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Debby Irving is a racial justice educator, author, and public speaker.   A community organizer 

and classroom teacher for 25 years, Debby Irving grappled with racial injustice without 

understanding racism as a systemic issue or her own whiteness as an obstacle to it.  As general 

manager of Boston’s Dance Umbrella and First Night, and later as an elementary school 

teacher in Cambridge, Massachusetts, she struggled to make sense of racial tensions she could 

feel but could not explain.  In 2009, Debby took a graduate school course, Racial and Cultural 

Identities, which gave her the answers she’d been looking for and launched her on a journey of 

discovery.  Now, speaking and leading workshops around the country, Debby devotes herself 

to exploring the impact white skin can have on perception, problem solving, and creating 

culturally inclusive communities.  A graduate of the Winsor School in Boston, she holds a BA 

from Kenyon College and an MBA from Simmons College.  Her first book, Waking Up White, 

tells the story of how she went from well-meaning to well-doing. 

 

ANNUALANNUALANNUAL    

STATEWIDESTATEWIDESTATEWIDE    

CONFERENCECONFERENCECONFERENCE    

   Wednesday, November 1, 2017Wednesday, November 1, 2017   

Debby Irving 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 

The Right youth,  

        is in the Right place,  

             for the Right reasons. 

A DECADE OF ENSURING 

Register Now!Register Now!  

Join this full-day event celebrating the successes of JDAI in the last ten years and learn about the work to be done 

together in the future for the youth of our Commonwealth.  Participants will have the opportunity to engage in 

workshops on topics including: Positive Youth Development, Engaging with Youth & Families in System Reform, 

Supporting the Needs of Child Welfare Youth, Case Processing Reforms and more!   

For the last few years this Conference has hit maximum capacity and we have had to turn people away.  Register now 

to get your seat!  Bring a copy of your ticket to the Conference Registration desk that morning to be entered for a 

JDAI prize! 

Registration deadline is  October 25, 2017!  Click here to register now! 

 

http://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/massachusetts/doubletree-by-hilton-hotel-boston-westborough-BOSWTDT/maps-directions/index.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jdai-10th-annual-conference-tickets-38259750945

