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Alternatives for engaging your community 

Meet our speakers 
 
Sara Burns, Water Resource Specialist, The Nature Conservancy, 
sara.burns@tnc.org 
 
Bill Napolitano, Environmental Planner, Southeast Regional Planning and 
Economic Development District (SRPEDD), bnap@srpedd.org 
 
Stefanie Covino, Cooridinator, Shaping the Future of Your Community 
Program, Mass Audubon, scovino@massaudubon.org 
 
Eric Walberg, Climate Services Director, Manomet, ewalberg@manomet.org  
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Sara Burns, TNC, sara.burns@tnc.org  
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Resilient Taunton Watershed Network (RTWN) 

Å Formed in 2014 

Å Collaboration of local, non-profit, 
regional organizations, and state 
and federal government 
representatives who care  about 
the future health and resilience of 
the Taunton River Watershed  

Å Believe that ecological and 
economic resilience go hand in 
hand.  

ÅProvide education and resources to 
local officials and residents 



Municipal 
Vulnerability 
Prepardedness 
Process 

Watershed 

groups go 

here 

Land  

trusts go 

here 



Where is MVP Now? 

ǒCommunities are 
choosing their provider 

 
ǒProviders are planning 

their CRB process 



ÅStakeholder based 

vulnerability and 

strength identification 

process. 

 

ÅParticipants identify 

opportunities to 

increase resilience, 

develop solutions, 

and prioritize actions. 

  

ÅPrioritized action 

plans are developed 

including time horizon 

information 



Why You Should Care 

ǒMVP certified plans will be 
crossed walked into Open Space 
Plans, and Hazard Mitigation 
Plans.  
 
ǒIncorporate into comprehensive 

planning process to ensure 
resilience is community priority 
 
ǒMVP certified communities will 

be priority status for some state 
grant opportunities 



Stefanie Covino, Mass Audubon, scovino@massaudubon.org  
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How environmental non-profits benefit MVP 
 ǒUnderstand multi-town watershed perspective - think regionally about 

hazards and strengths 
ǒShare best practices with non-MVP towns and share benefits to apply 
ǒProtection of natural features already improves resilience 
ǒAssist with implementation of action-items focused on NBS 

Engberg Devens Enterprise Commission 


