
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection, Office of Watershed Management 

Forest Management Project Summary 
 

Project Title: 
DWSP Harvest Permit Number:  3172 
DWSP Proposal ID: PR-17-16 
DCR Forest Cutting Plan File Number: 204-32385-21 

 
Site Information 

Watershed: Quabbin Town(s): New Salem 
Acres:  74 Nearest Road: Cooleyville 
Natural Heritage Atlas overlap?: Yes Public Drinking Water Supply Watershed?: Yes 
Forest Types: Oak/Hardwood, White Pine/Oak ACEC?: No 
Soils: Stony till with varying levels of sandy loam 
Wetland Resources: Intermittent brooks 
Vernal Pools: 1 

 
Harvest Information 

Harvest Start Date: 09/19/2022 Harvest End Date: 12/16/2024 
Number of Wetland Crossings: 0 Number of Stream Crossings:  1 

 
Best Management Practices Applied 

Stream Crossings  1; will be a temporary skid bridge with corduroyed slash 
Filter Strips    1; variable width based on slope 
Wetland Crossings 0 

Harvesting in Wetlands 0 
 

DWSP Forester supervising this harvest 
Name: Derek Beard 
Forester License #: 14 
Phone #:  
Email: derek.beard@mass.gov 

 

  



NARRATIVE 

General Description/Forest Composition/History: 
The general location of this harvest is east and south of the intersection (20-8) of Egypt Brook road and 
end of the Gate 21 road.  Specifically, it sets along the east side of Egypt Brook and ascends eastward 
over a height of land to a steep east facing slope.  It is bounded to the west by Egypt Brook, to the north 
by an old lot line, to the east by steep slope and to the south by Quabbin Salvage Harvest S7NQ 
(completed in 2019).   

High canopy oak/hardwood covers most the area; greatest stocking is red oak followed by white, black 
and scarlet.  Common mid-story hardwoods are red maple, black birch and hickory.  The other main 
forest component of the harvest area is high canopy white pine/oak.  Portions of this forest type have very 
large trees which could be considered exceptional and have not been included in the harvest. An 
understory composition of sapling/small pole size black birch and white pine was triggered from thinning 
in 1971 and ‘82.  There has been a minor to moderate level of oak mortality (mostly confined to the lower 
slope) resulting from repeated Gypsy Moth caterpillar infestation (2016/17). 

An old truck road descends from Egypt Brook Rd to an old stone culvert (the projects stream crossing) 
over Egypt Brook eventually arriving at a ¼ acre stand of vigorous large pole size white pine.  It was 
discovered from discuss (with retired forester), that this locale was the site of a portable sawmill likely 
used in the 1970s harvest.   

        
Site Selection: 

The primary goal of the watershed forest management program is to create and maintain a forest that 
provides high quality drinking water to current and future users.  In order to achieve this, DWSP has 
determined that the forest should contain a diversity of species in various stages of development 
(seedlings through large legacy trees).  In addition, the forest should be vigorous; actively growing and 
regenerating.  Forest in this condition is ideally suited to be resilient to and quickly recover from small to 
large scale disturbances such as disease, insect infestation, ice storms and hurricanes. 

Silvicultural Objectives: 
The main goal of the harvesting project is to release and/or spur a young forest age class.  This will be 
accomplished by the siting of 10 openings across the harvest area that range between 0.1and 2 acres in 
size; and average about 1 acre.  Openings over a half-acre (0.5) have live tree retention that will 
contribute to future forest complexity.   

Cultural Resources: 

Given the area’s distant proximity from the road, other than old property bounds, cultural resources are 
quite sparce.  

Rare or Endangered Species: 
According to the latest edition of the MA Natural Heritage & Endanger Species Atlas, the project does 
overlap with any estimated or critical habitat area.  Although no harvesting is occurring near it, a portion 
of the project’s east boundary is a vernal pool.  



 

FIGURES 
Figure 1. Forest Cutting Plan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Figure 1a: Forest Cutting Plan pg. 1. 

 

 
 
 



Figure 1b: Forest Cutting Plan pg. 2.  
 

 



Figure 1c: Forest Cutting Plan pg 3. 

 
 
 
 
 



Figure 1d forest cutting plan pg 4. 
 

 
 



Figure 1d: Forest Cutting Plan pg. 5. 

 
 
 Andrew Rawcliffe  
Department of Conservation and Recreation  
40 Cold Storage Drive  



Figure 1e: Forest Cutting Plan page 6. 
 
 

 
 



  
 
Figure 1f: Forest Cutting Plan pg. 7.  

 
  



Figure 1g: Forest Cutting Plan pg. 8. 

 


