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TO:  Massachusetts Pre-K-8th Schools 
 

FROM: Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR), Apiary Program 
 

REGARDING: Name The Queen Bees Contest  
 

DATE:  February 12, 2018 
 

Dear Educator, 
 
Pollinator health nationally and locally has been poor for the past decade, represented most noticeably 
by the high annual losses of honey bee colonies. A vast majority of Massachusetts agriculture and our 
local food supply relies on honey bees for pollination. To respond to this need, we recently released the 
Massachusetts Pollinator Protection Plan and created State Apiaries with the goal of providing improved 
support for honey bees through the Commonwealth. The State Apiaries located in Danvers and Amherst 
were created through collaboration between the University Of Massachusetts Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture and the Essex Technical High School. In addition to providing a vessel for education, these 
apiaries are also considered to be critical components of each campus by providing valuable pollination 
services to each campus’s cultivated acreage of crops, gardens, trees and wildflowers.  
 
To further education about honey bees, we are excited to announce the first ever Name The Queen Bees 
Contest sponsored by the MDAR Apiary Program. The goal of this contest is to increase awareness, 
facilitate discussion and promote an overall greater understanding of honey bees and their vital role in 
the Commonwealth. You and your students are invited to participate by submitting names for the two 
new queens that will be located in honey bees colonies established at the State Apiaries this spring. If 
your class’s entry is selected, the class will have an opportunity to follow their queens’ hive throughout 
the remainder of the school year, summer and fall via social media and correspondence from the MDAR 
Apiary team. In addition, MDAR will visit the class to present them with a certificate and more 
information on honey bees. To participate, please share this information along with the Instruction 
Sheet with your students and submit your entries. Please contact Kim Skyrm, Chief Apiary Inspector, if 
you have additional questions at 413-548-1905 or email Kim.Skyrm@state.ma.us.  
 
We look forward to getting your submissions! 
 
Bee Well, 
 
 
 
 
John Lebeaux, Commissioner 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 

mailto:bees@state.ma.us


NNaammee  TThhee  QQuueeeenn  BBeeeess  CCoonntteesstt  --  IInnssttrruuccttiioonn  SShheeeett  
 
Dear Educator, 
 
Please read the attached Cover Letter and Instruction Sheet to your students. To participate in the first 
ever Name The Queen Bees Contest sponsored by the MDAR Apiary Program, as a class, students must 
work together to decide on the names for the queens in the two State Apiary honey bee colonies. 
 
To complete the task of submitting entries for this contest the class must think and work as a honey bee 
colony to come up with two names for the new queens. A classroom is a lot like an active honey bee 
colony with the hive structure (or classroom building) holding a colony (or class) of students (or workers) 
and a queen (or teacher) who is in charge of the functioning of the colony (or class). As the queen bee, 
the teacher communicates instructions and assigns tasks to the class as student worker bees that are 
necessary to keep the classroom hive secure and class colony productive. As student worker bees, 
students have to collaborate with other student worker bees to complete these assigned tasks. The 
communication between honey bees in a colony occurs via chemicals.  Given honey bees ability to 
communicate, work as a group and care for one another, they are known as social insects, similar to 
humans.  
 
To submit entries to the contest, first work as a honey bee colony and decide on two names for the 
queen bees. Then print your chosen names on the attached Contest Entry Form for Queen 1 and Queen 
2. Next each student can decorate and/or color their own page. Alternately, students can also submit 
hand drawings of queen bees. Please package the color pages/drawings into a single envelope along 
with the Entry Form representing the class colony’s decision.  
 
Entries must be mailed to:  
 

MDAR Apiary Program 
C/O Kim Skyrm 

101 University Drive, Suite C4 
Amherst, MA 01002 

 
 

The deadline to submit entries is April 2, 2018. Winning classroom entries will be chosen and 

winners be notified. The winning classroom will get the opportunity to meet their queen bee and see 
their colony from an observation hive demonstration provided by the MDAR Apiary Program Team. If 
selected, your classroom will also adopt the queen and her colony for the season and will be provided 
weekly photos and updates from the Apiary Program Team. Students from the winning classroom will 
also receive an individual pollinator prize pack. Contact Kim Skyrm, Chief Apiary Inspector, if you have 
additional questions at 413-548-1905 or email Kim at Kim.Skyrm@state.ma.us.  
 
 

So please get to work, student worker bees, and name these queens! 
 

mailto:Kim.Skyrm@state.ma.us
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Name The Queen Bees Contest - Entry Form 
 

Contact Information - EDUCATOR 
 

Name  

Title/Role  Grade(s) Taught  
Address  
City, State, Zip    County  
Email  Primary Phone  
Number of Students 
in Your Class  
 
 
 

 

 

Contact Information - SCHOOL 
 

Name  
Address     

City, State, Zip         County  
 
     

 
 

Submission Information 
Date  

Queen Bee Name 1  
Queen Bee Name 2  
 
To enter the contest, submit this form along with the coloring pages/drawings done by the 
students in your classroom. Submissions must be received by Monday, April 2, 2018 as 
hard copies mailed to the following address: 
 

MA Dept of Ag Resources 
C/O Kim Skyrm 

101 University Drive, Suite C4 
Amherst, MA 01002 

 
Please contact Kim Skyrm, Chief Apiary Inspector, if you have additional questions at 413-
548-1905 or email kim.skyrm@state.ma.us.  
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Honey bees 
go through four stages of 

development in their cells: 
egg, larva, pupa, and adult. 

Once the bee is a pupa, 
other bees cap the cell with 

wax until the bee has become 
an adult. 

The worker bee's cell is the 
smallest, the drone's cell is 

slightly bigger, and the 
queen's cell is the largest.

Inside the Hive

Queen
The mother of the 
beehive, the queen 
can lay up to 2,000 
eggs per day! There
is only one queen
in a bee colony.

Drone
The drones are 

the male bees in 
the hive, and 

account for about 
10% of the 

population. The
drone's job is mating

with the queen.

Worker
The worker bees

are all female, and 
have many jobs 
which change
depending on
the bee's age.

The honey bees' home is made of the "comb" - the hexagonal 
cells honey bees construct out of beeswax. This is where the 

baby bees (called "brood") are raised, food is made and stored, 
and where the bees communicate with each other. 

Can you identify the parts of the comb inside the hive 
and the three different kinds of bees that live there?

Larva Pupa

Egg

Queen 
cell

Empty
cell

Capped 
drone cell

Nectar

Capped 
honey

Pollen

A honey bee's food 
comes from flowers: pollen

for protein, and honey which is
made in the cells from nectar and

then capped with wax. 

Capped
worker

cell

Student Name:

Artist: Allison French, 2011 American Honey Princess, ABF - Queen Program




