest Permit Number:  3145 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 204-8298-17 
 
Site Information 
Watershed:  Quabbin Town(s):  New Salem  
Acres:  40 Nearest Road:  Route 202, Gate 17 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?:  Yes Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes     
Forest Types: Mixed Oak ACEC?:  
Soils:  Gneiss and Schist derived well drained till 
Wetland Resources:  No  
Vernal Pools present or within 200 feet of harvest?:  None 
 
Harvest Information 
Harvest Start Date: September, 20, 2016 Harvest End Date:  December 7,2018 
Number of Wetland Crossings: None Number of Stream Crossings: None 
 
Best Management Practices Applied 
Stream Crossings  None 

Filter Strips    2 variable width 

Wetland Crossings None 

Harvesting in Wetlands None 

 

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name:  Derek Beard 
Forester License # 14 
Phone #:  978-544-6343 
Email:  derek.beard@state.ma.us 



NARRATIVE 

General Description/Forest Composition/History: 

This watershed forest management project covers 40 acres located on the southern end of the Prescott 
peninsula, just west of the intersection for north and south Sherer Road (17-11A).  

 A mixture of oak (red, black, white, scarlet and chestnut) is the main forest cover.  Red oak is more 
abundant in the mesic sites found in the northern 1/3 of the area.  Classic mixed oak cover the central 
and south portions of the area.  Oak, white pine and red maple regeneration make up much of the drier 
site understory.  Shrub layer consist of huckleberry on the dry sites and fern in mesic areas.  

The rocking terrain coupled with distance from the road precluded the area from being used for tillage.  
Prior to the industrial revolution it was likely used as a rough pasture or woodlot.  It was classified as 
young forest (sprout land) on the reservoir real estate taking sheet.  Post taking, very little forest 
management has occurred; just a light thinning in the very north end in 1965  

Site Selection: 

The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a forest that 
provides high quality drinking water to current users and future generations.  In order to achieve this, 
DWSP has determined that the forest should contain a diversity of species in various stages of 
development (seedlings through large legacy trees).  In addition, the forest should be vigorous; actively 
growing and regenerating.  Forest in this condition is ideally suited to be resilient to and quickly recover 
from small and large scale disturbances such as disease, insect infestation, ice storms and hurricanes.  
Sufficient advanced regeneration coupled with an underrepresented young for layer merits some 
regeneration harvesting.  

Silvicultural Objectives: 

Diversification of forest structure is the primary project objective.  This will be accomplished by making a 
series of forest canopy openings randomly spaced through the area.  Specifically, there are 9 openings 
covering 4.6 of the 40 acres with an average opening size of 0.5 acres.  Openings greater than 0.5 acres 
have some retained canopy trees that will contribute to the long term forest complexity of the area.        

Cultural Resources: 

Atypical of Quabbin, the area is fairly devoid of cultural resources; just a few stone walls.  

Wildlife/Rare or Endangered Species: 

Given that the area extends to the reservoir edge, it does overlap with critical habitat for Bald Eagle and 
Loon.  Within the harvest openings, wildlife habitat such as live/dead snags, cavity/den/nest trees and 
down coarse woody debris will be maintained. 

 

 



FIGURES 

Figure 1.  Forest Cutting Plan  

Figure 2.  Pre-Harvest Photographs, A-B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 1: Forest Cutting Plan 

 



 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 
 



 
 
 



Figure 2: Pre-Harvest Photograph A (July 2016) 

 

 
 
Post Harvest Photographs, A (May 2017) 
 

 



Pre-harvest:  Photograph B (July 2016) 

 
 
Post-harvest:  Photograph B (May 2017) 

 
 


