
PART I. ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT  

 

TITLE XX. PUBLIC SAFETY AND GOOD ORDER  

 

CHAPTER 143. INSPECTION AND REGULATION OF, AND LICENSES FOR, BUILDINGS, 

ELEVATORS AND CINEMATOGRAPHS  

 

INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS  

 

Chapter 143: Section 3. Inspector of buildings or building commissioner; local inspectors; 

employment and designation; qualifications; city or town without local inspectors  

 

Section 3. The chief administrative officer of each city or town shall employ and designate an inspector of 

buildings or building commissioner as well as such other local inspectors as are reasonably necessary to 

assist the inspector of buildings or building commissioner to administer and enforce the state building code 

as well as section thirteen A of chapter twenty-two and the rules and regulations made under the authority 

thereof. The building commissioner or inspector of buildings shall be the administrative chief in a city or 

town responsible for administering and enforcing the state building code as well as section thirteen A of 

chapter twenty-two and the rules and regulations made under the authority thereof. Any additional persons 

employed by a city or town to assist the building commissioner or inspector of buildings in the performance 

of his duties shall be called local inspectors. The local inspector shall also be responsible for enforcing the 

state building code as well as section thirteen A of chapter twenty-two and the rules and regulations made 

under the authority thereof. The inspector of buildings or building commissioner shall report directly and 

be solely responsible to the person or public body that appointed him. Two or more cities or towns may 

combine and share expenses in the appointment of any building commissioner or inspector of buildings and 

local inspectors. If the board of selectmen of two or more towns so vote, such towns may enter into an 

agreement with the county commissioners of the county wherein such towns are located relative to the 

appointment and compensation of a building commissioner or inspector of buildings and local inspectors. 

The county commissioners shall apportion the budget approved for the building commissioner or inspector 

of buildings and local inspectors in accordance with said agreement. Said apportionment shall forthwith be 

certified by said commissioners to the board of selectmen of each member town and the amounts so 

certified shall be appropriated and paid to the county treasurer in accordance with provisions of said 

agreement.  

Each inspector of buildings or building commissioner shall have had at least five years of experience in the 

supervision of building construction or design or in the alternative a four year undergraduate degree in a 

field related to building construction or design or any combination of education and experience which 

would confer equivalent knowledge and ability, as determined by the board. In addition, such person shall 

have had a general knowledge of the quality and strength of building materials; a general knowledge of the 

accepted requirements for building construction, fire prevention, light, ventilation, safe exits and the 

requirements of section thirteen A of chapter twenty-two and the rules and regulations promulgated 

pursuant thereto pertaining to accessible design standards; and a general knowledge of other equipment and 

materials essential for safety, comfort, and convenience of the occupants of a building or structure.  

Each local inspector shall have had at least five years of experience in the supervision of building 

construction or design or in the alternative a two year associate degree in a field related to building 

construction or design or any combination of education and experience which would confer equivalent 

knowledge and ability, as determined by the board. In addition, such persons shall have a general 

knowledge of the quality and strength of building materials; a general knowledge of the accepted 

requirements for building construction, fire prevention, light, ventilation and safe exits; and a general 



knowledge of other equipment and materials essential for safety, comfort, and convenience of the 

occupants of a building or structure.  

In the event that a city or town shall be without a local inspector, the board may, with the approval of the 

commissioner, direct an inspector to temporarily fulfill the duties of the local inspector for a period not to 

exceed thirty days. In such an event the inspector shall have all the powers of a local inspector. Each city or 

town shall reimburse the commonwealth for the actual cost of such services provided.  

The clerk of each city and town shall annually, not later than April first, transmit to the board in writing the 

name and official address of each inspector of buildings or building commissioner and each local inspector 

in such city or town.  

Every inspector of buildings, building commissioner or local inspector shall be certified by the board of 

building regulations and standards in accordance with regulations promulgated by said board.  

 


